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and more ſtrictly; more largely, 'and- 
ſo.all rhar profeſs Chrilt come” in ther 
| fleſh, are called Chriſtians,- In 
ſition x0 Heathens that do! ne; know” 


k Chriſt ;- and to the _ poor ied ob £6 
has will not Own. mn Chriſt 3.20 w/the; ._" 
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# IE eh in Scripture, the word- is 
,20Fa more ftrift and narrow acceptati- 
© onjje 1 is uſed only to denominate the 
-rroe Diſciples and followers of Chriſt, 
i 4s 12; 26. -The Diſciples were forſt 
E called Chriſtians at Antioch, 1 Pet.4. 16. 
{EEVP ; 7 whos man ſuffer as' : Chriſtian, let bins 
| e aſhamed, that is,as Member,and 
.. Diſciple of Chriſt, and fo in the Texr, 
Almoſt thou prrſwadeſt me tobe a Chia 
= ian, 
Wh - o The word is uſed but in theſe. three 
places(as1 find) in all the new Teſta- 
menr,and in each of them ir ſign'ties 

- inthe ſenſe afore-mentioned. 
Ik Nee. The 1ralians make the name to be 
""" anime of reproach among them, and 
do uſually abuſe the word Chriſtian to 

 ſignifie a fool. 

But if, as the Apoſile ſaithgebe 
Preaching of Chriſt is to the Id 
fooli ſuneſ;, then it is no wonder that 
the Diſciples of Chriſt are ;to the' 

. world fools. 

"Yet iris trae(in a ſound ſenſc) that 

de 3: io they are:For the whole of Omns 
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\ Told | Proſe! . 


4 A AER chez" 
' be moſt be would: 
he muſt be off, that would 'be fi 

| he muſt have nothing that woula 

all things; he muſt be blind, that wo 
have illumination; he muſt be 5 1h x: 
ved, thar would have redemprionz bi Cors 
he muſt be a fool, thar- would beta; 11. 7 


Chriſtian. If any man among you ſeems 
to be ng let hins become 6, Too lthat he 


ma be Ws iſe - 
He i is the true Chriſtian, that is her 
Warlds fool.but wiſe to Salvation... '-* . 
Thus you have the ſenſe and-meatt«- 
ing-of the words briefly explained. 
The Text needs. no diviſion, and- 
yet it is pity the a/moſt ſhould not be 
| divided from the Chriffian. 
| Though it is of little avail to divide: 
them as they are linked in the Text, 
unleſs I could divide them as they are: 
, united in your hearts; this would be 
| a bleſſed diviſion, if the almoſt mighes- 
l be taken from the: Chr;ſtian : That {0 
+ you-may not be only 2 3/yo, but 
 roxxs, not only propemodumybut ads 
t modam, not only almoſt but MRELeE: . 
| Chriftianss .}. " + 
This 1 is Gods bs werk go oe. i; dar. 
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Gove almoſt, bur). ary to-bea 
EX Chriſtian, n 
E:.-, The Obſervation that Iſhall pro- | 
x - pound to handle, is this : $4 
ct.. There are very many in the worldythat 
kW. are almoſt, and yet but almoſt Chriſt i- 
bh ans; many that are near Heaven, and» | 

I are neve the near ;, many that are 
within 4 lick of Salvation, and yet ſhall I 
never enjoy the leaſt Salvation gthexare | þ 
within ole of Heaven, and: yet JR 


ver RR a fight of God.. 
There 'are. two ſad expreſſions in 
Scripture, which I cannot but take no- | ny 


tice of in this place. © 
The one. —_—_— the ' truly righ- 

$605. Ye 
The other is concerning the ſeemingly. || © 

righteous. 1 fin 


Ir is faid of the truly righteous, he 


ſhall ſearcelz be ſaved ; and it is ſaid of f Be 
the ſeemingly righteous, he ſhall be *} 6, 
+. Thow axt not far from the. | _ 


dom of God, Mark, 12. 24. 
be COINS be faved. wich Yerc 


The? falſe Proſe 


| a ſear, rhat is, rhroughymaed 
ficulty,. be ſhall-go to keayenthe 
many lad-fears of hell. + » $36 Wc 


| - - The Hypocrice fhall be faved: 
| an almo/? ; that is, he ſhall go to hell 
| through many fair hopes of heaven, 

| -'There are two things ariſe from 
hence of very ſerious Meditation. 

The one ishow oft a Believer may 
1 miſcarry, how low be may fall,and yer 
' 1 have true Grace, 

Fhe other is, how far an Hypocrits 
may-go in the way to Heaven, how high 
1] he-may attain,and yet-have no- Grace; 
, -- The -Saint-may be caſt down: veryy 

_ to: hel},and yer ſhall never come: + 
erezand the Hypocrite may be lifted 

up very near to Heayen,and yer never. 
come there. | 

The Saint may. almoſt periſh, and. 
yet be ſaved eternally; the Hypocrite+ 
" | may almoſt be ſaved, and yet periſtr 

1 finally.--- 
= | © For;the Saint at worſt is really. a' 
j { Believer,: and the Hypocrite at beſt-is, 
4 


really a Sinner. 
1. - Before I handle the Do&rine;l muſt 
premiſe three things, "which: are of 

Jercat vr ke co blifpg of weak. 


B35 


I ©. at id ſerv Wo, 
. zuUrat by this Dodtine. | 
4M "Fab, There } is nothing in;the Do- 
{7H BD, that ſhould be matter of ſtum- 
F ing or diſcouragement to-weakChri- 


"The Goſpel doth 'notſpeak theſe 
things to wound believers; | but to a- 
Waken ſinners and formal profeſſors. 

As there are none more averſe tha 
weak believers,to apply the promiſes* 
F  andcomforts of the Goſpel to rhem- 
-» ſelees;forwhom they are properly de 
45 ſigned: So there are none morerready* 


+.reſt things of the word. co themſelvesz; 

| for whom they were never intended.” 
: ”As the Diſciples, when Chriſt told: 
ar. 26. them, One of you ſhall betray me, they 
Se that were innocent” ſuſpefted them- 
ſelyes moſt,and therefore cry our:/4a- 
frer is it I? 

So weak Chriſtians, when they hear 


preſently cry out, 1s it I? 


ger the tryals and diſcoveries of the 
' yo yer >: Phy them. " Al 
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than they,to apply the threats & ſeve- _ 


ſinners reproved,or theHypocrite laid. 
oper in the Miniſtry'of theWord T1 


It-is the Hypocrites fault to fit un. 


& And itls ths wy weak Sp cif 

to draw-ſid concluſions. 0 TY 
ſtate from. premiles which s 
concern them. -- & 

There- is. indeed great uſe of fich- bo 
Dotrine as this is, to all. believers. 

1, To make them Jook to their 
ſtanding, upon what bottom they are, 
and to ſee that the foundation oftheir 
hope be well laid, that they build pot Marg 
upon the Sand, but upon a Rock; "v3 

2... It helps to raiſe our admiration 
of the diſtinguiſhing-love of God, Ih # 
bringing us into the way everlaſting, E 
when ſo many periſh from the way's  - - 

.and'in over-powring our ſouls into a Pal t 
tre vectos, when ſo many take 34. 
' | upwith-a graceleſs profeſſion, 
| 3; Ir incites to that excellent duty'1 Cor. 1 
of heart-ſearching,that ſo we approve F* 
our ſelves to God in ſincerity. 
4:.It engages the ſoul in double di- 
ligence,that it may- be found not only: 
| believing, bur perſevering-in Faith co 
. 4 the end: 
{\ Theſe duties(and ſuch-as theſe are) -. 
make this Doctrine of uſe to albbetie= ©: 
/ vers; but they ought fit to make uſe 4 
Kor it as. ſtambling-block in the way: 
\$s their of cots - Exp-<20 
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by ubjee; i 'nor to make U"che ſouls | \ 
--— /whom Chriſt. will not have - 
made - I would bring 'water, not 
12. to quench the Flax that is ſmoaking but 
to put out that falſe fire that is of the 
I ſinners own kindling, leſt walking - all ? 
_ his days by the light thereof, he ſhall F 
i 1, : at Jaſt fye down in ſorrow. f: 
2. My aitw' is to level the Mountain of BY; 
i -- the ſinners confidence, not to weaken | 
i _ _ the hand of the Believers faith and de- 3 
5% pendance ; to awaken and bring in. ſ&- th 
== cure formal finners, not to diſcourage 
By weak believers. 
Secondly , F would. premiſe this 2 the 
 - though many may go far (very fart)in F + * 
the way.to-Heaven,and yet fall-ſbore ; J gi, 
- + yet thar ſou] chat hath the leaſt true 
(grace, ſhall never fallſhort; The righte=' EF 
db 7. g.' 0:6 ſpall bold on bis way. 
Though ſome may do'very much J\:. 
ita way of duty(as I ſhall ſhow here- J 
after) and yet miſcarry; yet that ſoul F,... 
that doth duty with -the leaſt fince- 
L7.10. tity, ſhall never miſcarry, For be 
_ fav erhthe upright in heart, 
"= \-The leaſt meafure of true grace iis as I. 
L- RENgas the greateſt; it es as Fo | 
42 bs , \3Þ | 
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l bags | oper” JIE W's wks 
Ut boars "IT fort 03 
pives a full interefiliP- 
i of briſt, "whereby "we art 
throughly purged ; ; and it pives a full © 
Htereſt in the ſtrength and power , of 
F Chriſt, whereby we ſhall be certainly 
4 preſerved, 
| © Chriſt keeps faith in the ſoul, and 
faich keeps the foul in Chriſt ; and'16 
= we are kept by the" Power of God through x | 
faith to ſalvation. 
3 Thirdly, I would premiſe this, 
* F thit can hear ſuch truths as this walls 
J out ferjous reflection, and ſelf -exami+ 
 JYoation, I muſt ſaſpect rhe goodneſs of 
p their condition. 
1 {| You'! ſuſpect rhat man to be next 
4 door to a Bankrapt, tha never caſts 
- Þ vp his ſhop, nor looks over his books; _ 
” Jand I as verily think that man an Hy- 
1 pocrite, that neyer fearches nor deals 
1 | with his own heart. - 
- | Hethatgoes on in a road of duties 
I withour . any rub or doubting of his 
ſtate, Idoubt no mans ſtate more than 
| yius. 
When we ſee a man.fick, and" yet 
Por ſnfible, we conclude the roketis 
I are - him, 


ot 


ws © - ts = : : 
LIES > 2, 
ny %* 


are dead in fin, the TokWWo 
Fg Death are upen en 5 
Theſe things being premi 
I deſire. you would carry along t No 
mind while we travel throug 
ſubject) I come to ſpeak to the ro-! 
poſition more Sins and cloſely, 
BE -. That there are very mas) in the SY 
(or. that are almoſt,and yet but almoſt Chitie, 
»'  ftiaens. 1 tha 
I ſhall demonſtrate the truth. of the or: 
Propoſition, and then. proceed. to. be ro 
more diſtinct proſecution, he 
'1. I ſhall demonftrate the cruch of gr 
M the-propoſition, and I ſhall do _it-by] 
= Scripture evidence, which ſpeaks plain} 
| and fully to the caſe. Ex 
t. The young man in the Goſpel 
is an eminent proof of this truth, in key 
Mat.19.16,to 23, There.you read © 
one. that ' came to Chriſt to learnofJ 
him the, way to Heaven;Good Maſter, 
Verſe 16- what good thing ſpall I do, that 1 tay 
£3 have eternal life ? 
Er(c 17. :; Our Lord: Chriſt tells him, f thou 
mule. enter zpto life, - keep the Command- ; 
. ments;and wRCICRrR cla him -_ 
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om myyouth up 7 Wat 16 fer" 7" 
. Now2do but ſee” ; DW far ths'n f 
{ went. © x, 


id not only hear "3 


N05 20 ae 
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* the, commands « od, 'bur he-kept 
ties; now the "the Wipture faith, Bleſ- "B 
Wa Fr 5k s the word of God, and LAS I 4s 


| keeps Wo © ' 
2. He obejti-univerſalh] not this k. 
- or. that command, but both this and -- 
- 7 that ; -he did not halve it with -G 
TC! or pick and chuſe which were ea 
3] robe —_— leave a _ no-but -- 
17 he obeys all;all theſe things ave Te J 
fy - gy» obeyed pcs not in & Wh 
Yi of zeal only, bur'in continu (+1568 ack 
n] of duty : his "goodneſs was- not Tas ' 
Ephraims) like the morning "dew, that 
ow” away; no, 'all. theſe change have # ; 
ept from my youth up. Ho's: 
q* 4. He Kg /ſeth his defpre to hrow and 1 
*] do. mareÞo perſttt that which was lack- | © 
"1 ng of his obedence;" and therefore he 1 
4 >. to'Chrift ro nftty&t' him in his. '* 8 
'| duty : Maſter what lack I yet'? Now. 3 
would you not think this a "odd man 
alas, how few g'> thus far 4 | + 
And'yet as faras he m_ he went 


_ So = 


TY, hat. 


"= ir. qongh; He pay 0" 2 tf 

ut almoſt 4 WM for -he was al 

bun | Hypocrize; be forſikes Chriſt 
” at aft, and cleaves to his luſt. +1 - 
,.Thischen is a full proofof the truth] | 
of the Doctrine. ; - ; 41 fi 
A ſecond proof of it; is that of rhie* 

> - . .-.,: Parable of the Virgins, Mata y.a, and 
=, to on, | 
—— :;$cewhataprogrefs they make,how- 
. far rhey go in a,profeſſon/of Chriſt;jo F; 
I; They are called Virgins Now this 34 
is 4, name given m.the- Scripture;both I 
in;. the.Old Teſtament, and+the : 

te the Saints of Chrift, Cant. 1:3 Thi 


' Frrgins love thee : $0:Rev.14.4:; FheT: 
oge-hundred forty and: fopr rhouſanty | 
that ſtood with The amb am morn F; 
Sion re called Vir pins They are cal 


irging, becauſe they are not de4 
2-Pct. filed with the corrwpitions that: a7 
the. world pbrowgh 
, Yar.2 5-1 : Now theſe here oem tq beos. "Pe f 
7 <3 fort, for they are called V irgink. | & 
be - 2: They take their Lamps) that 1s; | - 
they. make a profeſſion of Chriſt; '7 7: 
-» NE8- bb ih Gas keat'of Ot chrie 
* vi Lamps) asappears;vBzthey had: (ane |. 
A IGG and; foe: faith; (though || 
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A their profeſſion alive, to' 4 _—_— 
bapkgen burning. : 15 1] "71 © "a, 
- They wow? Their profeſſion was Pe, 
| ran idle profeſſion, they did per- bberds 
4} form daties, frequent Ordinances, and Ft 
the] do rhany things commanded; they = 
and }-make a progrets, they wen. - + 
| 5. They went forth} They went, 
Fc Geain ;they- left many;behind them;*- ; 
this'ſpeaks 'out their ſeparation! from gc de Sct. 
world. 
6. They went with the wiſe Fargins) 1 
"W; They zophet themſelves to thoſe who Verlhas #4" 4 
Fet'f had joyned themfelves to; the Lord,  - © Þ 
be {'and: were companions "of them; rhat'C: 
tl } were the companions -of Chriſt, | 
int q; 7, They ' go forth to meet the Bridz- _ 
als | groom] This Goals ouritheir owning 
eq Jrand ſeeking after Chriſt. / 
i ]+. 8. When they heard the-cry of the | 
Bridegroom coming, i #27 aroſe: and Verſe 7. ; 
as {-erimmed their' Lewps:z [they profeſs ; 
4 Chriſt more highly,:beaping now 20:80- 
Ss, J- in with the Bridegroom. : — 
9 9. They fought for true graat] Now, | 
- dori't we Jy, the defires:of; grate arc + 
h : 
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Is 
hrif F 


grace ?-and fo-they ave; !-jf erve * "add os 
-rimely, iffound and feaſonables)! vs 5 -K 


oo AS 
#. p 7 


SL 


oy l here a [4efire ef oracef 0 
50% 4s of yew Ont, ff 6 
Ns was a eg of true grace, bur f** 
' was not a true defire of grace; it wat”. 
not. true, decauſe not timely; unſontnd}]_ 
as being unſeaſonable; it was too late b 
Their folly was in not'taking' Oy,Þ"*< 
when they took their Lamps ; "their?" 
+8, time of ſeeking grace was"when they - 
© came to Chriſt;ic was roo: late ro ſeekF"*< 
it-when Ghrift came to them. TheyP"* 
ſhould have ſought for tliat when ws 
rook up'their profeſſion ; | it was*toof-* 
= to ſeek it at the coming of - . 
ridegroom. $73 | 
Verſe /®*+",” And therefore they were ſour out jar atv 
£17. thou h they cry for efitrance, / Lord 
12,”Lord, open to ws z yet, the Lord Chriſt thy 
rells them, I know you not. Jo 
You ſee how far theſe Virgins C inf 
a profeſſion of Jeſus Chriſt,” and ch 
long they continne in it, -even till the 
Bridegroom came; they go to they” 
very doors of Heaven, and there (like ”* 
the Sodomites) periſh with their hands] '* 
upon the very threſhold of Glory, of 
. - They were almoſt Chriſt ians,and yet} *" 
bur almoſt;almoſt ſaved,and yet periſh; 
Fo "I are profeſſors of rhey " 
| ; |  Golpe'l 


[ *. 
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« fo 


AY FIRE » >, 


oſpet of Chriſt, 
$f they that _— Co Ll 
ort, of heaven, what ſhall become ef: 
£5 that fall ſhort of ghem ? 

If they that are Virgivs,that profeſs 
Chriſt, that have fome faith in their 
WI profelſion(ſuch as itis,)that have ſome 
cir ruit in their faith, that oarſtrip others: 
iey hat. (cek Chriſt, chac improve their 

-Srofeſſion, and ſuit themſelves £9 their 
bs wroſtſhon, nay, that ſeCK- grace ; it- 
Juch. as theſe be but a/meſt Chriſtians, 
ord, what are we?:{: 1 
Iftheſe-two.witneſſes be nor ſufh- 


Þ 


iehrto-prove the: ttuth;, and confirm ! 


nth. crediv of the propoſition : 

, Take a third;andithat ſhall be from 

j3FJthe Old Teſtament, 1ſa-58.2.Sce what 
JGod faith of that ocogle, he gives 
them a,very .bigh -charaQter- for a 

choice: people one :wanld think. 

hell They/ſcok:rie daily, they delight to know 
my way;as #'Nationthat did Righteouſ- 


neſs,” and: forſock not the Ordinance of 


| their Godz\they ask of me the Ordinance 
q f uſt iae; thay take delight: in approach 
fo Godt! - 
See. how. far theſe went; if God had 
| not ſaid they were rorten.and unſound. 
| C we 
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po von have-rook- them for the ; 
BP: % He-Gdats befor efore the Flock, and ranked | 
them among the- Worthies ; pray-ob- 
ſerve. | 
I. They ſeth God. ] Now this is the | 
proper Character of a true Saint, to - 
Ml 6. {eek God. True Saints are called ſcek- | 
+ ers of God : This #s the-Generation of | 
* t bem that ſcek/him,that ſeth thy face, O 
' {acoeb, or O God of 7acob. 

Lo here a Generation of them that | 
ſeek God,and are not theſe the Saints: 
cf God? Nay farther, | 

2. They feeh him dail.} Here's di- 
| Tigence backed, with continuance | 
C21 day by day; that is, every day 

- from day to day. *YThey did not ſeek 
him by firs and girds, nor in a time of | 
rrouble and affliction only,as many do. 

Lord in trouble have they viſited thee, / 
they poured out a prayer when thy chaſt 
enimg WAS Hpon them, Ha.26.16. Many, 
when God viſits them, rhen they vilic 
him, bat not til then; | when God 

| poureth out his afflictions, then they 
"= pour out their Supplicatians. - This is 
Sea-mens devotion ; when the ſtorms + 
bþ. t.5- have brought them 15 :cheir wit's end, 
* then: they cry tothe Lord: in their reabl | 
A 


The falſe Profuſſer - - es hd 
Pfal. 107. 27,.28:-Many neverery'to * 5-7 
God till they are at their wits end; *% 
- ' they never come to God for help, fo 

long as they can help themſelves. g 

But now theſe here, whom God 
ſpeaks of,are more zealous in their de- 
voetion;the others make a virtue of ne- 
ceſſity, but theſe ſeem to make conſci- 
Z ence of duty; for fairh God, they ſeck 
me daily. | 

Sure this is (one would think} a 
Note of ſincerity. | | 

7ob ſaith of the Hypoerite, Willhe Job 27-19 

Y «lways call xpon Goa? Surely no ; but | 
V1Y now this people call uponGod'always, ' 

y I They ſeek him daily: certainly theſe are 
k | no Hypocrites. © | 
Xt 3 3. Saith God, They delight to know 
DN ' my ways. Sure this frees them from 
e, {} the ſuſpicion of hypocrifiesfor Fob 21. 
- I 14. They ſay wntoGed ge part from wsue 
', oF 4cfre not the knowledg of thy ways: 
It 'Y 4. They are as aNation that did righ- 
dF tconſatfs.] Not only as a Nation that 
Y \& ſpake Righteouſneſs, or knew Righ- | 
is  Ftcouſneſs, or: profeſſed Righteouſs. 
neſs, but as a Nation that 'did Righ- 
FJ ccouſheſs, that praftiſed nothing but 
what was juſt and rigbt.-” They #p- 
.C2 peared 


" 
_ 
o 


FP *; b Fohrfi | et wr” 
IM the Judgnbefit of the World" 
+2 good as the beſt. 

”g ©  {F-, They forſack not the Ordinances of 
\ their God] They ſeem true to their 
Principles,conſtant to their Profeſſion, 
better than many among us, that caſt 
off duties, and forſake the Ocdinances 
of God; but theſe hold- out in their 
profeſſion, They forſook not the Ordi- 
nances of God. 

6; They ask of me (aith God) the 
Ordinineds of Faſtice.]J They will not 
make their own will theRule of right 
and. wrong, but the Law and Will of 
God; and therefore in all their deal - 
; Ings with men, they deſire to be gui- 

»._ _ ded and counſelled by God. They ak 
of me the Ordinances of {uſt ice, 

7- They take delight in approaching 

to-Gea.] 'Stre this can't be the guize 

w 27-19 of an elypocrite ; will*he delight him- | 

ſelf in the Almighty, faith 7ob ? no he 

will not. 

Though God is the chief delight of 
man,. (having every thing in him to 
render him Tovely;as-was aid of T:itms 
Veſpatian). yet the' - 3; will not + 
alfohr in God. '** 

Till the affcctionga are made ſpiritual, / 
there 


4 
7 


a % 


theretis no afte&tion to things thatrare © 7 
ſpiricoal. God is a ſpiritual: Good,and*,* 29 
therefore hypocrites canrot delight ZZ 
in-God., Bur theſe are a people thar "16 
delizt.t in-approaching to God. diving 
8. They _were a pe.zple that were bet im 
much in fafting, as you may ſee, v.z, © 
Why:refare hav: we faſted lay they)a 3d 
thou feeſt not? Now this is a duty that 
doth not ſuppoſe and require truth of 
grace only in 'the heart, but ſtrength - 
of grace. | , 
No man (ſaith our Lord Chriſt) Mar: 9. 
puts new wine into old bottles, teſt the 
bottles break, and the wine Yun out; -/ 
Nl New wine is ſtrong, and old bot- 
| tles/weak; and the ſtrong wine breaks 
the weak Veſſel: this is a reaſon Chriſt | *** 
- $ gives, why his Diſciples who were 
newly - converted (and but weak as 
; yet) werenot exerciſcd with this aa- 
. - # Rtere diſcipline. | 
' But rhis people here mentioned, Aﬀem 


f | werea people that faſted often,aff;- Annot, 
) ed their ſouls mach, wore them{clves res" 

p out by frequent practices of humi- : 44 
t'4 'Thation. - 


Sure therefore this was new wine is 
- wew vortles; this maſt needs be a people 
| C3 ſtrong, 
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oo ( Mt I Khao 20 
| | diſcovertd, or, 
race; here feems -to be 
grace, not only. in trath, bur alſo in 


- growth. And yer for all this, they 


were no bezter than a Generation of 
Hypocrites; they made a godly pro- 
greſs,and went far, bur yet they went 
not far enough; they were caſt off by 


. God after all: Fhope by this time the 


truth -of the point is ſufficiently a- * 
vouched - and confirmed, that a man 
may be (yea very many are) almoſt 
and yer (no more than 64t almoſt Chri- 
ſtians. 

Now for the more diſtinCt proſecu- 
tion of the point. 


+I, I ſball ſhew you ftep by ſtep, how 


- far 4. man may go, what attainmems he 


21a) reach wnto, how ſpecions and ſingu- 


- lar, a progreſs he may make in Religion, 
- and: yet be-but almoſtia Chriſt ian when 
all is done. 4 x 


2. I will ſpew you whence it 6s, That 
many men go fo far as that they are al- 


_ moſt Chriſtians. 


3. Why they ars bat almoſt Chriſtians 
when th:y have gone thus far. _ 

4. What the reaſon is, why men that _ 
go thus far as to be almoſt Chriſtians, yet 
£0 no farther thantobet Conv. 

| I. OW 


1. How far may a mai #0 itt the w ie 
to heaven, ſrerete goin cxig <5 
' ftian? 
of This I ſhall ſhew you-in twenty-Te- fed 
)- yeral ſteps. 
at | 1. A man may have much khnowled;z, 
y 1 much light ; he may know auch of God 
e 1 andhi will, much of Chriſt and hs ways, 
z- 4 and yet be bur almoſt a Chriſtian. 


n | For rhovgh4here catbe no grace 
/t without knowledg; yet there may be 3 
j- 3 much. knowledg. where there is no ' _ ® 


grace: illumination often goes before, 
= when-converſion never follows after, 
The ſubject of: knowledg: is. the un- 
w derſtanding, the ſubject of holineſs is 
Je the will -Now -a' man -ay': have his 
f = a ps} enigurnce, and YET his 
v, will not at all-ſanctified. He may have 
nu | - an underſtanding #0 know God, and 
| > yet want a will. abey God. The A- 
{2 poltle tells;us of ſome; that when they 
« . 1 God, jet they glorified him nov ne Botntg 
Go | 
T To make a man altogether aChriſti- 
an, there;,muſt be light in the head, * 

t | and heat inthe heart, knowledg 1 in the _— 
anderſtandingand:-zeal in the affefion;. 
Some have zeal and no. knowledg, _* 
C 4 that 


%. 


þ Chriſtian #ſcovertd,s MW, 


+ that is blind devotion's ſome have 
knowledg and no-Zeal,that is fruitlefs 
ſpeculation. - But where knowledg is 
zoyned "with Zea), that makes a true 
Chriſtian, 

Bur 1s it not faid, This is life cternal, 
to know thes the only true God,and feſus | 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent ? Joh. 17.3. 

- It: is not every knowlelg of God | 
and Chriſt thar intereſts the ſoul wr life | 
eternal. 'For why*then do the Devils | 
periſh? they have more knowledg'vf ' 
God than all che men-in-the-Worlkd; 
for.chough by their faſljthey tolttheir 
holineſs;yet they” tuſt noe theiviknow- 
ledg. N1DAE; Aa 

They are called Ade, from their 


xiwrH71cag, and yet they" are” Ad- 
box from their maliee, Devils ill. 
_ © Knowledg may vt the head, but 
ir will never bevter the feart, if there 
\Þbe not ſomewhur eſte The Phariſees 
Rom- 2.. had much knowledg' Behold t hon art 
by [en call:d a 7cw, and refteſt in the Law,md 
ſence: Þiy; #8 makeſs thy boaſt of Goll; and knoweſt his 
We. mud; will, OC. ad 'Yet they "vere a enera- 
ap e8tCr_ tion of hypoorices. © (33-01 2£91 Df! 
«4 a P0272 Alds, "how many have gone fortfed | 
"Jer* with knowledg tohelFy 
: Though! 


%. 


The ſale Profeſſor ryed and ie” tp 
Though irs xrve, that ir life erers * "os 
nal ro know God ind Jeſts Chriſt;yer 
ig is | it is as true, that many do know God 
true | and Jefas Chrifd, that ſhall never ſee 
life eternal. 

There is, you'muſt know a rwofold 
7eſus | knowledg; one is common, bur not 
7-3. {| ſaving; the other is not common, bur 
God J faving ; common Knowledg ts that 
life } which floats in the head, but dbth nor 
evils 4 influence nor affect the heare. This 
gof 4 knowledg Reprobates may have: Ba- | 
rid; f /aam ſawChriſt from the top of the Rocks * pants 23 
heir J and from the Hills, 
oOW- Naturaliſt fay that there is a pearl. 

» | in theToads-head;and yet her belly is 
heir } full of Poyſon. The French have a 
Az | Berry which they call xve de fpine,the 
ill. Grape of a'Thorn, 

but The common Knowledg of: Chriſt 
Tere is 'the Pearl'in the Toadwhead, the 
iſees } Grape that grows upon Thorns, it 

mo may be found; n men unſahthed. 

jd. Ang then there is a ſaving Know- 

z his Jedg of God-and Chriſt, which doth 

652-4 include the alfeht of the mind, and rhe'',, -. # 
7 Þ confentof the will; this is''a Know- "yg 
ded B Frdpg that implies Fact; By bis 4now>+ 1c, 53. 

J /cag ſball my righremus | ſervant faſt ifte 
TJ 477. Cys And 


_ .+1;And+this is that-Knowledg which 
- Teads-to life eterms] : Now: whatever 
' that meaſure of knowledg. is, which 
-2 man-may have of God, and of Jeſus 
Chrift, yer if it be not this ſaying 
knowledg, knowledy joyned with af- 
feftionand application,be is but almoſt 
a 'Chriſtian. | 
He only knows God aright, who 
knows how to-obey him, and obeys! 
according to kis knowledg of himz A 
FPlal. 111. good underſtanding bave all they that do 
LS. "bis Commandment 5. | | 
2 All knowledg without-this, makes a 
; Man but like Nebachadnezzar's mage, 
with « hcad of Gold, and feet of clay. | 
Some know, but to know. 
Some know, to be known. 
Some know to practiſe what they 
know. 
Now to know, þut to know, that's 
curiolity, 
To know, to be known, that's yain- 
plory. ' 
But to know, to praCtiſe what we 
know, that is Goſpel duty. | 
'This makes a mana compleat Chri 
ſtianz the other without this make 
* 2 man alwzoft, and yet but «lmoſt; 
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{NEB 1.3 d 
18 4 ſpiriqua his a man may 
ha Vinh: ye a 6, 59h almoſt a Chriſtian; 
For the giſt of prayer. is one-thijog,the 
grace of prayer is another., .. .. 

.The gift of preaching and:,prophe- 1 Cor.1 
whol ſying is a ſpiricual,gifr, now.thig gan 10. 
beysJ] nay have,and yet be but a/moft aChri-.V. 

n; AY ſian. 7adas was a great Preacher; {o 
at ao mere they. that came to Chriſt, and 
| faid, Lord, Lord, we , have prophe 


kes a Snbby: Wawegand jn thy Newe cafe a 7 
1age, Devils,&c. ; 


5). {| You muſt imo, that it. is N@t gifts, 
Þ duc grace, which makes a Chriſtian : 
For, 
they t Gifts are; from a common work 
WEE > Spirit, now,a, man may partake 
har's .the common, gifts of:the;Spirir, 


and yer, be:a;Reprobategfor therefore: 
vain-f they arc called common, becauſe they 
are indifferently diſpenſed by theSpi- 
r well Tit tg good and bad; to them that = | 
| "F) |-odg to them that are not,; - 


bp 


heya have gracey hayogifts ; 
have 00 grace, mayhave 
ers x fog t 'SPirit works 


wap " oh 


'* iberhauvy I" this 
nee per 
offttie Bpirir Creed hay ts th 
thing, cn than he thay hart? 
Gout ob 
gifts then _ moſt holy Believer " 
may out-pray, and” out-preaets, ahi 
out-do'them;but rhey' in ſincerity: and 
- Antegrity otit-go-tim/ | © 4 9007! 
h.q. 8. 2. Gifrs are for the uſ6amd/SHad'of | 
= : Others, they arc givetr it ordivre ad alt 
iv WW, as the-School-men ſpeak, for the 
vie. ., profiting and edifying of -others;'f6 
R4- ſays the Apoſtle; 1Cor: int 6 Tel _ 
| am geven to profit withal. 
rd, God Now a man may” &fffe hothet - 
es riſe his gifrs;and yet be inedified? himfef,; | 
F-herto He may be profitable to anothery afd 
mod. Elina unprofitable 'ro/Iimfelf; © 
1 of "A Jame man may” with his: Cpired 
was Point-to-thee the; right. way, 3 yet 
2 good not b&able to' walk ih it-bimnfeſf "A 
meat, YL crooked Taylor miy make a ſufr to & 
yr a ſtreight body, though it fit'not bim 
Car the —— it, becauſe vhs crooked- 
Sugar ne 
| "FhSObureh (CHHA 6 Mefſ _ 
ſed)may be watered rift 
en gutter, che Sun Es who 
— 


Ls het ; * 


_— 
oy 


Fi efichey 


5 Word £ 

er | n&"tpot or oe vthority doihads 

He (peaks it, bur apon the Pen 

and ] of tF&God char $ It. So that anQ- | 
and $ ther may he .converre Bop my preach- - 
lW"7: #ha! ye "May! \ aſt- away Not- | b 
$'0f Hm yer PH makes 4 Ubar 1 Cor. ge! 


ai } and rare prophetic of Chrilt, and_ yer *7- 
che | -- hath no. wo by Chrift ; There 
ſhall come Ps AY ot 0 Tacab. and 4 

ate PA Cr Fife "oxt of Tirael\, But yer 
f ſhaff have no. benefit. by. it; 
by Rat! Far wot now, T ſhall weld 
ef; | bib, vat ret nigh, Numb: 24-17. 
and God may uſe a mans Gifts.to bring 
#orlter-ttn "hen he _him{ſe!f, 
whoſe Gifrs ©9d bſes ,thay be.a ſtrail- 
= Chit: e thah wy &e 

m the" BicyY,” andy te 
may- ber Traffer onco.che of &n- Acts an 
aero "ffrevgdtiegs and cor Nd "$4n- Mon. 1a 


eb A» bro, 5 ,to ſta ahi pungie, 
-e ing, ol d $47 x 

| er oe,” and yet afterwrarc 

ih roftate bjtnſerf, 


edn tellovue of one Johannes _ 
Speiſe- 


 '? 
" 7 


who preactied the 4d d powen- 


_fully, chat divers comman., Haro; 
"wWete converted, and became. good 
Chriſtians, and yet himſelf after 

w_— Papiit,and came to a ITO k& 


*Thus the- Son may burn. bri 
to.light others in their Work, bright | 
afterwards go out in a; ſtink. 

3. Ir is beyond the. power of the 
greateſt gifts to change the heart.z-a 


Inan may preach like an, Apoſtle, pray 


ike an, Abbe 1,.and . yeh 55 
bearrofa Debit. Thy =O, only at 


can change the hearr; x 2 greateſt gifts 
can't change it,but the leaſt grage;gan ; 
gifrs may make a IMGp A, FRO: 4 
grace makes a man a 
_'Nowit Ifrs'car n'L £ 
_ then'a ran may. Chg 
og yet be Due 05th # iragi 
Many have aden, v : 
BY. [nr nts iſs to Hellino tor fr das | 
wy 1 Wis tor, he- Was. 4 
{ r; #nd 6a or. 1 
woolFndt 4 "bit 
fir fr himfo the” "ark; es Tags 


4 P 1, pd uh. 


to {000 plc te Sib and a 
riſees were men afgreat gifts gifts, a "= | 
where is the wiſe, "Y 
The Preachin ft the be: rlps to od r Cor: 
that periſh ſeoliſlme/ 
i Them that " who are they ? Tis. | 
» | who? the wiſe and che learned, both -» 
| among 7ews agd. Greeks ; theſe are : 
called :hems that periſh. Surgunt indo: 
& rapyunt alum dum 10s cun deftrina 
noſtra in  Gehennam detrudinaxr, (aid a 
greatBiſhop when he ſaw a poor ſhep- 
herd weeping over a Toad. The poor 
illiterate, world attain exp -opbbe 2 e 
we With all qur, carning : fall in 0 het. 
There are three things muſt b : done 
ſor us, if ever we would avoid periſh- 
ing 
We mult be thraughly convinced 
of fin... .. , 
We.  mplit be reqlly united to 
Chriſt. i 
We muſt be inſtated i in the Cove- 
nant of Grace. : 
Now the greateſt gifts cannot ſtead 
vs in any one. of theſe, 
; ©), cannot. work thorough con- 
y 
They cannot \<ſect g our Union.” 
They 
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key caunor bring us ms-Covenan 


And confequently they cannot preadec 
ſerve fron erernal periGngan TW.1o 
| then a man may have” the preareſhſſt] 
$ LG. 1.4 gifes and'yer,. be bor almoſt a'Chriſtian. Yr! 
5, Gifts may decay and periſh;rheyſr 
. da nor” lie beyond©rhe reach of cor-, 
roption; indeed Grace ſhat} never pe- fic 
_ $8.11 rich, but Gifts wif; Orace'is incorrup- ih 
| *rible; thongh Gifts'are not; Grace is BC 
| #/priug, whoſe waters ſail nor, but the Yr 
ſtreams of Gifts may be dried up.” If 
grace be corruptible inits. own nature, 
as beivg bbt« crearore;yer'ir is incor- Bp 
ruptible in'regard of its' conſerver, asf 
being- the' new creature; he'rhar did! 
create it in us,Will conſerve it inugte 
deb. 12.2. ttiat did begiw 1t,yvill alfb fmithir. .. 
Gifts haye, their roor.in nature; bur 
Grate hich its roor in Chriſt ; "and 
therefore though, Gifts may dix-and 
wither,yer Gracethalt abide for ever. 
Now if Gifts,are perſſhing, . then 
(though he rfiar.hach the leaſt grace is 
a Chriſti Rene Thaf Heh ob þ at= 
eft-gif Pk but altnolYa Ctitiftian. 
Byt doth not-the Apoſtle bi& uxto- 
Wa 19 Fo the beff gifts? © 1 Cor 12.1 
Zr; 


4 = Fy2 roo + 440 
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21. Why moſt weeuerd ae: rag 
ovet rhem-earneftly,if they: avan nor 
oMAalvation ? ; 
Gifts are"good,thonghthey arent nſw. | 
Wthe beſt goody they are excellent, buc 
tan.Erhere is fomewhart more excellent; (6) 
it follows inthe ſame verſe: yet 7 ſew 
unto you a more excellent way, and that 
is the *way of Grace : one dram of _ 
prace is 'more "worth rhan a Talent of 
ifts;Gifts may make us rich towards 
men, bur it is Grace that - makes us 
rich towards God, 
Oat Gifts profit others, bur Grace Lek Is, 
profits our ſe/ves;rhat whereby Ipro 


| It another is g00d,but what whetedy 
id' YI am profired my {elf is better. / - © 
lie # Now becauſe Gifts are good;there- 


, Ffore we 6vpght to cover them; but be- 
ur Fedbſe they are not the beſt good, 
nd Y therefore we- onght hot to" Telf lin 
nd F them; we muſt covet GA 
er. | g004 of others, that they may be edi«4, 
en JF fred; and we mnſt cover Grace for the 
18 good of gnr own ſouls, that rhey may 
3 be faved;; for whoſoever be bettered 
'by our Gifts, yer we thall miſcgrry 

wirliout Grace. © -* 

3. A man may have a high profeſſion 2 


ov 


Wh,  B-*L.2: 


Z . +4 


. o, 


"of Religion,be much in txternal duties o 
odlineſs, and yer be but almoſt a Chrig; 
Rim Mark what our Lord Chriſt tell 
them. in Mat-7.21. Net every one thatfi 
ſaith wnto me, Lord,Lord, ſhall enter mtyl 
the Kingdons of Heaven; that is, not 
every one that makes a profeſſion off 
Chriſt, ſha]l therefore be owned for af 
rrue Diſciple of Chriſtz 4 are nor 
+ Rom.9. 6. rack that (ave; of Tract; nor are all 
; Chriſtians that make- a-profeſliqn 
- Religion. | 
Whar a goodly profeſſion had Zudail 
he followed Chriſt, left all for Ghriſt 
he-preached the Goſpel of Chriſt, kh 
caſt out Devils in the name of Ghriſ, 
he cat and drank at theTable poet 
and yet 7=das was but an hypocrite. 
Moſt profeſlors are like Lillies, fai 


in- ſhew,but foul in ſcent; -or like pep 

Per, hotin-che. moutb,but cold-in;xh 
ftomach. The « ſt lace may be upor 
the courſeſt cloth. L. 

It is a great deceit to meaſure th 
ſubſtance of our Religion,by the bulk 
of -our profeſſion; and-to judg of the 
ſtrength of our graces , by the lengtl 
of our duties. The Scriptures ſpeak 
of ſome,who having form of godlineſfs 
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#165 offget deny the-power thereof. -- Deny the Tin F 
» Cori ang that is, they don't live in the 
ſt rellprattice of thoſe graces which they 
ve thatſpretend to in their duties;he thar pre- 


e& mfſtends to godlineſs by a ſpecious pro- 
$,Not{fefſion, and yet doth not practiſe god- 4 
hon offlineſs by a boly converfation,he hath 4 bs 
| for afform, bat denies the power. 


nor 1/4 Hugo compares ſuch to the Oſtrich, Loguines | 
Ire alltas; = habet ſed yon volat, which hath pip vs - oe 


ON C great wings, but yet flies not; many Galonim. 
aye the wings of a fair profeſſion, bur 

nada t uſe them not to mount upward 
eariſt; yin ſpiritual affetions, and a heavenly 

|, -kefconverſation. | | 
briſ, But to clear the truth of this, That 2 
- 5 a-man May make a high profeſſion of - 
rite. Religion, and yet. be bur almoſt a 
$,-fairf Chriſtian; take a four-fold evidence. 

> PEP 1. Ifa man may profeſs. Religion, 
th and yet never have his heart changed, 
"upongynor his ſtate better'd, then he may be 
4J« great profeſſor, and yet be bur al- 
moſt a Chriſtian. 

But a.man may profeſsReligion;and 
of the yer never haye his heart changed, nor 
*ngch] His ſtate renewed. 
peaky He may.de a conſtant hearer of the 
wow and” yet be a Sinner ſtill; he 

| may 


'© [2 


bulk 


Ep: 


Ks 
may come oftento the-Lore's TabWiti 
and-yer go away a ſinner as he can : 
'-we muſtnor think that Cutics;ex opShar 
vperaro, can:confer Grace. dy: 

Many-a ſoul h:th-been convert@&ar 
by Chriſt in an Ordinance, - but nevRh: 
was any foul converted by an Ord 
nance without Chriſt, 
And doth Chriſt-convert all that ſie 
under the Ordinances ? ſurely noz 


"F Dor. 2. to ſome, the word is a ſaviour of deal 


anto death. '£ 
.And iffo, then ic is plain, that” 
man may profeſs Religion, and yer | 
but almoſt a Chriſtian: 
' . *2.A man may profeſs Religion, and 
Jive in a form of Gutltinefſs in Hypocti$i 
fie, Iſa. 48. t. Here ye this, O houſe of 
#acob, which are 'called by the name viha 
Iſfracl, and are corme forth out of the wat 
ters of fudah , which ſware by the nam 
- mare and” maks-. mention x ae 'S, 
od "of Iſrael,” but nat it ty.uth, 
parity What.'do'ye rhe 
theſe ? They make. ment ion of the name; 
of the Lora, there is their profeſſion T 
but not in truth, wor ity" rig reebeſels n 


there is their !: difſinmlation j 
mdeed there- could -be no: byys: 
cri 


. 
hat "—_— 
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 Tabſſific in a religions ſenſe, were: ic not 
canaghy a profeſſion of Religion 3""for he 
X opWar is wicked and carnal, and- vile 
Iwardly, and appears to be ſd out- 
vert@ardly, be 'is no hypocrite, bat" is 
bake tat he appears, and appears What he 
But he that is one thing really, and Hpocrita 
bat ſother thing feemingly, is: carnal and/#//t vides 
0; folkholy; and yet ſeems to be good and” /4/its. 
acatiply, he is an hypocrite, . 
'&. Thus the Caſa;ts define Hypocrifie p;,, 5.. 
"Þ be Simulatio [anititatis, a counter-cr:d. 1.8. 
et dGiting of holineſs, and rhis fits Exact= C. 9- 
with the Greek word vauzeans, / 
; anFiich' is from vwoucuuw, to counter- 
Es n 
yſe off And to this purpoſe, the HebrewsgpI'D 
we vave two words for hypocrites, Panim II, 
wagprhich ſignifies facies, and Chanepin; 7. "» 
amegrhich ſignifies Counterfeit s fron Chavyri 
'$4p%, to diſſemble,ſo that he'is anihy- 
r Mpocrice that diſſemblesReligion, and 
yeareth the face of holineſs,and yet is 
wmegvithout the grace of hotinefs'; he ap- 
ofNiFears ro be in femblarice;; what he-is 
ſs not in ſubſtance; he wears a form of 
nea-odlineſs withour,-ofly as a cover ofa 
Wrophane lieart within, - _ 
e 


bo Od. 4 


Tollee in» 


ed, L 6p; 
He hath a that he may ML 
pe thoughe-wi but it. is bur] 
rofeſſton, and therefore he is wickefer 
is the Religious Hypocritez Aba 
5 becauſe he pretends to itz ani{h 
yet an Hypocrite,becauſe he doth buſin 
pretend to ir; he is like many men h 
a Conſumption,that have freſh look 
and yet rotten Lungs: or like,an Apyte 
ple that hath a skin fair, but a rote 
coarz many appear Righteous, who ar 
only Righteous in appearance. 
And if ſo, then a man may pre 
Religion, and yet be bur almoſt | 
Chriſtian. r 
3. Cuſtom and Faſhion may creatf 
2 mana Profeſſor ; as you haye mz nf 
* , that wear this or that garbe, not be 
+ cauſe it keeps them warmer, or hatlc 
any excellency in it, more than anogrt 
ther, but meerly for faſhion. | 
Many -muſt have powdred hairy 
ſpotred faces, Feathers in their Caps! 
Ge. for no other end,but becauſe theyJ! 
would-be fools in faſhion. q1 
- So many profeſs Chriſtianity, nat. | 
becauſe the means of grace warms the 
| heart, or that-they ſee any excellency' 
in che ways of God above the World, 


- bur | 
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y nÞut meerly to follow the faſhion; I 

burviſh 1 might-not ſay, it Hack been 

ckeſttrue of 'our days, becauſe Religion 

; Abarh been uppermoſt, therefore many 

z anhave profeſſed it;it harh been theguin- - 

h baſing Trade, and'then moſt'will be of 

en iſthat Trade. 

Religion in credit aakes many Pro- 
feſſors, bot few Proſelices; but when 
Religion ſuffers, then its Confeſſors 
t.'no more than its Converts; for 
itom makes rhe former, but conſci- 
ce the latrer. 

\ He that' is a Profeſſor of Religion 
- Jmeerly for cuſtom-ſake,when it prof- 
atgpers,will never be aMartyr forChrift's - 
anylſake when Refigion ſuffers. 

t be He that owns the truth to live up- ' 
yon that, will diſown it when it Comes 
gro live upon him. 

4 They ſay, 'tharwher' a howſe is de « 
hairgſdaying and - falling,” all: the Rats/and 
ps Mice will forſake it : -while-the houfe 
theyJis-firm, and they may ſhelter in the 

qroof, they'] tay? bur no longer ; leſt 

.not| in che decay, the fall ſhould be upon 

thei them, and they that lived* at- -0P, | 

ency {ſhould Tiear bortom+j/ - 2! 

rid, My — may 1 ot [ we: 

bur | = have 


a a” 


i m” | 
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$ io | habe bali ab are-1 'Verinine, ney 
"Rats angMice-of Religion, that-would® 


live ugter the.roof Fits while they /; 
t have ſhelter inity but when A 
forſake ic leſt it. ſhauld fall; 
the fall ſhould” be upop'them ; Fay 
perſwaded this is not the leaſti.reaſon 
why.God hath brofight the wheel vp JF, 
onthe: profeſſion of Religign,: vizut 
rid ir of the Virmine, -: ©) | 
He ſhakes the - Foundation: : GE t 


"Hauſe, that theſe Rats-and, Mjge mx 


quit the roof; not to overturn at, bue 
to-rid-them our. of itz as the Hysband-F; 
man fans; the Wheat, that be-niny 'penlÞ 
rid of the Chatf, The' Halcian-d 


of the Goſpel-provoke hypocriſte, but 


the ſufferings for Religion prove ſin- 
cerity. 

Now then if cuſtom /and- faſhion;y * 
_ many men;profeſſors,then » rtijn 

feſs Religion, | and yer be bat 
a @ Chriſtian, - 

4. 1f many may periſh under a pro- | 
feſhon of godlineſs, then a man may 
profeſs Religion; and yer he but gw 
a Chriſtian. | 

.Now the Scripture Is clear rhas 


" wan may- tha: under the- hi 


profe " 


"of rheXm ot Into wg 5 
rer Og pes but they 
| hae then the only cople ofGod. - 
Wold by &pl of that. hg'©al 17 bo 


| , ovenant with Olerrbert 
C ba yer theſe caſt 08 
4 "In 22: 7. 22. V5 mak ens 
came and made bgaſt of their 


,' ear to rey np that GN 


Ive  thetn; Lord (ay ha racy Pe 2 F 
I propheſed in thy name,c Devils jm cons im - 
| "name, done Many wondarfat bel. works uu | 
Dy name ? 


Now what faith our Lord Chritt 
to this? Then 7 will Wrefile unto thens, verſe 34 


1; never knew UA edle. 708. 82, | 
;here Wt hem that Fropheſi 
| Is name, -an ew ar mn his, 
Ferath, ;in his name caſt out. Devils;and 
then ns caſt qut Garry in his 
J name do many wond:rtul werks,and: er 
periſh for. wicked 0" heli Tit E 
4 -. The profeſſion of Religion will.no- 
©.-"4 more. keep a-man from ORE 
- q ralling Frm ip theSaſegnard,of theGood: 
red, Wi .. 
_e ww joan oy [done 
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"Dinh wn: of Chriſt in. ny 
mouths. Now RO ny Per 
under a (s, 
=. - -mayaman go a _ Foy of 
WES. - gion,and yer be. bur alweſt Chriſtian 
78 Py -Bur'is itn roads I 
> v3 $0.2 him@l,MHe' me before men 
RS-25 2s wil L,-confeſt beſere my Farber 3 
| Heaven: 4 
© Now for Chriſt to ſay, he will cox 
©. * eſs us before the Father,is equivaley 
LL” to apromiſe of crernal life for if Jeſh 
; OA Chrilt confeſs us,God the Farher wil 
TAS _ never diſowh us. +. * W, 
; | 8 True, they that confeſs Chriſt, al 
-.. --. be confeſled by him; and it. is as/true, 
J =”.  thatthisconfeſſion is equivalent to @ 


Cal 


promiſe of Salvation. But now .yot 
muſt-know, that profefſing Chriſt, 

nor confeſſing him; bs; to profels 
Chriſt is one thi onfeſs Cl 

S mganrner! confe Sig living teſti 

mony for Chriſt, in a time when Re 

ligion ſuffers, rofeſſion may be only 

a lifeleſs formality,in a time when Res 

ligion proſpers. © To confeſs Chriſt, w - 


£9 Ho his w_ and own au 


: 


+ $4 


$ "yp oppoſing his fo, and yes be bus. bo 


þ£ 


© and yerlive't 4 rr pos > 


may be rom a feigned-loye tothe: 


ways of Chriſt, bur confeffion is from L 
'y rogers love to the-perſon of Chriſt: 


profeſs Gund 1s.'t0 OWN him,. 


pat none deny -hianto confeſsChriſt, Fo e 


iſto plead for him;and-ſuffer for bim, 
when others & hbimz ne eene 

may be profeſſors, but the-Marty | 
the true confeſlors; Profeſſion BD A 


ſwimming down the ftream,Confeſſion = 
is-a ſwimming againſt the ffream, 5 


wamnany my fvimwith'theftream 
eithe dead fiſh,):that-canner ſwing 
Sink the fiream with rhe Hving hih; 
niany. may- profeſs. Chriſt, that cane 


$4 confeſs, Chriſt; and ſo notwithſtandin C1 "y | 
q their profeſſion,? yet- are! but. aims "_y 
Cri 


4 To:come yet-nearen;.f ine mey 


Chriſtsan How far a man may 


$ £0 in this. work, I ſhall ſhew you In - * * 
NeN ſeven Gradual: inſtances..: ; "4 


Firſt, vf-w an-a297 be comvineed-offiv, 


| and jet be bur aimoſt. « Chriſtiana, For, . 
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(x, Conviction may* be; fational:;as 
well PERS be from a 08+ 
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my Word, hh rhe « ett Lifrork: WS 4 

- che:Spirffappl ing, ſin rothe heart 

_ 7-2; ©onvidtions:may' be: worn out 4/4 

p 54 they+ ro grs gn (6) ay and- end nor* 

vj - , in found Convenlion/Gith the Chufth, Y 

—_ 5. We have been with uhuld we have been in! 

=O pin, we have brought forth wind: : 'This: 
ARA «the {sinroftheGhurch,io reſ@&</! 

renee ro ubproficablenets of thein j 

afletions;and it may be the complai 

of mioſt in reference tothe 'unprofit 

= blencſs of cheit- convictions, © | 4 El 
_— -''3, take-conviRtions:of fin 

= deconv from fingagd'1b ſito 
= andreſt in their tonvictions.-''ThatiaY þ 

= = fad gre wr ih Eplira« | 

$01.1 13 jow, pra perpo —_ Soh, forthe 

* wa wp ace of the 


+ - breakin fs of Cdn, 
"1 breaking fo Dea gal 
_-. 
> Eonfiencs;' 3 dy ae groca Out; 
br may de tiiiſtaken amd. reſted infor. 
denver lon then a'mhan may have 0n»; 


- | WY i were be bur aknoty: efron , 
es 12. dafyer be) ” # almoſt ig Ul 
TR61,. Srl, 10 "id Flv fora tos ofthis 

'; <8 birch: Tight, \ oo aan mar” and'J 6 
_— ere + 


- - "of 
= x8 = = # 
Ss...” wy Was 
%» g 


chereforeh&i caſtes: + or coo 
God, "Prophant K 5/au; yer he Founlge 
again cactully wirhirgarss- ;4 © 
2 - Butdoth nor Chris Pronopnce them 
J. 'Vielſed that mourn deny: 4. Bleſſed 
are they that mourn; $- 
Sure theniif a.man mourn for fin he I 
Isin a good” condition :/ you ſee faich 
Natiamnien, - md $wayud. Tis corngh's + 
oa4vy witay, rhat ration. ls ord 
with ſofrow. - #54 gs. 4 
; Tanver, 4t is true, thax thewimde 18 
« © mourn for fin in the ſenſe-Chriſt thee © 
Py ſpeaks of, are bleſſed;but all-mourning 
SS for ſin, doth not therefore render us on 
bleſſed. ih d | "I 
I: True mourning for fia muſt; flow £1 
from ſpirieualconvictions ofche evilfc.. at El 
vilene(s,and: damnable nature of fan: th 
Now alFEthat-:mourn for fin, 'don'e -: £M 
do it from-a; through-work ofiþiriradl-,.. '%s 
conviction up che ſou}; they hawe” : 
not a = atromeoma and, vile-/] 
neſs of: | LA, K ol 
2. True oumingifar) fi, | is mow a7 
fot the'ovil DECOR AA wil © by, = 


- . pu 
> 


___ ud ke C wt od thikbecuuſc it damns | 
"the fool: $0. wv R ' 
-Now theke are many 'that mourn | 
for 'Þn, not ſd much for the evil that © 
-*i8 in it,” as\for the'evil-rhat jr brings. 
Y e. , With | it;. there” is movgrning for fir: in 
"VL": "Hell; you read of weeping and wailin; 
"* -chere. The damred are weeping a 
> Mourning to eternity; "tbere-is all ſor- | 
==”, row, and" no comfort; as in Heaven - 
= there -is peace without trouble! joy / 
7, without mourning, To in Hel] there 
| Wo -&-trouble without peace, «mourning” F' 
- without Joy, weeping and wailing in- 
- -6effabtly; bur it is for "the evil they 
feel'by 11n,and not for the evil that's 
- 4y ſin. , So that a mar may mourn:for 
"Ho, and yet be-but almoſt 'z Chriſtian: 
= irmay grievebim to think of periſh- 
4 #” omy-for ſin, when 'it"doth not grieve 
Wm that he is defiled and polluted by 


ey hirdly, Abu wa kk large Con- 
4 75 of fon, 20 God, to Saber. and yet be 
almoſt 4 Chriſtian 
"How 4 drboos wn doth Sav{:confels 
ke oo, Ch Lerner _ | 
ron. art more'r bteong than rt þ 
The plata the fokgnd: bene emel 


” . 
0 [ 
"2. a - 


D. 
| © 
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$63 ge. 34 Ws ——* r if pn _.”" 7 
have med in betrays. ";unorens 6 0+” 4 * Mark 4 
Yet Sax! and Indas were Þ9 ae J, Y 
xected of God;ſo that a man tk, » 
>; 4 fels ſin,& yet be bat almoſt aChr: fat. Pres 
% [i But is not confeſſion 4 a cha- Ob} F- 
7 ter of a Child of God ? Doth not i Toka7.9 op 
the Apoſtle ſay, If we confeſs na 6 Poreatsl 

Gag 6 juſt and ſaithſwul t0 Ee t rum 
No-man wasever kept. out of A 
for his confeſſed badteks, nk Was 

ny are kept out of Heaven for dk 
lots; 


. ſup goodneſs. 

io Hebrew, ſignifies conſe ow \ fo 
now 7udah got The Kingdom from , 
Reuben; confeſſion of ſin is the Way to 
the Kingdom of Heaven, 


» ol 


': | There are ſome chat confeſs 0, ani. We 
- are ſaved; there are others that COn- 7 =” 
e | fel ſinjand periſh. - #.. 

y I, Many confeſs fm meodly out-of / S 


cuſtom, and not out of conſciedce ; - bh 
you ſhal} have. many that will 'never 


pray, but they gIrglogys fho Þfp 
| che.” 


* fefſion of ſin, and; yet never 


bes--a or burden of it upon their can-" 
cie 

. 2+ Many will confeſs Jefſer fins, and” bh 
yer conceal a OY the Patient ' 


« - 4 * a 
os ri. MBS 
, : 


x 
4' 4& 


Thi | 
_ hen k{ Liver 


Many ws: IS finin. the ge- 
7, or confels themſelves SIE, 
, and yet ſee _Nictle; and ſay. leſs of thei 
particular ſins; an implicite confefſia 
(28 one faith) 1 iz, aImolt as bad as an4 
implicite 


"Where Ao is Fahey is will be 


I "CiſtinZt, eſpecially of thoſe, fins «1 
"8 NY. c ouy chief fans, 
Pa } \ Jt. 0 David confeſſes Ji, Hood: wiltie 
Dh as x. and whe repo Fg? emy, 
"a Sq FR gn "SNfu0r'y Lone theSainth, 
d x0: hear wen confels they are. 
» to P; Sinderh, 909 Yer. can't confels 
; ir.;f 


.. ® , 
_ FF 
- 


_ Though, the fear fn be too bad x6 
, bc committed, yet there is no fin x0p 
> had 40 be .copfefled, | 
1 Y 4%; Many will Fonſe fip,. but Jt-is 
-gnly. under extremity,thak; is nor free 
valuntarys.: Pharach. confelles.his | 
ME Was when net Ng 


Ic be w_ MY d 4 aft the Lor 
* oe ET ot he 


To % 
"20 % 
__ % 

«a 

: 3 &# 
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- FP 4 8 k 
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£15 ] rarer ons of a ſpring,yhich-cans free ..v 
wi Iy,nor like 7 ut of 3 'Seill,vehich .;. 
3 4 is forced by fi 
_ 5. Many confeſs cheir Con with 
| no Lace co-forſake-fin ;. they”. 
the-ſins rhey. hays,comms 
"** J gdon'cleaye the ſins they have- com 
1. | - Many men uſe confeflion: ay Lewis 
#7 Y the Eleventh of Fraxce did; lis. CruCl- 
n+ | fix; -be-would Svear.an Oath, and 
are then-kiſk it-3. and Fxeat9Bain and Eb.c, 
fel kifs 16, agajt 
So many fin, and then conſe xhey 
do-not. well, bot yes never; ſtrive oq do- 


bereers 

9 |  Mr.JaGe cells-aftory.gf a iſtep-* 
' de-knew.. thar, wogld bejaften k- 4 
apf,;wheg be; camp: anro.'rhe Po & I 

would: confels it very» lamenting!y;s. wo - 


and yer no ſooner was he-our. af the 


p a 


s oy OP © 5 Ae 


confels* Jefler-# "Int yer conceal 
HIYL f "Mow De > fin only-m 
- or only utiger extremity, 
ſin without any 
tnrenr to fbrſaks lin, then ſurely & mah 
may confeſs fin, and FF* be but alnaft, 
a Chtiftian. 
Fourthly, 4 FOE may ſorſake pn," 
"ahd yer be bit ahwoft w:C tran, te 
"ay Jeave” his laft "and! his "wicked 
ways, which hefOmetimes ſived in;and 
m the Jadgment of theW ord become 
2 new man,and- yet not be a new-crea\ 
M tife. Simoy XMagns,when he hears Phi- 
&8.13,4ip preaciing concerning the Kingdom 
+ «9.303 leaves bis JUECEr Ine WRT 
2 craft; and delteves_”* 
But you'T-ſay,* this ſeems contrary | 
2 +, to Scripture g for that ſays, Hi that 
| pr roſes and h fih, ſhall have 
> 1 : Bat T-conjeſs firf, yea, not only. 
"3 - ; ar aNo Fforfake ſing ſure there- 
© fore his merey'isby* portion, ir "be 
longs to me. 
-" It is trye; that where oy ſoul for- 
fakes ſin @ right'Prine res a 


right manner; -t0 ati by end 
te forlikes fin as fi abi 
15'066, ns: ho aticy ori 


Sa. I 4 
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yin wich God, and- the fondo Calle 
ney, made-good to-ir, Jo? yr hens 6 
any | -- But now pray mind, there'is-z for- 


man ; fin that: is-not right, but un- 


” x. NE Open ſins __ be deſerted, and 
bn, F yer ſecret ſins be retained; now 
he | this {is not a q cer anne? ſuch a 

ked 8 foul fhall never A man 
and } may be cured ofa deeds, in his fleſh, 

me andyet may dic of an impoſthume | in 
cal | his bowdls, 

þi-$ 2. A man may forſake fin, -but nor 
om | as fin; for he that forfakes 1in as fin; -- 
eli- | forſakes alin; A quatenns ad onmne 

valet conſequentia : it is impoſſible far - 

iry } = mag 40 forfake'ſin 2s fin, unleſs he - 8 
hat | forſakes all thathe knows co be fm... 3 
eve F. grantor Sp ogy, <> 17 16 + 
nly. another the faſter; as a man that: Bp 
re- | to: Seay would willingly fave all his " IG 
z& | goods; but if the ſtorm ariſes thathe 7" 
eantiot, then he throws ſome aver|  * 
board ro lighten-che" Veſſel, and fave. 
the reſt, So did they, ft. 27,38. 

+ $g/ the Sinner chaſes to: keepall is 

' ſins, bur if a Cormpariſesin ; 
waved then he will heave one luft 
QyVCet- 
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bs "FEE 8 526 Die the. ATCA 
= the Koghs be! opt oft, i. 


1 _” 2 man is.a- Signer-before ever he 
a6ts.fin, {þ. (till grace renew him)-be 

is a, Sinner; though he leaves ſin; for 

; yo is Crigia:ip in him Faſtin 

mn ' 
. 5. Sin-may.be te frand yet he loveds 
a man may forſake the life gf:fin,. 
&  _ yetremain thelove of ng now though: 
=. leaving. fin makes.him almoſt a Chrir 
E -- Rian,yer. Joxing fig ſhews be.is bubaty | 
_” moſt. & Ghriffion, 

We. - , It is: a. leſs, evil-to do ſinand, nat love 

_— 4 "it, than/tolove fin and not do. itz for 

pe = $9.40 fin may argue only weakyeG of 
WW” 7.606; bur to-loveſin argues firengch 
24 uy ” alt Kbaiethat 1 BALD | 

©: 830,16 bad in. any part; of man; 

1 fi oy 2028 20H Ce 
E945. "1D onyerl: OF 3IN 40 
'-  verſation may. be oy rom infiemicys 

| fin rw is. the:frujn of 
GORE: CDeracy; . 4 29d. ,caſ-* 
6. Ai 0.59 becaied 
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—— may lay the weapons: LS, 


out. of bis hand,and-yer-the enmitÞ+. . 


gainft God ftiltremain in his heare,. 
- There may be 2 truge,- be may Þ 

fin againſt bim, bur there _ be 

peace'fill he be yaiced unto bi... 
Reftraining grace holds in the: Sink + 


ner,but ir is renewing grace that cog 
gesthe Naturg. Now many are held in” 
by.grace from being open Sinners,th 
axe not; renewed by SraCe,--and LE, 
rye Believers... 

;1 Now then;!-if 4: man;may”- forighe 
open ſins,and retain-ſecret fins; if he 
may-forſake- ſin; i butnor as fin;;, if he 
may-les one — - another-the 
fakerziOa;men ago | 
yet drafigngr 
aoiliyctbe Joved 1 \ Fi BY; * £8 nd 
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changed, then F) nan may forte Tin, n, 
- _ be'bue t almift.a Ch b 
> A tan muy ba Fs yet 
'N but alweſt aChriſtian. hared 
Amnjons wncteatinets with” his Sites. 
Fhamar yea, his hatred was ſo great;d# 
© thathe ſlew him for ir, and yet mY 
bY rw ret wicked-man. 
&- -. Bar che Scripture makes it a fign of 
M8 a gracious heart 'ro hare ſin; yea, 
*.- though a man do through” infirmity 
fall Seo ſin, yet if he bares it, this is 
= pr roof of grace. Pal proves the fin- 
= ..-&rity of his hearc,and the truth of his 
>. grace, by his hatred of fin,' though 
+ FE miitred «, Rom. 7- iy. What 7 
=”. hate, that do 1: 
- 1 Nay, what- is grace; due conſormit at 
= cam. archetypo, a conformity” of the 
*-. foul to God, to love as God loves, to 
”” hate as God hates:now-God haves ſin; 
% * ag part of his holineſs, $o-hate 


> $6 And if I hate fin; cthen'am exnfors 
med 10 Godgand if I any conformed to 
God;then am I altogether a-Chriſtian, 
'k is ttwe, that there's harred bf 
| fia,wbich is a of grace, and which - 
- - RNowsfromTz of grace; ww | 
Ws gh > As for - 
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To hate "R as-ir is an offence” to 


each. of the command, 
and ſo" a wicked controlling” Gods 


im, a8 It'is 4" 


| KI Will, whict-is-the only rule” - 
4 neſs ; to hate fin, -asbeing a d | 


nuUOLsS rranſgreſſion of that Law-of 
'Love eftabliſhed. in the blood--and 
death of Chriſt, ' an fo in-a 


crucifying of Chriſt afteſp.. th 


m its nature-is.” 
''Tbus to hate fin is Grace; and hits 
every-true Chriſtian/hares fin. +» 
But though-/every man that hath 
grace, -- hates ſin; yet eyery man- that 
bates ſin, hath nor grace: For 


A 'man "may hate fin from. other- "2 


principtes,nor as it is 2 wrong to-God, -* 
or a' wounding Cit, of «grieving = 
the Spirir, for{then e would "hate a 


fin; for there i#n6 fin'but ath- chis in 
the nature of it: Bat * 

x.A-man may hate fin for rhe ſhame 
= nds it, wer rn nr theevil 
that 'r, - $Sorne nners there: are 
who - deelare +#bilr fir 45 Sodotn, and 
Pe "They ETef* down in 
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God, a wrong to his: Majeſty; tohate - 
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To bate fin-as being a grieving and 
quenching the"Spirit of God, az all fin 


KmIS 


* * 
EY bs ——— 
{ 45, 
a Fl 
—— - 
=. as 


the ® , 
l _ © 
%*+ w - - G 
Y # - 4 
WA», ts ah » 


T5 DEPT TY 


the ow of the (as yet glory: In thei 
1. ſhame Phil.3.19,But now Others therp 
ae; wha.gre aſbamed offfin,and there- 
. re hart: ir, not for-the fins ſake, ; 
_ the ſhames ſake... This made «bſo/a 
Þ hate dlrynons uncleanneſs,” becay{&-ji 
po VP , brapght- ſhame ppon} bim and bis 
_ Siſter, 
©-2%; A pan may. bate- fin imore- 
: others than is\ himſelfs-fo doth he 
--, Deuokars, he haves -Drankenneſs in 
”- - -anotber, and yer praQtiſes it himſelf; 
the lyat hatcs falſhood in another;bar' 
it, jn bipifel, Now. he chat hates 
froma ry of graec, hages fig 
moſt in. hinaſelf; þe;bates fin in others, 
1468 Mr he-loaths moR the ſips- of bis awe. 
F eart. 
59-34 A man may hate one fin, a3 tbe 
” ing cobtrary- 40.agather, . There 
F£5; COnfraficty, hErern 
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Ez hevrers loſtond luſt; ft.48 rh 
p ron af the: bf af rac," Shar, tn is2 

* uniform life ; thexg 13$:1ng Re grace. 

F contrary. 40) another;;-- the; graces of? 

+ BGods$ Cm OE Ae! 
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3» ab-gne;: conkft.:rogethan, at; 
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» DA red th *T an. Eno © 
a ber oi without ove, no love withvur - 
—FIbolineſs”; and. fo on rhe other; _ > 
Jno hotineſs withanr” love, ne 
= without faith, So thatchis makes! ie” 2 
: ife of grace an eaſe and excellent lifez ”- 
"I bot now.the life of fin is a diſtraQting, Ws. 
1 contradiCtious life, wherein # man-is a Tit. 'Y 
- Flervant to.contrary luſts; the loſtoaf. "8 
Pride and prodigality, is Contrary-2o-- "2 


.- thc luſt of covetoulnels, &c.. 


"1 Now when one luſt gets tobe the 
IMaſter-luſt in the ſoul, then thay. 
* I works a-batred of its contrary; where Ke 
4 <oyerouſheſs, gets: the hearc, therethe” 2 
heart hates prigezand where pride gets 
upermott, it the heart,chere-the bear 


4 hates covetouſneſs, Thus a man'may;. »* 


._ | hate fan, not from @ Principle of grace, 
. , | but from the contratiety of 

He dan'e. hate- any fin-as it is ſin, - | 
but he+ hates it-as being bontſary 4; 


"7 I his beloved fin; 


"4 for the ſhame-that grrends ir;if he may 


Now then. if. a man may boi 44 


> 
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J bate fin more'in orbers, © than in hin-! | 

"| ſelf; and if he may hate one fin as being 
4 Pry  agweghs ma 
(ht (T0 | 
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ly, {man nie mals 
Promiſets he may. have "Y 
- £5 at MY eſelntions againſt fin, and yelliWil 
but almoſt a Chriftan.  Ymo 
"= This did Sa#/, he promiſes and re 01 
m-26. ſdlycs againſt his ſin, - Kerarn my Sol 
= .. David; ſaith he, for / will no' more 4 
© thee harm. What promiſes and refoly ver 
==. - did Pharaoh make againſt thar ſin « d 4 
"I deraining Gods people ? Saith he, £ 
L8. $ will ler the: people go, that they may ds 1 
| Sacrifice ro the fa9>' tg And again, / willone 
Tet. ye go, and ye ſhall ftay no langer;Njive 
Exod. 9.28. And yet Saul and: Pha-J,us 
Tack both perifhed in their ſins :  theſs,;; 
reſt purpoſes-and promiſes againſ/,z/, 
In; will not make a man a Chriſtians byhe 
For, 
1. Purpoſes and Promiſes againſt 
+ fin, never hurt fin; we By. Ty ſich 
fotk live long;and truly 10 do threat | 
\ Fins. It is not new purpoſes,but-a new: 
' nature; that muſt help us againſt fingſrar 
purpoſes may bring to the birth; butypre 
_ out a new - pature, "there 15 noo! 
ngth ro bring forth, The new nature &n 
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, 42: -oubl 8s | TY & w c * At TY 
yovoke us to large ourpoleWan 
mes againſt fin for the farur 3. 

Jmore common than to vow, and 
re © pay; to ttiake"vows in the day of 
touble,which we make no Conſcience 

' 24 in the day of peace? Many co- 

fenant againſt ſin, when trouble is up- 

Y Ln them; and then fin againſt their co-- 
» Sfyenant,when it isremoved wiggrrbear, 
4 It was a brave rule thar Pliny 
vHone of his Epiſtles pave his fri 
en Nive by Ut rales efſe perſeverimua fa, 
Ja quales nos ſutwros tfſe profit ena ; 
= 1; That we ſhould continte to be ſuch 

vhen wee are well, 4 he pramiſe fo be 

of phen we are fck; 

Many are our ſick -bed promiſes, "Ts 
aſt\we are no ſooner well, but we grow 
cd r of our protnifes, 

Purpoſes and Reſalves. againſt  - 
"Wiſin, for the:futare,may be only a remp- 
ration to put off. Repentance for the 
” preſent; Satan may put a man onto - 
200d purpoſcs,te keep him fram pre- 
ent attempts, 
, He knows whatever we purpoſe, 
Ayer the-ſtrevgrh of arr ionnney! is g0T, 
"4 apr RIVGs. m2 | 
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pre, ate > phitting.: od off for if® 
eſefit z they are a ſecret wil nor," p” 
&preſent opportinity;: That is'a Hot - joy 
ble pallage,L«k.9. 59. Follow me, ſai + 
Chriſt ro the two men;Now ſee wii 
anſwers they give-to Chriſt; Saffer” 4h 
| rf to go and bury my Father, ſays oneJ® 
INS man pur roatby” to: follow "Chrillf 
ofly he-would ſtay to bury hisFathety! 

Says the other, Zord, 7 will follow they 

bur let mt ff 0 and bid then ff 
which ave at m > Fouſe, verſ. 61.1 wi 


| 


"oF Hllow thee, bat only I would firſt'g 

> © and rake my leave of my frinds,or 1t' 
my houſe in'order; and yet wedo 0 

find that ever they followed 'Chrif jo 


notwithſtanding their fair purpoſes; 
4.Natore unfandtified may be fo ft th 
qrought on, on, as to make great prom. a 
urpoles ag ainft 111; » | ** 
I. bg natural if may 'have'gteat 
convictions of ſin, form thei working " 
fan entigtitened copfeienee; : 1051279]; * 
'2, He may approve of the Law'l 
. od. 
>. +" He may have a defire to be f: 
= da ow? thele- 'thiee” rageth $ 
| . HPReRs of conſtlente | "RE on 
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aye. no. > to Pry * 
wn purpoſes. This ' was much»  _- 
caſe of them, Dexr.5. ſay chey 4 to --"F 

MHoſesverl, 27,Go thou near, and bear.” 3 
Wibas the Lord owr God ſhall [91,474 
if thow it to #,ahd we will hear it,aud 4 
| 0 37, n 1 A ", 
7 "This is a fair promiſe; and:-fo God © 3 
4 wakes it,v.28.1 have heard the words of 
w #his people, they, have well ſaid all that 
open Pers: $0. ſaid, and; ſo. dane, <2 
been well, but. it was, 5 ZN 
> done; | for though chey, had-a -= 8 
| tongue.to- promiſe, yer they had ng % 
heart to perform; and chis-God ſaw, M 
therefore ſaid; he; v.29. O EW. 
| were ſuch. 4 hrare in them; that they 
would ſear-wey'nd keep my co 2 1.4% 
| ;cma always, that it might be well with , 18 
them ! 
|...They promiſe to-fear God and kee "8. 
| bis Commandment, þut they, wante 0 
1 2 new heart perform FLA. Wo 
ed faiſtifed hears.had comes. Ir 
T5) ith men ip this caſe, as it; did W es 
Hot Son-inche-Golpel, that Rs. 


T4 _ wah 


bo ha hag - 27 ward bu ae wh 


m ghenf pur 60 s and'pr "OI iſ 
nk never hurt ſin; if preſal 
Rions may 'draw. out large proj 
"Jes , If they may be the fruit of) 
| Femptation, or if from nature finſandt 
= fied; ſurely then a man- may promiſ 
S and purpoſe much againſt fin; ad fl 
= x, be but almoſt s Chriſtian. 
Seventhly 4 man may maint dint 
« frife and combate againſt ſin in himſelf * 
and yet be but alwef «Chr ies. SOO ao 
# Balaam, when he went to. curſe tl 
- people of God, he had a-great- itrill 
5Þ withm himſelf; How ſhall I "cath 
Tug a. 23 (faith he) where God hath not cnrfedl 
| 9 Or how ſhall I defie,phom the Lord bat 
_ ed ? 
+1 i A did not Plate ftrive againſt: hi 
Mark x 5. fin, when he faid'to'the Fews, ſpall -Q 1 
03, 14- cracifie your King ? What evil bath a 
_ 7 Joe? [ am innocent of the blood of th 
EF. juſt man, 'þ 
| Object Bur you will ſay, Is net this-an @ 
Weg gomrent of f pac wo there'is a ftriving 
3 .-.  $#7be ſou ainſt fin! fol what Joel 
'M ſe ſin in Eh heart, be: ace?) 
. 5 I”. ſtle makes-'r4e go 
onſ the ſpirit, and the | 
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al that are not believers. 


re | 
4 in himſelffrhis ſtrife cannot be in hin, 
5 it is impoſſible (as ſuch)that-is, while 
| he is on this ſide a ſtate of Grace... 


the feſb, tot e an argument of 
heart. Now I had er 


in tl 
ll ay heare; though the 14 


corruption ſometimes break I 
atual ſins, yet I finda ftriying in wy 
_ po! againſt ſin, 

7 It is true, there is-a ſtriving again Sl.”; 
Y 6 which is- only. from'grace,  and-'is 
proper to believers; and-there is 4 

ving againſt fin, which is not from 
grace, and therefore may be in them: 


There is a ſtrife againſt ſin.- ia one ' 
I 3nd. the Game faculey, the will againſt 
the will ; the affeQion againſt the af- 
| fection,and this is that which the&Apa- 
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$] tle calls che laſting of the fleſh againſt 


q the ſpirit; that is the ſtriving of the 


q] uaregenerate part againſt the regency 


I rate, and this. is eyer in the facu 


and is proper to believers. only.';;.& 
An unbeliever never finds this ftrife 


But then there is a ſtriving againſt 
dl ſin in divers aculries, and this is the 
| {trife that is in them chat are not belie- 


inf {| vers; there che ftrife 1 is between the 


will 


li. of het op pyens that is ag 
ro - Hin; the will. and affeQion (ide Be 
+ renewed ) they are for fin. And th : 
F Gufcs great tuggings and ſtrong coil 
- bares many times ih. che Sinners hear] 
Thus'ir was with the Scribe; and 
= Phariſees; Conſcierite convinced” thei 
A "of the Divinity of Chriſt, "and of ths 
= truth of his being the Son of Godzanf 
"= yer a perverſe will, and carnal affectid 
ons, cry-out, Crucifit him,CruCifie him, 
nſcience pleaded for him, om had 
witneſs "in their boſons, and y& 
their ills were bent againſt tim, audl. 
Ke: therefore they are- ſaid r0. bave rofl | 
=. tbe Spirit; viz, the workings and con; 
=  Yvitons of the Spirit.in cheir Conſch, 
==” ences, Hf.5.5 1.Ahd this is the caſe 6 
_-N ' miny finncr whey: will ang affeCtioni 
-**. are fof fin; and plead for it, conſcj- 
" Ence is. agaitſt it, ahd many timef} * 
a the fon] form the doing ofit.,|- 
- And hence men take that, "hich op4] © 
| in'them;co be | ce, when 7 
3 only the 'work of a natural V Conſch 
* ence"; rhey | condude the firife is. be 
| Pepe Gat and Sl theres Feeerara 
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and unregenerate' part, when alas it-is 
31 no other.: thap the contention of a na- 
1 tural-conſeience againſt a corrupt will 
mel and affeftions. 
Hl. And if ſo, then a man may {have 
ml great ſtrifes & combates againſt fin in 
himzand yet be but almoſt: a aa 
. '$.; 4 wan may defire' grace,an "ge be 
but almoſt a Ghr:iſtian, 10 did the five 
fooliſh Virgins, Mat. 25.8, Give us 
andy of your Oy; what was that - but true 
Al gracetir-was that Oy] that lighted the 
wiſe Virgins into: the Bridegrooms 
Chamber, 
al : They donot only defire to enter in, 
za. but-they;defire Oyl to light them in; 
ite 1 wicked 'meti may;defire Heaven, . de- 
nl fire aChriſt to fave them;there, is none 
{4 vi ſo wicked: upon Earth but deſire to 
a an be DAPpy' 1n Heaven. 
| - Bur oow-here are they. that define | 
e: grace. as. well as glory, - and yer theft - 
| are but-almoſt. Chriſtians... - | 
7% But is, 1t, not cammonly tau hrychet ObjeR. 
ops | deffrorof race, are grace? nay ,doth not, 
ol 9u5 Log Gaunt; hun!f,make;iv ſo 7; 
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ſires of grace, which are. wracs : ' As, 
 - 1.” When @ man- defires grace from 
d'right {enſe of his narural ſtare, when' 
he ſees the vileneſs of -Sin, and the: 
woful, defiled, and loathſom conditi-- 
on he is in by reaſon of ſin, and there- 
fore deſires the grace of Chriſt to re- 
new and change him;this is grace. This 
ſome make to be the loweſt degree of 
faving faith. 

2. When a man Joyns propoertiona- 
ble endeayours to his defiresdoth not 
only wiſh for grace, but work for 
Grace, ſuch deſires are grace; | 

3.When a mans defires'are conſtant 
and 'unceſfſant, that ceaſe not? buit in 
the attainment of their objet; ſuch 
defires are true grace:They are a part 
of the eſpecial ' work of "the Spirit, 
They doxeally paftake of ' the nature 
. 6fGrace'; iow it-is _ _ 

Birghid participat de Watwurd tot ind; 
Ns jDavnl eqht" 6 which purtakes: uf 700 
nature-of the whole,is'a part of the 
_, the filings of Gold, areGold." The Sex 
is not more really water,than thelleaf 
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+ drop;gthe' flame is'not-muare'rehy 
"Due rheteaf i EI 
>> \ Hheiwy, 2839-21 
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-Bue though dhrrnd)defigrant grace, | 
are graceyl yer all YA ry ATI 
en; nok crus:} For i LS313WW 
he} 585: Aandowaydebre grace, but not 
ti- for; if:(elf,but-for-ſomewhar elſe';/ nos 
__ gee for: graces ſake, but for heavens - 
He. don't'dehire grace, that his + 
his | pature apy. be obinged; his heart re= +2 
of | newed the dmagand God frampr upon WY, 
| birn;and: bis lofts ſubdoedin him; "(+ 2208 
iz | © Thefearr bleſſed deſires-found only 
_ in true Behevers; - The trac Chriſtian 
5x1 ooly:candefire grace for graces fake'; 
butt the 5 Al briftian:may defire - ' \. = 
ol gracedor: Heavengtalle,. 1 257 2: 1977 - 1 8 
in} . 2:08 man'may defire grace withour i 
<< proportionable endeavours) ' after 
:re] grace' z many .are\ good at wiſhing,bad 
ie. | at working!: Like him tha: lay! in the 
rel graſs on a Summers day; >crying+ out,. 
m.l O {6 effer. laborart 1 , ! ras: Magucre do 
ab] nokt 
Bel Solomon ich, The Aſie af the Naarks 
1s | ſul kills him : How ſo? For bis.hands re- * rag 
>| fuſe co-lebopnr, 'Prov,; 24.25; Hopettiy Vi irturem, 
erli.i in.his\defires,” "x47: CAPERTIEY 
The Believer j joyns: deſire and ot ©? & uitgs, 
deavours rogether'; Oboe 
d:firett of the Lord, and thut'1 will Fre 
edna 4+ "'E 2 3. A: 
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wall Chriſtian wit overed;er k. þ 
Dmpis non + AD mans deſires of may de- 
a i - onkcalonatile; rhus- the: MV ingin 

Som 2 deſired oy] when it wag'tob late; 1 

ndefi. The believersdefires areſeaſdnable; 

ran i»- he deſires grace in the ſeaſon, bfgrace, 

j I and ſeeks in a'time! when it: may be 

| equi found. The wiſe mani heart knows both 

& time and :7udgment, He knows his ſeas 

y #"Bcr. (0n, and hath wilJom ro ..irhproye it. -. 

Keel, 8.55 The dillyiSinacr: dork: bll hig-works 

* out of ſeaſon; he {ins-awaythe ſeaſons 

or of grace; and then defires grace: when 

i the ſeaſon is overs, the Sinner doth: all 

Js too Jate, ::a8 Eſax defired the bleſſing || ; 

bri- when it was toclategand therefore the || 1 
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toſ-it; whereas; had he'come {6oner, 
- he chad obtained: it}. - 

. Moſt men are like Ephinerkeas,wile 
too late, they come when the Market 
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Now. as, we know that the ſweat off je: 
the whole body is a ſign of health, bug 11, 
ze: ſweat, of, ſome one part only for 
ws a deſtemper and therefore Physling 
ang. do. reckon: ſuch. a heat ro bef + 
ts. ſymptomitical. . all 

So-where zeal reaches to everyCompgGr 

mand - of God. alike, that-is a ſign off; 

|; REF poeton of 'Soul;but whereſ : ., 

1th is partial, where a. man is hot in one} 2 
partand..coſd in another;thar is fympy| 

cb Ay ecloorr at "of ſome. invrard ſpiritual|eq 
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Theſ rake ryed undef p 
though very horfor the other; * many —F 
Hare morc zealous for aCeremony,than : 
{for the ſubſtance of Religion; More - 
zealous for bowing at thename of Je- 
#{ſus, than for conformity to the life of 
© MF Jeſus ; more zealons for-a holy veſt- | 
bufſment than for a holy life:more zealous "I 
nlyyfor the inventions of men, than for the _ *_ 4 ;® 
bygJinfticutions of Chritt. = *"—_ 
Os This 1 is a ſuperſtitious zeal ,znd uſu- Heirher 


I 


7s Grace never was wrought in, \ When* 
| Off was -it that Paxl was ſo exceeBingly 
CIR] zexlons of the traditions of hisFathers, ſuch og Ct 
ongy as he ſaith Gal. 1, 14.but only when he. Deus nem 
- was in his wretched and unconvert 
ed ſtate? as you may ſee in the next ,,j+ 

i verſes; Bat when it pleaſedGod to call me piracy 
cal by his grace, then 1 conferred not with Ki&.f 
thy !eſb and bliod. Paul had another kind*” 
Eff of zeal then, ated by other kind of ,* 
noir rinciples. ve oo 
asf -Fourthly, Tere is a-{lfiſp zeal, 3 
hh that hath: a man's own ends for its © 
I motive; -Fcbu was very zealous, bur .- 3 
fed It was not ſo much for” God, as" far- - 
WAJthe Kingdom; not fo mugh in obedi; '- | 
WYence to the command; as in deſign = 
9 to ne the Thronez and therefore - 
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_ 
x "2 6d iredtons: to puniſh bim for that# 
= very thing he commands -bim 40 do 
= Hoſ1.4 {wil avenge the blood of Jex4% 
reel upon the-howſe of fehv. Becauſe he 
ſhed that blood ro gratific his luft;nor * 
't0 Obey God. So Simeon and Levi pre 
tend great zeal for Circumciſion, ſeeny} 1 
with very zealous for the honour of God's 1 
Xt Ordinances, when in truth their. zeal 
29 was for Covetouſneſs, and revenge up 
© on the Sechemites. © 
i55  Fifthly,There is 4u  oneyfiele xcal ſuch! 
brar was thar'of the Scribes and" Phariſees 
W they would net_ eat with- onw: ; 
; Eh but yet would live in .unſcell 
; "they would wafh the Cup often," 3 
bit rhe- heart ſeldonyz paint the: out-"} t 
t 
0 
V 
? 


> fide, butnegle the "I0ſjde.7ebn whs a 

ry outfide-reformer,z2 King. 10.” 

Bot he reformed nothing within in” 

or he had a baſe heart under all, v.31. 

2 7D 3 eu tock no heed to walk in the Law of: 
»” the Lord with all hic heart;Though his} © 
fleece was fairhis Livet was rotten; f f 
> Our LordChriſt obſerves of theP4a-JÞ fi 
EE £21; Wax ach to be ſeen of mexzand falt} 2 
” . . fo; that the ny may appear't ro men Fo! It 
ACS br fxg rg 'p 
"Sir Fre ia IT cial ch g 


{runs out upon v-. « £0 like the oli -/ 
- in the Janthorn, that (ends all rhe heat o. 
4 out of the rop,or as the lewd woman 7 . 
eX Solomon mentions, whole feet abiats tor Ptos | 
ff in her-ewn hoaſe., - | 
4 Many are hot and high againſt the 
v4 ſins of others, and yet cannot ſee the 
' fame in themſelves; ; like the Lamie, FE 
a} 4 that put on their ſpectacles when "ts o 
8 went abroad, but pulled them *z 3 
-2F+ within doors. 
hi It is eafie 20 ſee faults in others; and Te bis 
, 28 bard to ſee them in our ſelves, Jebw® wh 
Q zealous againſt Baal and hisPriefts, - 
vſe-rhat was 4habs fin ; but — 
n,0 agah the Calves of Bethel, decent an , 
r= | thar was his own ſin, This zeal'is the”. 
a4 true charater; of an hypocrite; hieh ba 
0.4 own Garden is over-run with weeds. 4 X 
nY © while. ke is buſje in looking over lis”, 
1.4 Neighbours Pale. "+86; 
of Seventhly, "There is a ſinful 
is all rhe formec may -be called i 
from ſome deſet'; bur this I alli. 
ful in a more ſpecial notion, becauſe. 
againſt the life aud chief of Religi M 
It isaZea! againſt-zeal,that fli&not: 
. prophaneſs, bur at the very fomerof 
("4g Bor-at-ctror, Es 
F.2- | 
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” and i is -moſt bs Sx the moſt ſpiri- 
” rual-G important truths of the times. | 
- Whence elſe are the ſufferings of men 
> forthe truth, but from this ſpiritf. 
E — 4zeal-againſt thetruth?This may be cal- 
= led a deviliſh zeal; for as there is-the | 
© faith of Devils fo there is the zeal of | 
5 Devils; ;t herefore his rage is great becauſe 
he khrows bis time is ſhort. | 
8. There is a ſcriptureleſs zeal, that 
1s not butted and bounded by the | 
word, bat by ſome'baſe and low end ; | 
ſuch was Sarzls zeal, when God bids 
n Kr . him deſtroy Amalch, and (pare reither | 
E bj: . man tor beaſt; then contrary to Gods 
= command, he ſpares the beſt of rhe ſheep 
ani Oxen, under pretence of zeal for 
+ Gods Sacrifice. 
> Another time when he had no ſuch 
Dt command; then he ſlays the Gibeonires 
ls "&  *jn zeal to the Children fo Iſrael and Ju- 
+ dah. 
k  Manya mars zeal is greater then 
EF. and there,when-aod where he hath the 
leaſt warrant from God, 

The'true ſpirit of zeal is bounded by 
Scripture; for it is for God, andthe 
"288 . oncerniffent of his glory : God hath | 

+ 1fo glory from that zeal-that hath no- 
1 Ongrore. warrant, Now 1} 
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| Now then, if the zeal of' a mann ihe 
* things of God; may. be only a blind 


13.4 zeal, ora partial zeal, or a mitplaced 
f zeal, or a feliiſh-zeal, or an outſide 
.. }F- zeal, ora forenſick zeal, or a" 1inful, 


> | - zeal, or a Scriptureleſs ze}, then it is. 
FF evident that a man may. be very zea- 
lous in the matters of Religion, and - MN 


yet be but almoſt a Chriſt. 1, 
| 12, A man may be miich in prayer, he. May 
may pray often, and pray much, and ap 'r 

be but almoſt a Chr:ſt ian. #4 ;. 
So did the Phariſees, whom - yet D's 
our Lord Chriſt rejects for Hypo>. — 
| crites. Tee bs 
| But is not a praying-frame an argu-i0h 1 
ment of a ſincere heart? are not the” '* 
Saints of God called, The geRT <p - Y 

of them that ſceh the face 6 44.008 2 Plal,.- 
2.4 6. 
A man is not therefore a rinian 
becauſe he is much in prayer. L oy” 
That thoſe pray Tom on are 408m 
.the workings and fighings of Godss 
rit in as; from-ſincere hearts lifted. 
to God; from a ſenſe of 0ur own.emp- 
tinefs, and Gods infinite fulneſs;*-That. . .* 7 


are fuired ro Gods will, the-grear roſe”. 
of "prayer | 454 
4s Thar | 


» 6 ht 


v4 


Xo £ th, 
. 4 i 


WY 
Si 


Chriſtian diſcqvered, or, © 


i * 6 -are for ſpirirual things, more; 


than temporal. 


-» That are accomparied with faith: 
-and dependance : Such Prayers ſpeak. 


a man alt oget her a Cuiriſtian, But now 


a manmay be much in Prayer,and yet 


be a ſtranger to ſuch Prayer: As, 


1, Nature may put a man upon ! 


prayer, for it 1s a part of natural wor- 
ip; it may put a child of God upon 
"prayer; ſo did Chrilt, Aar.26. 39, 42. 
* He went and fell on his face and prayed, 


Ttajing,O my Father, if it be poſſible, let 


this C:p paſs from me. This was a pray- 
er. of Chriſt, which flowed from the 
"-Aanleſs ſtroglings of Nature, ſeeking its 
own preſervarion. 


2. A mar! may pray in pretence,fer 


'a"covering to ſome fin; ſo did thoſe 
devout Phariſees, Mat.23.14 Wo to you 
\Beribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, for ye 
"+ devon widows houſes, and for a pretence 
. "wake long prayers, therefore ye ſhall re- 
eeive the greater damnation.y0 the Pa- 
\piſtsfeem very devout to pray a rich 
mans ſoul out of Purgatory, but it-1s 


 tocheat theHeir of much of hisEſtate, : 


-under pretence of praying for ns Fa- 
hers ſoul. 
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 3.A man may pray,and yet-loze ſin, 

as Auſtin, before Converſion,pray d a- 
gainſt his ſ»,but was afraid God ſhould 
ak | - hear kim, and take him at his word. 
w 1 Now God hears not ſuch prayers,Fſal, 
et 66.18. 1ſ / regard iniquity in my beat, 

God will not hear my prayer. 


- 
"x 


on 4. A man may pray much for tem- y 
r= } poral-things, and little for ſpiritual = 
"\n things; and ſuch are the prayers of,” 3 
q moſt men,crying-out moſt forrempe- 3 


ral things: More for, Wyo wid frnew's: ri 
e | any gooa? than for, Lord, lift upon ie ung 
= the light of thy Conntenance, David cd" 64 
F- pies out the prayer of ſuch, F/al144.5% 
C- I2. &©c, That orr ſons may be asplunts; 
and that our daughters maybe atcorntr="" 
r ſtones poliſhed aft er the ſimilitnge of A. * 
e | Palace: That ourGarners way be ſwil,S&tc, 
P Happy is the people that is in ſuch a caſe," 
e | . This is the carnal hearts prayef; and 3 
a this David calls vanity,v. 11.They.are.. 
ſtrange Children, whoſe mouth ſpeakgth 
" Vanity. ; th. : 161 88 
1 5. A man may pray, and.yet wk 1 £ 
; from Godin prayer. Thu peopleadiany Thank 
nigh to. me with their mouth, and hononr. 
me with ther lips, but their beart 5s far | 
Fom me,Mat.15.8, A man may-pray, 
” F 4 and... 
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"Is of Fro} :an diſcovered or, WO 
_— +2 yet have no heart in prayer, an(f 
Prov. 23. that God chiefly looks at; AL Son,giutY, 
Ro. © me thy heart. 

— - - The fews have this ſentence writ« 
ten upon the walls of their Syna-J 
| _ gogues, Prayer wit hont the intention of 8 

the wind, is but a body without a ſoul. 

It 1s not enough to be conſcionable, 

"to uſe prayer, bur we muſt be conſei- : 
onable to'the uſe of Prayer.Many are h 

1 conſciencious, that they dare not 
but pray; and yer ſo Irreligious, that 

=they have no heert in Prayer; a com- 

8 mon work of God may make a man F 
-conſcionable to doduties, but nothing 
ie de-Jefs than faving grace in the heart wil ; 
— make a man conſcionable in the dojng þ 
h 


- 


i mn 0+ 
LE of them. 


p; from @ A mans Prayer may be a lie; as} 
Breet a profeſſion wirhour ſanCtiry , is a lie 
7 Ger to the world ; ſo prayer without ſin- 
f the '*cerity, is a Iye to God, Ir is faid of 
» 1frael, that they ſought God, and en- 
ired early after him they were much, 

by Roms pray er, and God calls all but. a lye. 
© Noverthels/; they did” flatter hin with 

1 wc "ther? month, and they lyed to him with 
wo /bipt heir tengues, for their hearts was not 
r:2 with Bye, ver. 36, 37, 


Hearken, 


> "od 
%.- 24. 


, (* an Pr tn o »*, 
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"aR-1 calf _ 8 
;" $a. to my ge "that goeth xot <_. 
\ out of ſeigned lips,' faith Nava, Plalm. 
87.1. 
ve Aflictions and the preſares. of 
3 of outward evils, will make a man pray, 
| & pray much \P[ul.78, 34. When he ſtew 
le | #2e1mgthen they ſought him, aud retirhir 
- | <d,and enquired car? aſter God. The 
HeathenMariners call every man upon Nporl 


,% 


Ir 
- his God when in a ſtorm”; when they! 14, 

ad fear drowning, then they fall tro prays uctk 

4 ing,Jos.1.5. Mariners are for the moltmonid 

an | Parc none of the deyouteſt; nor much #4 


o | addicted ro, prayer ; they WR { 
I twice,where they pray once, &. yet it, 
is laid "They cry to the. Lord in the Tis tr0ts 
oy vl, Plal. 107,23. 28, and hence oy 
haye's a Proverb, He thit canniet Prapss F -4 
let him ga to Sea. 4H . 
They, poured out a prayer when oye? 7 
chaſtening was upoa them, l(a.2.6,6; <4» 
Now theo,if nature may. put a matt. 
pon -prayer ; If a man may. pray m 
pretence and deſign. tf a_ man may; 
pray, and-yet- love fin ;. if.a-manmay.... 
pray. moſtly for. temporal things.;.lf@” - * 
man-may- pray,6 yet be. far;from, | 
1n prayer;if prayer may-be alye ; or 2 
It I may be only the cry of the, ſoul " 
F F WS: « 
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wo - | fc Fadcou 1 
12 enderaMition } ſare then a bo, may 
-be-much'in prayer, and yet be but al-: 
woſt a Chriſtian. 
»N Bur ſuppoſe a man pray and prevail 
yer?. -- with God in prayer, ſurely that is « 
” witneſs from Heaven of mans ſincerity 
m prayer ; now I pray and prevail ;I 
"S& 8K, and am anſwered. 
BR. A min may pray and be anſwered, 
| for God many times anſwers prayers 
in jadgment ; as God is ſometimes 
_IFent | in mercy, ſo he ſpeaks in wrath, |} * 
and as he ſometimes denies prayer in 
-mercy, ſo he ſometimes anſwers in 
4 Ft. + BE men are over-impor- | 
E—— tunate m ſome things their luſts are-J . 
"4 upon, and will take no nay, then God 
04 anſwers in judgment, Pſal. 78.-:29.j 
4 +He gave them their own deſire, They 
had defired Quails, and God ſends 
+. them; but now mark the judgment, 
verſe 30. 231. While the meat was in 
4 their months,the wrath of God came up- 
7: on them,and ſlew "them. 
"5 RT F But ſuppoſe a mans affeCtionz are 
4 much ſtirred in prayer, how'then* -is 
”.,> not that a'true note of Chriſtianity ? 
- Now nuy affections are much ſtirred 1 in”, 
b> - proyer: | 
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San - 4. Land * 
So was Eſax's when he Oy. 
bleſſing,  He-fougut it -c4 ' with 
tears. i man may be affeRted: wich his "7-75 
own parts in a duty ,. While good no- LE "2 
x} tions paſs rhrofF his head, and good _ 4 
ty} words . through his-lips, ſome good - ** 
11 motions alfo may tir in bis hearr, bur & 
' they are but ſparks which fly out at <3 
d, the Tunnel of the” Chimney, which .. 
rs | ſuddenly vaniſh; So that ir is poſſible” 
& | #2 man may pray, and: prevail «in pray- 
h, | er;pray and be affected in prayer, and 
in | yet be but almoſt 4 Chriſtian, 2 
in 13. A man may ſuffer for Chriſt, in | 
r- | #is goods, in his namein bis perſon, atid Dy, 
re-l yet be but almoſt a Chriſtian. 
d Every man that bears Chriſts Croſs 
9.4 oniis ſhoulders, doth not therefore 
y | bear Chriſts Image in his ſou), ij 
[s But doth not our Lord Chriſt make 05% 
rt, | great promiſes to them that ſafer, or.” Af 
ny | loſe any thing for him? doth not he.” 
i ſay, Mat. 19.29. Every one that hath Marc 
forſaken honſes, or brethren,or ſiſters, or <<. | 
e414 fſather,or mother, or wiſe,or children, or | ; 
s þ Jands for my Names ſake ſhall receive an © 
? 
n 


2 


hundredfold, & ſpall inherit everlaſting 
life $ave- they are true Chriſtians 


whom Chriſt makes this promiſe ro. * 
Theres .*% 


& . 
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xeftis a gT 21 for Chriſt, thats Z 


, 4 *1S, A note. of ſincericy,and ſball-have its } -yc 
11,12. reward. 4s 
x vv {That i is, when a man ſuffers for a [7 
good caule,upon a call;and-with } . ct 
a good conſcience, for Chriſts ſake,and F 
J in Chriſts trengrb; when his ſufferings g1 
1-24: arc a fulling «Re "that which 45 behind of | fu 
, 7; " che fuffermgs of | Chriſt ; when 'a man 
® ſuffers .asa Chriſtian, ' as the Apoitle | fi 
W hath it, 1. Per.4.6. If a man ſuffer as | 
we” 6 Chriſtian,let him not be aſhamed;when | at 
Bi a man thruſts not himſelf_ iuto ſuffe- | 4] 
ark 14. Fings,but ſtays Gods call , ſuch ſuffe- || 
629 Fing is a proof of integrity. | 
A But now every. ſuftering for Chriſt | 
=. is not ſuffering as a Chriſtian :. For, 
EA man may ſuffer for Ghriſt, for 
+. that profeſſion of Religion that is up- 
& on bim;the World hates the ſhew of 
| Religion ; ximes may come, that it 
* may coſt a man as dear to wear the 
| Livery of Chrift,as towearChriſt him- 
{elf. Alexander had like to have loſt his 
life for the Goſpel ſake, AG, 19..33- 
da 1+ yet he was that Alexander (as is ge- 
..nerally judged, - that afterward made 
»  Shipwrackoffaith,and greatly oppoled q 
Pants POET. 
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"2: Aman may Taffer for « If | 
Fet have no frue-love to Chrift 4 wo 
4s\\uppoſed in 1- Cor, 13. 3.. Though re s. 
give my body to be burned, and have not.” or 
charity,it profit sMorhing. 1.280 3 
”, Love to Chriſt is the only Noble TR. 
ground of ſuffering, but a man "+ \4Þ 
tufter much upon other ends, © 
Out of opinion-of merititig by our 
| ſuffering, as the Papiſts : Or, | 
; 2, Out of vain glcry,or for applauſe Vicie : 
| | among /profeſſors;fome have died thath;,. oh, 
- their names:might-live : Or, i $0n n 
- | 3. Out of a Roman reſolution, of da,” 
| ſtoutneſs of ſpirit, "7.4 
” 4 Out ofa deſign of profit, a5Pada "= 
for{ook all for Chriſt, hoping to: mend <7 
his Market by cloſing with him :*Or, "3 
5.. Rather to” maintain ar opinion,” => 
| than for truths propagation z Secr arly NS; 
|) died for maintaining: that there was 
but one God; but whether he died'ra- © 7 
\ I] ther for his own opinion; ' than for. 4 
| Gods gke,l think-ir:is no-hard" matrer 
' 6 determine. Thus @ man'may ſuffer -**4 
for profeſling Chriſt,and yet ſuffer vp- of 
|. on wrong Prideiptes. ,”, 
Now theny if a man may fuffer- Tor. '- 
ckgrvm the profeſſion that is upon . ®: 
 - himz* # 
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F him , Nn Z far Chrif,and yer nor 
. _. troly ove rb ors, man may ſuffer 'J + 
; for Chrift,aud yet be but almoſt aChrir IP 
E- | __ ſts 


i. man may b#called of God,and of 
Reo t bis call, and yet be but almaſt a 
$417 udas is 2 famous inſtance of 
this truth, he, was called byChriſt. him- | e; 
 _felf;and-came at the call of Chrift,and | @ 
"yet Judas was but almoſt 2 Chriftian. '| &t 
2&7, Bart is not the being under the call | |; 
&* _ of Goda proof of our intereſt in tlic 
= _. predeſtinating laye of God ? doth not | x 
$1 F; the Apoltle lay,phom he predeſtinated, C; 
WS” them be called? Rom.8.30. Nay; doth " 

*he notfay. in the ſame verſe, Whons he | 
_ Fabled,them he juſtified ? Nay, doth not 
he God call aH whom he intends to ſave? 

"S Though. God calleth all thoſe that | þ 
2 © balt be faved; yet all-ſhall nor be ſa- | } 

p- yed whomGod calleth; every man un- | y 
* © der theGoſpel is called of God in one þ 
* .. {aſe or other, but yer every. man un- |  e 
ger rhe Goſpel, ſhall not thergfore be 
ſaved. For many are Called fu rap are 


c 

choſen... | 1 

There is a ewo-f Internal: \- 04 

call of God. | :xternal.- 1 

; F, There is an iote"pal ies [3 
| OW. 
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Now this cal is a ſþ, Wo of one 
"Spirit" by the Miniſtry of. the Word, in) 
whereby a man is brought out 'of a 78 
ſtate ofNature,intoa ſtate of Grace;zone ** © 


of darkneſs into light, from being weſſels an} 
of wrath,to be made heirs of life” + . 18%, 
I grant, that whoever is under this © 
call-of God, is called effeCtually* and 
fav ingly, called to be a Cyriſtian ip- - 
deed, Every man that hath heard atta bh 
learned of the Father ,comes'to me. Jol _ 
2. There is a call of God which-a y 
man may have, and yet not be"this 
call z there is an external call of God, 
which is by the Miniſtry of the word. , 
Now every man that lives under co | 
preaching of the' Goſpel,” is thus-ealls Zu 
ed ;; God calls every ſoul of yon tore 
pent and lay a ſure foundation fol 
Heayen'and Salvation, by the wal? 
you hear this day. T8 oY 
But now-evyery mari that is thus call- | 
ed, is not therefore a Chriſtian: Far, - 0 
1. Many under the call of God, ©- 
come to'/Chriſt, but are not conyerted - 
to Chriſt, have nothing of thegrace « 
and life of Chriſt, ſuch as he, Afar22. ./- 
who when Chriſt ſent out his ſervanrs . - 
to bid gueſts unto the Marriage,came 1 


in .*# 
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a4 "In at the all lo Crit, but yer bis nit 
* "-- on the wedding Garment, v.11. that is," 
; q 4 
Po + tad none of the grace and righteguſ- }. 
"- neſs of Jcſus Chriſt. ; 
2. Many that are under the call of 4 | 
the Goſpel, come to Chriſt, and yet 3 
-afterwards fell away from Chriſt ; as | 
| 4: Judas and Demas-did ; it is ſaid when of 
©. - Chriſt preached a Doftrine that his 
h. 6. 66. Diſciples did not like, that from that 
time . many of his Diſci les went back " 


6 and walked no more with him. 

- "Now then, if many are under this P* 
19% external call of God only,if. mahy that 2 
* come to Chrift, are not converted to hi 


. -- -2Chriſt;bur fall away from Chriſt; then q _, 
W "_n g-"@'man may be called 'of God, and yer : 
ebur almoſt a. Chriſtian. . 
1 bo 15. A' man may have the Spirit of 1 
&, aud yet be but almoſt a Chriſtian. pe: 
Balaem had the Spirit of God: given 
. "im when ihe bleſſed /ſrae/, Numb. 
— + B. 2+ Balkiam. ſaw Irael abiding in | 
Tents; and the (ſpirit of the Lard pame | 


EEE 
"2 iupon bins, ada: had.;. for by. the: (pt- v 
& - mithecaſt.our Devils, he was! otte of | .. 
;'m - chem'that.came-to Chriſt 8 ſaid; Lonk | 
 eventhe:Devils are ſubjett to te; Sant ©: _ 
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NM The falſe Þ 
. ery met Fs wy the FER” 0 
C472 #pon bim, and ons propheſi ied. pan ek 
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4 But you'l ſay, Can a man have the objers © 

f J 5 parit of God, ang yet not be a Chriſt ian? 

£1 [ideed the Scripture ſaith, If any man Rom. 8, | 

5; I have not the Spirit of Chriſt, bz is none | 

|] -*/ 455, but ſurely ifany man have rhe 

| {pirit of Chriſt he is his, 3s 

by. There is a having the ſpirit, which; Sol. | 

1 is a fure mark of Saintſhip. Where 3 
the Spirit is an effectual prevailing» © +. 
principle of grace and fanctificatign, _**"3 
renewing and regenerating the heare : 


Where the ſpirit is as a.patent worker R 
helping the Souls infirmities : where 3%. 
\ the ſpirit is ſo as to abide for ever. Bui F ; 
now every. man that hath the ſpir 
. hath not. the ſpirit in this mannep2s 
j- For, RY 
r. A-man may have the ſoiric ofls.. 
ly tranfiently,. not .abidingly ;, the: 
ſpirit may be in a man, and yet. ” 
dwell in a man ;, the ſpixit i Is- wheres 4 
| ever he dwells;but he doth not dw: © 3a | 
whereever he is;he | is in all,bur dwells. by 
J- in Saints only;he-is in all er divinita-.," 
tis preſentiam, but dwells'in Saints'C 
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beiftian dffcove ed, br, 

y. bave the ſirit for a ſeaſbg oh 

IN" not to abide in him for ever. 

WB 2: A man may bave the ſpirit, andh} 

XS yet not be born of the ſpirit : everyt 
| true Chriſtian is born of che ſpirit: 

Hypocrite may have the gifts of thef- « 

ſpirit, but not the graces; the ſpiritf | 

may be in him by the way of :uminas} ; 

r:0n;but not by way of ſanttification;by} / 

way of convittion, but not by way off « 

coxver ſion; though he may have much] | 

/ 

) 

| 

t 


common grace for the good of others, 
yet he may have no ſpecial grace for 
the good of himſelf; though his pro- 
Fefſion- be ſpiritual, yet is his ſtate and 
- Condition carnal, 

a 3. A man may have the ſpirit only 
To a "ſpirit of bondage: Thas many 
»have tbe ſpirit working only to bon- 
"--dage. The ſpirit of bondage is an operati- 
"07 of the HolyGhoft by the Lam,convincing 
the conſciency ref fin, and of the curſe, of 
-- #he Law,and working in the ſoul ſuch an 

henſion of the wrath ofGod,as makes 
95 hong bt s of God a terror to him. 
2 This Tpiric may- be, and - often--1 
N I -withour ſaving grace; 'This Operatic 
._ ofthe ſpirit was in Caip and fwdas. 
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of Adoption, but they ft 
"FP ſpiric edat yer many T9 Et 
ay ſpirit of 4c»4age, that never receive 
I the ſpirit of 4doprion. 7 
4-4 A man may have the Spirit of 
God working in him, and yet it may 
— reſiſted by him : Ir is ſaid of the 
s, They rebelled and vexed his holy 

n;by Fiirir and the ſame fin is charged up- 
1y off on-their children, A#7.57, Obif 
nuch] vecked and uncircumciſed in heart, ye 
| have always reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt, - as 
e for Jour fathers did, ſo do ye. The Hypocrite 
pro-] retains not the ſpirit fo long, ag*to” © 
and] come up to Regeneration and roy Er £2 
on, but quenches the motions of it;and + 
thereby miſcarries eternally. : _, 
nany} +5. A man may have the ſpirit, and *..- 
bon-| yer ſin that unpardonable ſin: he may - 
rati-| have the Holy Ghoſt, -and yet fin the © 
:cing] fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; nay;-no0 3 
fe,of} man can fin this ſin againſt it, but he 7 
þ an] that hath ſome degree of it. + - 
ares) The true Believer hath ſo much: of _ 
| the ſpirit,fuch a work of it in him;thi A 
he-cannot fin that fin: He rbat 5s borw\ 
Gold ſons netzto wit, that ſon unto death, 
-, I for that'ts meant, 1 70h. 5. 16, 27,18." AG 
pIrit The ug pert reel be cling 5Y 
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F-becauſe. he is-carnal and by? 
- fenſ Faving not tae ſpirir, A mal We kr 
* - MuſThave ſome meaſure of the ſpirithorwi 
7% that ſins. this hn; ſo hath the bypochave 
de"19.crite; he is ſaid to be partakzr of thiMonr 
Holy Ghoſt,Heb. 6.4 and he only is Gs {But 
pable of {inning the ſin againſt theHochave 
.'Iy Ghoſt. . Chriſ! 
..,, Now then, ifa man may have th&rom 
ſpirit- tranſiently only, not abidingly-;þ1l th 
__ fa man may have the ſpirie, and yethhat i 
XJ not be born of the. ſpirits if he mayſture, 
| have the ſpirit only as a ſpirit of bon# Mark 
dage; -if a man may have the ſpirit} Th 
->working-in kim,and yet it may be re-KChriſ 
cx by him; .if a man may. have theÞe ar 
ſpiric, and yet fin chat unpradonable$ zelie 
-f + M10 againſt it; then ſurely a man'mayÞ;mo; 
*have the ſpirit of Gogzand yet be but rhe . 
*, almoſt a Chriſtian. One 
| "4 I6. 4 mats may have faith, . aud yet} As 
: de but almoſt 4 Chriſtian ; the ftonyJA4ll : 
oxnd (that is, thoſe hearers ſet out hat 
I'D ſtony-ground) for a while- be- io 
dieved,. It is faid,fohn 2.23, That man 
_ belt, ved 1 the Name ofChriſt, yet chop 
—In4 A, rſt not commit hbumſelf to. them. 
"A ] Thou, gh -.they truſted. in Crit Fo 
| C rift ould not. truſt bg. 
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- Ih falſe Pre Nor rryes _ | ""_"_ 
"JIE bec anſt be knew all nies _ 
He knew they were rotten "i IC &.. "44 
y otwirhſtanding their faith;a man ogſs Cor. 
have all faith, 'ro the removing of * 
Monntains, and yet be nothing. - 
But how can this be,that a man-may Objett, -.1, 4 
have faith, and yet be but almoſt a J 

Chriſtian? Doth not our Lord Chriſt 
promiſe life eternal, and ſalvation, to 

-#l! that believe? Is northis the Goſpel "1 
*tihat is to be preached to every crea- > 
Fiture, He that velieves, ſhall be ſaven? *z 
Mark 16, I6. "6 
It} Though it is true what our Lord Sol. - © 
-Chriſt-ſaith, that he that believes ſhall =. 
ebe ſaved : yetiit is as true, that many * 


&Þeclieve that ſhall never be ſaved-z for. Pt 

YFimouMagus believed;yea,fames ſaith; * ta 

CIT he Devils believe and tremble: Now Jam. 2.4 
none will ſay,theſe ſhall be ſaved. "= 


ood | 
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*1 As it is true-what the Apoſtle faith,” 

J JA1! men have not faith; (0 it 1s as true, s 
CFhat there are ſome men have faith, be 
vho are-no whit the better for their <4 je” 
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® | du muft know therefore: Co 
There is 'a two-fold faith, nat 
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3 is calle c Faith? Ye operats at: 
| oper _m_ 


* the ſou). 
4- It is ſuch a faith as reſts and cafty 
the foul wholly upon Chriſt for Graceh 
and Glory,Pardon and Peace, Santtith 
. cation and ſalvation. | 
- Itis an united act of the whole ſoulf 
underſtanding, will, and*affe&tions, all 
. concurring to-unite the ſou] to an all- 
- ſufficient Redeemer. 
ey: I is ſuch a faith as par/fies the hearty 
E: 8” -& makes. ir clean,it influences & gives 
x 5 Oe and life ro all other-graces. + 
| or whoever hath ehis faith, is a&; 
iſtian indeed; this is the Faith of 


ule isa work of Gods own n ſpirie wp 
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** Grings ding and temporary faithzo 
* - there is the faith of S:mon Magus, 'a 


_ : ge by the faith of Simeon Peter, Simon 
Pre vs « believed;and yet was. in the © ga 
| lf of Vifterneſc,aud in the bond of. iniqunt 
| 5 - :Now S4mon Magus hath more < Mol 


EE IF5 Ted | 
"Field Thc Galel#oF mod Be wth © 


| faithg'i dures for z-while, and 
Fhen dies and periſherh; rrue and fa 
ring faith, ſuch a8 is the: ſairb"of Gods: 
AE}, cannordie; it may fall in the 
{aR; but nor in'the Habir; the ſap may-- 
icehot* be in the branch, bot iris always” 
n the root. 
. That faith that periſheth, that faith 
a man may have and peNh. | 
Secondly, There is a faith that hes" 
Jonly in generals, not in particulars; as 
there is a general and particular obje&t” 
«tgpf faith, ſo there is a general-and 
jeular. faieh, * The general 'of | 
Paith is the whole Scripture; the-pare" 
IS ticular obje@t of -faith is Chriſt in the wt 
b offpromiſe. 3 4-0 
Now many have a general fainh 26 AER 
notÞclieve all the Scripture,and ops. 5p 
th;no faith to'make a particular: a | = 
ſtion of Jeſus Chriſt in rhe prom 2 
, Devils and Reprobates mayt < 
Irie truth of the Scriptgre,and-wha 
Iwrircen-: of the dying aud ſaf 
by, for ſinners: bur there ave. bur? 
ob 4-16) :cloſe up themſelves] 7 
ft Gee ev OY | 
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yy go There is 24alth thor is ſeg 1 
--— redin the underſtanding, butnot 1 in the. 
+ wilk; this is a very common faith;may 
ny-afſent to-the truth. 

They. believe: all the attributes of | 

God, that he is juſt, holy, wiſe, faith 
ful; good, merciful, &c. But yet they 
reſt nor on him notwithſtanding, '26 
/-" "They believe the commands are true, 
but yerdo notobey them;they believe of 
the promiſes are-true, but yer do nat 
imbrace and apply themzthey believe |: . 
. the threatnings are true, but-yet do | he 
Hot flee from them. | of 
F: 7 Thus their faith lies in aſſent, but'] ye 
"ru not conſentzthey have faith to confeſs] a 1 
2 ayudgment;bur none to.take out Ex-Þ an 
© . Caution; by aſſent they lay a foundati+| tio 
= en, but never build upon it by ap- | we 
=. - plication. ha' 
FIERTED ©: l | believe that Chriſt died to g6 
bs ws » fave them that beliey*, and yet they are 
/ delieve not-inChriſt that 'they may ye | 
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Fg ates "Ob my brethren,it is not 3 Beliewing | 
b bead,but a believing heart,that makes a; 
'Qhriftiang:with the- heart man believer] 
4 275 terightronfueſs;without this « our rJoieh if T's 
(5 1.5 Peingve oth: EE TUE 
" No "4 yy * We 4 * PFs 3s It'd Foarelry 
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The falſe Profeſſor eytd 
!.Fourthly, There 494 fairh 4 py. 
experience; - many believe 'the Word 
pon hear-ſay,to be the Word ofCGody = 
| but they never'felt the paweriand vir- 
2f 4 tue of it upon their hearts and conſci- 

= ences. Now what goad is it to believe . 
F4 che'truth of-the Word,if a mans con- 
24 ſcience never 'felt che power of the 
e, 1 Word? Whar is it to: believe Sh&truch 
'e1 of che promiſe, if we never taſted the 
at | ſweetneſs of the promiſe? 
e1 + Weare in this cafe, -like a man that 
Io. believes the deſcription others 'make - 3 

] of ſtrange Countries,” but never tt "= 
ut] yelled them ro:know'theortuth;/bvriag © > "J 
13] a Patient that believesall-rhe Phyfitis +. 5 
x-'F an ſays, but yet trys none of his Po © + Þ 
44] tions.” We believe the'Word, - becauſe 
p- | we cannor- gain-fay it ; but yer we ; 
have no experiefice "of any fav 
to | g66d-wrought by" 'the Word; 'and-fa 
'Y4 ine but Te Ch Pld MF 
ve | " Fifthly,- There 'is 'a" faith char in 
| without brokenneſs of hearr, that « we. 
2g] not avail to melt or ſoften the h 
44 and therefore is nor true faith; for 
Jeaft triſe faiths bs eres Jopned with 

nd will, 'und'broken-heare-* '+ 
452 oo thavtranſ-. 
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q 1 NS NE Saks. bedvt 3Dich: wah 
Fuit/ tat doth. 4 not bring forthe 
NEW. CreReure; in/the ſoul, but leaves) - | 
114 Rate, of fin and dearh,- 112 2114J 
; This is-a faich thatmakes a. mans 
ſound. profeſſor, but nota ſound- be. Ec 
Lever z he believes.che tr uth;but-not« 
| as;it is :inJeſus g; for; tthen 4 i — - bi; 
X qhange- agd transform -him! wto: the] #2 
Eph.4.21- klgencſs. of Jeſus. He believes thary, | 
| man muſt-be changed that - would be 
ſaved; but yet is not favingly changed | tr: 
by-believing. Thus while others he-| tu! 
*” + . lgvetoſfalvatiprhe. believes todam-| 2n 
4 R C ©, BaHi0n 3; for: bis web .ſball not become 7 ou 
If ment, neither, fpaltbe cover, himſelf] Etc 
6-65. ” bit work, 5 -*- | ha 
s Now then, , if. a mays Gaich may: beg #v 
" bus temperary,or may-lie only in, ge G0 
nexals;prymay: be {eatcd; ipgheunders] dill 
_ Gandiog only/ or ; May be Wiheut.ex- | N * 
© *, perience,or may,,be withour a brgken | 24: 
+: aeartzor without anew, heart.;./ furgly | 94: 


£2 hen. 2; man, may have faith, he.,may| *f £ 
6-4. tft 6 4f this #emen(y gift ANG, YET. bg Nut ther 
Ts "wo ala Criſtian. :. 2; y1tit»75<+ bng { tar 
KR, - eoogs may go. fyrches.ye :;kley 0! 
af + 4ſt JaU&rko. beef ig are 
"4 aL Gods 19nd yr be bu almefh p Glu, | 23» 
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The | | 

-Eve kind. of loye 20 th 10ſec who! 
Erery | is-not.a proof of our res eo 
Pharaoh loved-Foſeph, and adyanced: -_ 
"him to the ſecond place in the King- 
domgand yet Pharaeh was but a.wick- 
| ed man: Ahab loved 7ehoſhaphaty and 
| made a league'with him, and , married 


. bis daughter Athaliab to fehoram, 7e- Wu 
hiſhaphat's Son, and yet Ahav wasa | 
a | wicked wretch. 

&| But you will fay,this ſeems to con- 

d| rradict the teſtimony of the Scrip- 
| tures;for that makes love to theSaints 
1-1 and people of God, a ſure prooft,of 
4\ our TO and Intereſt in 

if ecernal, x fob. 3. 14. We know: oj we 

} have paſſed from yo to life becauſe we: 
26] {ove the orethren. Nay,- the. ſpirit-oF 
1 God-putteth this as a CharaCteriity 


—————— 


diſtinction between. Saints and fag 
x | in v.10, 1nthis the Chilaren,of Fr 

ea | 1anifeſt, and the Children of the. Dev 
ly | whoſoever doth not righteonſneſs; 
of Gad, br pe r he that loveth yot-hogs; 


| ther... By.,Brethren we do.not undets* 
\| ſtand Brethrin by place, thoſe, yha are 
Jad of the ſame Country'or us u 
ff are called Bret! en, Fo-% 9. 
31 23,25». Nor: do.we 

'H G 


R £ —: E C as "_— Co is - - » 37 : 
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py by vart, thoſe who'are deſeended' | 
os the fame Parents: -ſuch are called.” 
of Brethfen, © 74m. x; 2. Bhr by Brethren 
Ewe underftand Brethren by grace; and © 
Wt 1. 6, {@pernarural regeneration, Gich's # are] 0 
* © " theChildren of God; and: theſe are | | 
© . theBfethrer whom to love is a ſure | 1c 
4-4 ſign that we are the Children of God. 
Fol. To' this 1. anſwer, that there isa | £ 
£- love tothe Children of God;which is | £l 
7 a proof of our being the Children of | ty 
God. cl 

-As for inſtance,when we love them-| CG 
Ws as faeh, for that every reafon,as being | 
* the Saints of God,when we love them | 7) 
3 for the Image of God, which appear-' £U 
= eth is thembecauſe of that grace and lo 
| Holineſs which ſhineth forth in their ſta 
converſations, this is truly commen= | da 
> able; ro love the godly for godlineſs.| tui 
fike;” the Saints for Saint-ſhip ſake, | thi 
els is 2 ſure teſtimony of our Chriſti-,| 24 
uty. The love of grace in another, is of 
good proof of the life of grace' in our | NE! 
yes ; There can be: no betrer evi-- Gc 
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| Wiher of the Spirit of Chriſt-in us, 4 *Þ3 
=. than to love -the' /magt Clif col 
'F : - ; others. For this is a rn If hoy that] tha 
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At Iſarhite 1oan aboniination ti 
Egyptian, | oY 
-There is a contrar ety and naturg " 

1 enmity- berweew the ro eeds;, be- Gen: 

eween the Children of the World, and I» 

thoſe whom the Fathcr in his ecernalſoh. 1 

z | love hath choſen out of che-World:-\; 
It is likeneſs which. is the great 7: ..-* : 

ground. of love;now there is the high- YN 

eſt diffimilitude and -tnlikenels  be- . 

tween . an- unregenerate ſinner, andia * 

child of God; and therefore a-child-of 

God. cannot love a ſinner as..a {inner; 

in whoſe eyes a vile hee 5 contemned, 

Pſal.15.4. He may love bim as @crea 

ture;: he inay love his ſoul, Wo 

love him:under ſome relation 

ſtands in to- him. Thus Gad. lo) 


damned ſpirits, as they are his v , 
tures, but as fallen Angels he Lay Fo 


them with an infinite hatred.So 's  - 
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a ſinner quazenss. a ſinner, this, a 
of God-cannot do,ſo neithtr canalin- 
r{ ner lovea child of God as-a chi 
+ God. That he may loye a child ofGod, 
, that I grant, bur it .is upon.ſome Ss: 7 
t 
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F 1 riot ſve Child'of Go 
| % his loving. peaceable, courteous 
depertment ro all with whom he cori-. 
"verſeth,” Religion beautifies the con- 
werfition of a man, and ſets him bff*to: 
the eye of the world : . The grace'df 


unmannerly behaviour among men 7 
itprovokes an affable demeanpur and 
Treetneſs to all; and: where this is 
- Found, it winneth reſpe&t and love 
' from all. 

2.*A man may love a Saint for his 
1 outward greatneſs and ſplendor in the 
oe 24Werld; "men are | very apt-to Honour 
greatneſs: and therefore the 
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whiIR the poor” Saint is hated and de- 
ſed: This is as ifa man fhould value 
goodneſs of his ſword by the Im- 
idery of his Betc ; or his horſe for 
4 deavry.- of his trappings, rather 
"Than'for: his ſtrength and Twiftneſs, 
Frye love"to the Children of God 
Feaches to ul! the Children of led 
oor as well as rich; bound as well as 
| he) T gnoble 4s weltas noble;forthe 
bs "Q's alike amiable 2nd 
Ki A: lord inal.” 


God'is no friend. to a moroſe;churhth;; 


Fiche ſhalt be loved*antfHotioured, 
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bc 32ahinhan-rraydov 6 e&x*Chiſd vf GIF. 
far - bisofeelicy: and/uſefulneſs in! i 

| place Where Religion/in” rhe: ;POWe® 428 ; 
j- dir: tha lkeerk\ hold jof'a2 mansGearc,: it <S 
9. makes himrruero all-higbecruſtnents, | 
of | diligett-in- his bufineds; faithful in all 
1, hisrchations;- and''this obligetly Re- 
ſpect.Auann;! Maſter:may prize a god- 
4 | 4 Apprentize .oþi8ervaht:rhuv makes 
is bonkditiee of pleaſing his Maſter, and 
e | is dilgentn prompbing tis 226 eft;” 

-- I might. inftance'it many! things-of 
is | the rhke'nature,ascharity;beaury;, wir, ” 
e | learning,. parts; Fen which = FL 
ir | cure Jove:to the (peoplevof God from! ©. 
> | the-men.of the Buoy; But this loves £95 
4, hoiproofof Cliarity: For, © 9 44 a wt 
-_ | -Eiſtjit isbut'a Naraval. love.armangs - 3 
e | from ſome:carnal reſpect; or: (elf-eridyy: 
\. | thatlove which as«tnade by:the 
r | curEaNtevidanceoboarRegeherarimmyCol. i 8.1 
r | 141m fporrytharklovey irhectþri lodds! 
honnanl aurathweo:whered )\ bs grage\ 
and hg $ tis a love:which:« 
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> Chriſtian difervtr | 
that doch not = i copbience' of} 4 
"every ſin, maktitveanfiendpor no fin. 
2s fi9;-40 he who doth-ner love. alin | 
' whomrthe: Image of [Carift is'founidy 
loverhjnone-far that of-the I 
Chriſt which is found in them. 34 
Now then, if the love: we bearit6 
the-people of God:may: poſlibly ariſe | 
from-natural love-only, or-from ſome 
carnal reſpet;. or /if-ir be :a limited 
love,nort extended to all the people of 
© God,then ir is poſſible that a man may 
=” love the people of God, and-yet be 
4% no berter than alzzoſt 4 C briſtian. ti 
148.4 man may obey the commands of | a 
Godyyiawany of the commands of God; -| fi 
- aid yet be but alt a Chriſtian. Bals- 
awicems. very conſciencious of ſtoer- | p 
' pg bis courſe by the compaſs of Gods 
command ; when Balak ſent-to bimzao 
' "Tome and curſe the _people : of God; 
faub Balan; {f- Buck would Lingus 
| tis houſe gy of flver and gold, | 
\ $ejond the word of rhe. —_ my God, g 
mb. 22.18. and ſo io the: 38. urrſe, 
522 Rags he, The word than prot Te 
month,that ſpall 1 [pra $00 FOung 'fr 
po enit. far 36 abedienct, Mar-2042 " 
haul « "a Fur ” wu | 
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; he forlook Chriſt after all "WA - a 
. Bur is it-not ſaid; He that hath my Ole. 
Commendaocnt 5 and keepeth them, he w 
is that loveth me; and he that loveth wie "_ 
1 ſhall be loved of myFather,and I will love 
to | him, and manifeſt my ſelf unto hins; 
ſe | 70h. 14. 12. And doth not our Lord 
ne | Chriſt cel] us expreſly,ye are my friends 
ed | if ye do what I command yos, ' Jo"; 
of | 14.Andcan a man bea friend ofChriſt,. 
y | and yet be but almoſt a Chriſtian... 
No F anwer, that there 'is an obedience: 
to the commands” of Chriſt which-is % 
a ſure proof of our Chriſtianity _  , "_ 
friendſhip to Chriſt. A 
This obedience hath: a three-fold R 
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/ Cont inzal. , +4685. "3 
Firſt, It is Evangelical obedient! 

and "that both in' matter and manner,” | 

ground and end. T0 

5 | Inthe Morey of iczand that what 4 

* 4. God requires, John 15, 14. pr *, 

friends,” if Je do Whatever F. 
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be theManner of ir,atd that is ROY 
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A A Mpc And they 424d 
By porſhip him'in Spirir and in rrath." 
:In-the ground of it, ns that'is 4 pure) | 
heart,a good confciencs,and fainh ley 296 

ed, 4 Tim. 1.5." 

-»i0-rhe en4-of it, and that is-the ho- 
- nbuf.and'glory of 'God; whatever ye do, 
doall to the glory of God, Cor. 10.31; 
Secondly, It is an univerſal obedience 
” ,, wWhich-extendeth it ſelf - to-all- the 

” > , commands of God alike ; it reſpects ! 
14. the duties:of bothTables;ſuch was the 

obediebcet of 'Cales, who followed the 
is 5. Borel fullyy and of David, who had 16-- 
-fo'all his commands. 
"It is a Continnal abedieate, 
ting the hand toGods Plow with-: 
t looking back ; / have 'enclined my 
, heart to perform thy ſtatutes algþy, even 
t _ ® "rothe end, Pfak 119.212: \ 

He that thus obeys the'command:of 
God; is a Chriſtian. indeed, a friend of / 
> - Ghrift indeed; bur all obedience tothe 
ag omponcy of God, is niot.this. oo” - 
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45; {Te + is nt Sbedience, 2 
iece-meal Rates, when A man 6. 
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- ow- this. 0 md nod is no 'obedi» 
P Js fon. 18 þh6; tha dork. go (love 
Gg dajh nor. 1 loup: Goda 
al; to; he thabdotanor gbey.Ca, the | 
e commands aniuerſaly, cannat be land 
@ | to ae any.Command erty, It is faid; ; 
bg [ of tho c In Samaris, that., they feared Y wt 
| theLorgd,and [crued theix. own gods after. T 
ve: | 14cir own magueery 2. Kings 49433; And 
=, | YEE; inghe very; B03t REhlR ch is fgid, 

; | They-Jeared net 4be Logs; {aha abeie 4 
s | feat of cli Lord Was no.fear.;- ;10. like 6 
1. | Manner that obedzence toGod 18 NQ.Q 4 ee 
7 Og rhigh, is bus apartial, and | 2} 
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ff garurgs,,andgifi{og;. l 
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ay ohe3ed, 
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aid 


"Bat Al ind. 18. od 


apr ivrec. aims" 
wu rmancey ate, theyTtannot Be'c 
# obedience, hey Pea heart remain» 
eth unregenerate,becauſe che Principle 

is. falſe and unſound ; every duty d6he 
by believer, 1s vcrepted BESod as a 


__e though it be done in 'mnoch weak-! 
; becauſe though the DEUEVELS! 

"is weak, yet his heart 53 r7 

the- hypoctite may haye the moſt 


moRſ {axhfal and fneere heart. 

3+ 4 art obey the Law, and | 
yer have no-love to the Lawgiver; a 
,- . carnal heart may do the -command'of 
# * God, but he cannot love God, and 
Sg therefore cantior do -it aright 3 for 
; love, to God is the foundarion "and 

wt of alt *true - obedience 3 every 
and of God is to be done in 
- Jove this is the ſuifiling of the Law, 
Rom: 13.'16, The F>6ftle faith ,. 
vn heb. w wagdy, or ta ſeed the 


Fn ole: "cheſt be atty of the 
igheſt obedichce } yer wT- have wot 
love, it profits me nothing, þ 6 Cor. T3; T4 


fan, Mat.7.18. Whate Law” 


part 0P lis Obedience ce\dlie will of | 


ative band, but the behtiever hath the ] 
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eve ward almt, rw ent "I -þ 


= $4. might be ſetn of men,aund have 


glory of men, Mar.'6. 2, y, 16. MolSof 
| cheh PN at mpties A008 
vain g ory; -therefore ke is b ut.an 


empty vine i all ke doth, becauſe he" 


bringeth forth rut to him ſelf,Boſ. 10k. 
fs the end that 746 the an 


aCtion g but” yet. want "y 
good des 4 good a 4 
Now then, if a triats may obey che 
Commands of God' partially, and Br 
halves; if he may do it, an yer be IR 


his natural ſtate; - if he | may obey the 


Commands of God, and yet not oE 
God, if the ends of bis 6 | 


be- finful- and ah ohne then 44 


mar way, be muct} in obeying the 
Commatids of God,and yet be but «l- 
woſt 4 Chriſtian. | . Fe, 
19. -A'maes e [anttified, 
be but” gin Fu ob kd 5 
of cation doth not make 
2 new-creature;for many are fanfic 
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Jn.tb pe iblinj it, 19, 
Wh of all wh Yin 
© Falking wi 
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one with Hitn that Ge k... Ch 
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> 5.30. he 24 


will be- aſhameT ro bh 
os þ \'. Mes 19% j 


biz. "Now whyet ls this fa SIT 
thren, f Og CES 
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n Os, | 
| not the Axe to. the roof. of the tree St. 


| with. 
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| ſexttifie 


r.to. mortifie has its 
6 aps but;ir lych »* 


it lweeps and garniſhes the r00ws with: 


| common yirrges, but doth nor adgrg -*d 
at a; man. Js 44: 


aving. Braces; 1. 
but. alwaſt a: (Chriftran,norwichitanding 
this Sanctification. _- Y 


Or thus, C ſnward 
there Is and. Sandcation. 
an. ve Ontwar | 

Innerd Saoffiberieh,” is +hat which] 


deals - with - the Soul and. its fatulcies,: 
underſtanding, conſcience, Will, -me+; 
mory and afteCtions. Outward Sandi-, 
fication (is that which deals with the 
lifeand converſation, bath theſe muk, 
concur. to make 4.1man;; a Chriſtian ins, 


deed; therefore. the Apoſtle puts them. 
together in his prayer For. the Theſa>| 


lonians, 'l Theſ.5 .23. TheGod,of FACE, 
you: wholly, and 1 prey God'yowr.) 
wholepurit, and foul,,  bogy, bg | 
ſerves, llamele ſs Ts con! 's 
Lord; Feſus'C A man 
ae wholly; __ he.is | 
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; wot 
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nenſ- ward withour outward; we muſt 
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not incur 'ſhame from without; 'we 

moſ. have hearts ſprinkled from an evil 
con ſcience, o_ es waſhed with pure 
* witer. Wem m_— c ,- ſelves | wok | 

al of formal off 5 hat 2Cor.7.1; 
pukicy -is tte moſt excellent; ' 

= mY ob & outward it 18.not fuf- 


fe; 3 aw Bee anctiſcark 
hh ine without inward, no 


clean bandt,and a pure brad are 
- The hearr muſt be pure,that we 

not incur blame from within;and '$ 
io meft be clean,that we may” 


ficient; the true Chriſtian is made vp" 
of both. 

Now many have clean hands, bur 
untlean hearts; ' they wiſh tht outſide 
of tht cup and platter, when all is" filthy" 
with; Now the former without the- 
latter, profiteth a man' no more than 
[jo profited Pilate, who condemned * 
Chriſt, to waſh his hands in the pres"! 
ſence of the people; - Marr abluit & 


blood of Chriſt, in 
oe” death of Chri 


had 2 hand in 


oof polait,” he waſhed: his hands of the '|' 


* 


an hc * Temples 1 | 
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Tae, buit- wrichin you! NAY J fan« 

bb | ching bat ſome Serpent or Crocodil 
6] He is. vot « few which is one outwar <1 
ve} Ram. 2-28. , fades was a: Saint wit ». 49 
i145 our, bur a Sinner - gr nc" a Dife : : 
re] «pic, but ſecretly a Dev 'Y 
id '$- Some pretend 'to inward ſanctity 
y Without outward {this is the pretence Ko 
re | of the open ſinner :\ 'Though I ſame+ 
;4 || rimes drop-an idle foojiſh _ 


he ; or though 1 5 
re 
oath,yet I think 10 hurt thank Og 


——_—_ 


mz | 

r; | my heart is as good as the beſt ; _ 
t; 4] *reiyke! the. finer Fra 1 | 
.. | that, #/eſed\bimfelf in brs my | 
p [/p4ll have prace w_—_ An 


imag ination of neine ows heart ,- t0.4dd 
| drunkennaſu#o" thirſt, Deut. 19. 20. =: 
Some + pretend. outward.; {anctity,. 
{without inward ; ſuch*'are like -the. 
Scribes and. Phariſnes © >who: ex weridly Mat.2 3. 
ar: righteaue unto men, but qr" 28. 

ij are fol oCriſie. and 5WIqQuity 3 Ko 
\ profeiiirs. t fol ſinners, ; - 
 Jonard: without  oztward, _ 
lis , Cor: ic.wilk. reform the. 
ife 3 orward , withont inward - 
is xnproficable, for it will got a 
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1 { withour both; the Þ } C "Nw 
t make/a: man withour: the ſou}; 
Wa foubkwithour:therbody 4 both ai 
bs 1. effentia{ 46 the:beingof a man ſo'thi 
| #{anttificacion:'of /borth;-areefienrial 
' the bein of t he wew man; Froe | 
fication atthehbearrburworks): 
ourmto: the life aid ponverfation;and te 
S iSfo,then's maiſmay.artaincqan outs] 4 
4 ward Gndtification} tid yet for want th 
E2. the-inveard,be no'better:than almef pr 
BETS. 4 &Chbri 3. 4-09 amr 17 th 
WY 20; And ſx Þthal end this long pars d( 
-  Aylcofthe almbſt Ghriſtianda his pros] -- 
rb Heorenirard,. wick this one you ( 
nerat cqiictuſjon.: WOd1 S280, NC, Il 2 
i flap wa} us alias an 1 
ties arte moer ſhip it higt-avrnc\ Chriſtian] 1 
cats; i and nihewhrobath dove | all;; bc but o1 
almoſt aChrift tor. ! ; b1ovrnd 200010] tb 
1 M.vYou ewftknow all the. commands, 


F af God; \havean intray-and gn "1.1 iþh 
| thete ;is {as I maylay) + one: my 
it - the ſoul of che cotnmand. 19 > 2034340 A i 


a3 And: accordi 7e-is 
|, andunc ON W Ii 
-: Now theciurer pod. p 
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More, $4 ” "n . Sgt F 
{The external ts bf "wotſhips $ 
'God are by praying, ner np 
at” 


I Now there i$'2 vaſt differtnbe - - b&- 
I 'rwcen theſe internal and external /a&ts 
kl 'of Worſhip” (arid© indeed ſuch a diffe- 
rence there is)* that*they '? 

the atrogether from the abrofChriffafi; 
ant] the fincere believer-from theunfoinu- 
voſt profeſſor;and indeed 1 n [fis very thi 
I rhe - main- difference "between" 
ars} doth lie. © ROE 
oh 4. [atermal ats 6f 'Worthip: 1 
gen! pood, propter fieri; the'pe | 
3 Cee ian Kg | 

&wil i man tannot love Gdtlhor fel 
#1 bur-it- will be-impured 1OÞiinr 
out | gracious act, and A \grear pare” of is 
11M] holineſs VE EAA! 

14s, But now extefiah Re Wortbiy,” 
Fy arc "nor denominated good; ſo" thuch 


ny from -the 'matter done; pYoprer —Y 
Vu} is from the' manner” or doing tow - 
| a man” eammor” fin 'n- loving + 
q lighring jt + God - but: ee yas #2 
4 praying -and* - 09."for want of 
a due mhaliney,# 26 * 14017 145420 + 
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boineſs into rocks it is our. faig 

ze love, our fear of God,that x 

"our duries gogd. 

\ 3: They better the hearrandg 
.enthe-degfrees of a mans balinefioees re 
ternal duties do not alwaies do thisz al 

..-_ man may pray,and yet his heart never] th 

- the holier;he may hear the Word, and ;: 

yet: his heart never the ſofter;but now{C 

the more a man fearsGod,the wiſer he 
is, Prov, 1. 7,-the more a mans loves 

WO God, the holier he is; love is the pers 

fetion'of holineſs ; we ſhall never bel in 
bo perfect in holineſs, till we:come to be 
| in love. / | by 

= +" - *-4Thereis ſich an excellency in this 4 

* Internal Worſhip,that he who mixes it 
with his exter»a/duties, is a trueChri-| y; 
ſtian when he doth leaſt; but without] w 
this miaturehe is but almoſt a Cori. 
an that doth moſt, 

- Tmternal. A&ts of Worſhip, jorned at 
with outward, ſanRifie .them, -and{ ©} 
make them accepted of. God, though th 

_ few external aCts of Worſhip,withour 

ioward, Es abhorred of Gad; | 
thought 

yo that des _ alas r Chriſt 
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fic, -w ich a*rrue” Chriſtian 'dotly 
ten incerityz-nay, though in doing exters 
% {nal duties, be may out-do' the true 
# Chriſtian,(as theComet makes a grea- 
©) ter blaze than the true Star: If Eltiab 
s; al ft and mourn, Baa/'s Prieſts will cut 
verſtheir fleſh) Yet be cannot do thoſe ju- 
and] rernal duties that the meaneſt rrue 
now] Chriftian can. 
rhe] The almoſt Chriſtian can pray, Ns 
»e8] he cannot love God; he-can teach or 
era] hear, &c. but he _cannor rake TO 
r be] in God. 


> be] Mark os query concerni Job.27 no 
| bypocrite; W-ll he delight hiinſe he Sk 

this Almighty. Chriftias- | 

ts it} He will Wore ro the Almighty, bay 7 wit=" 


bri-| will he delight himſelf in the Almighty ? his. 
out] will he, 2 pleaſure in God? 
fti-| Ah no ! he will not, he cannot: © Hes pro | 
| Delight in God, ariſerh from a ſuit-7rjs eft 4 
ned] ablenels between the faculty and the nero ' 
and] object; now none more unſuitable ,,,, pins br. 
vgh| than God-and a carnal heart.” -* que deft 
out! Deliphr ariſes from the avi what deravers ” 
0G] we detire,and- from enj joying r we Pefonans 
+74 have;how then can he delight in Goa,” mY — 
*| that neither enjoyerh, ' nor hath, 'nor *-Y 
truly. deſireth God? De- J 
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Lt then ſhould any $jar of os 
Coons ed when he hears how 
-almoſtChriſtian may go.ih.the way 
i, "beaven,.. when as he-thatQis th 
eſt. true believer, that bath the 
Ka true grece, goes farther then bez 
for:he, believes in,and loves God? ti 
ern the almoſt Chriftian do ley I 


matter of externa] duties) yeh| y 
if 69 va but the leaſt true faith, 1a F 


OD 
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.- rity..of. loye to Chriſt, hef n 
—_ woul uxely be faved; and ſhould the 
ID) - 1 an do ten times more dutics|tc 


he doth,yet bad he not faith inf; 
riſt, and love to Chriſt, he would|a 
ſurely be rejected. yi 
Oh therefore Ict.not any weak belie- C 
P.-- ver-be diſcouraged,though hypecrites|y; 
4 may. out do them, and .go beyond{g 
*.  themin duty; for all their duties arc u} 
yd done in.h ocrifie; but your; faith.ang|w 
-.- Jag bg qd in duties, MK AMR A of 
Me. - + your RS A 
#2a.+ : +, 5, Idogorfpcak this to Lilcouragh 
py 2K 3 ſoul; in;the = ol dupeh, ua 


down evtward wu of "% 
FE foul im engine  * 
0 5 the e faith, Cone ſth 1 Cot 
het gift eg bat.yer 4 form moto you: 44. 
WU more excellent way: Lay,coverthe. 
» lag) heſt gifts;covet mach ti9 be.in-dutics, 
Wal much .in;prayer,mucitin bearing, © 6) 
the] Bur yet 1 ſpew. you s mary. exgellent ways 
| the] and he is,the way of faith and love;. 
; be] pray much 4 dug-abep-; believe much 
too. Hear, much,read much; bur then 
lel{ love God-much,t90, -.Delightiin the 
Yet] Word and Ordinances of - Cod mach, | 
the] but then delight4n;the "_ of Ordi- 2 
» he] nances' more. +: - (477 +4 
1 the] And-wheg! you-are molt. in dazizcas HY 
utic8|to your ve of them ; Ob then, þe fure bk 
th inſto be above duties, as to your FeAl _— 


ould|and dependance wpon,! them. 
{you be Chriſtians indeed, rage 
elic-|Chriſtians,2-.O then ;be-much in £ 


TItHuſe and exerciſe of Ordinanceghut be, 
yond| much more in-; faith and. dependance 
> A p upon. Chriſt and bis righteoolarſss 
.an8\when, your. obedience.is moſt; to ,the 
af ON commangi ſigner FRur: A ect 
upon the 
1959! he praf 
hoy jd ap is 


; reſts in p (dbiicy, 
© almoſt a Cher: Wa. 


yon 


» Lab T .: oe” ae 
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'to-'reſt - 
TN Cine the a8 DN 


Ebriſtianz 5 for of yt n_ 
Fa are je Abrahatn's feed, aud he 
according to'the promiſe. - vo 
* $And thus I have anſwered the fir 
Query,'to wit, How' far a man may g& 
inche'way to Heaven, and ye be. be 
almef 4 Clriffian, '>" j 


x. He may have mich knowledy. + 
2, He may'have grear gifts. 
-3. He may have'a high profeſſion. 
. 4. He may do much a fin. 
'— 5-6 maydeſire grace, # 1 
6. He may tre qoerks Word. 
+7; He maydelightiin the Word. | 
by He' may be 'a Member of the 
WofChrift. © 


- 10. He may be under great and vi 
fible changes. 

"x2; He may be very zealous 3 in 
marrers of Religion. FPS 

& He may be much in! prayer. 
+ © 237He may fiffer for-Chrift,* 

” 8 14 Hemay be called"of God." 
+4 564d LN in ſome ſenſe have] 


Sc Wo 4 aA. 


* 16: Het may have ſoitie wed; 
17.He may love the people of: Goda "I 
18. He maygo far 'in obeying the © 
commands of God: -- 
19, He may be in ſome ſenſe fandti- ® 
fied. 

20, He'may do all (as to extergal - 
q duties) that a true Chriitan can, *and 
yet be no beter than almoſt a Chriſtie: 

"The ſecond Queſtion; 
| Why, or \ whence is it, that many men 
10D. ofofe as that tht) come to be abweſp Ky 
Chriſtians ? | 
: Firſt, 1t may b2to avſwer the call of 
rd. conſcience; though few men have Brace, 
9; 4} yet all men. have conſcience,»+ 1 
Fark] Now do but obſerve and you Gall 
| ſee how far conſcience may goin this 
es 0! work, 7 4 EY 
1. Conſcience owns 4 God; ard cher. wo 
1d vi ibis 's God muſt be wot ſht ;pped and ſerved by. — 4 
| 14 creature. Arheiſts* in practice ,we +. 

in the bave _any, fach-as the Apoſtle: ſpeaks: 
x of, 7, 1.16. | They profsfs ' they kai 7 
| Ged Incamms they deny terms: 7 45 
4 But- Atheiſts in: dg ment nane&Jcan 

Joc) Txtly' a Heathen;couldiſay, Home; "6 


ns tan bantara; wo . 


Now +06 fr iter ba | 
"2D "x wh 
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ft Pha; Cionerdlb#,” 
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2 of if ene, "2s rodiſcover thor there is Þ 
5 CP -God}amd that he muſt beworſhipped;® 
* *by the help of farther lighr, k < light 
of the Word, a man may be-enabled 
to do much.in the ways of God,6r yer 
his heart without a dram of Grace. 

+2, Know this, that nataral conſci- 
ence is capable of great improvements 
from the means of grace ; ſitting under 
the Ordinances, may exceedingly 
w - heighten the endowments of - conſci- 
= . .ence,though they do not ſanctifie con- 
- ſcience z ic may be much regulated, 
K. though it be not at all renewed;it may 
He enlightned,convinced, and yet never 
TE  ſavirgly converted and changed, 

Ye read in Heb. 6. 4. of ſome that 
were once enlightned, and taſted of the 
£4. heavenly g:ſt,and were wrt eye of 
&* _. -rheHoly Ghoſt.What work ſhall we call 
: "this ?" It could not be a ſaving work, a 
true” change and converſion of ſtate : 
For” notwithſtanding this enlight- 
ning, and taſting, and partaking, yet 
ry are here ſaid to fall away, verl.6:| 
"Had 'it been.a "true work of grace, 
Wa . whey. could never have fallen. away 
L-- from that ; a believer-may-fall, butt 
">  carinot: fall. away ; be _y fall toully 


«* > 


- 


, go. Wh i AL. " ” 
| but he can't « Lo 1 finally} "br-.. 


ed; "derneath are the everlaſting armsy | his 473 - 
ght | Kiich is eſtabliſhed in the itrengrh of: 
led that prayer. of Chriſt, that our. faith ops 


yet | failnot; nay he tells us exprelly, that 324 
0 F it 1 eternal life which he gives, from 
ſei- | which we ſhall never periſh, Joh. 10.28. 
ents | . This work then here ſpoken of, 
der | cannot be any ſaving work, becauſe it 
igly | 1s not an abiding-work ; for they that 
i{ci- | are under it,are ſaid to fall away from 
con- | it; but though! it be not a ſaving work, » © 
ted, | yet it is a ſypernatural work ; it is an ® * 
may | improvement made by the word;upan 
ever | the conſciences of men through the 
power -of the ſpirit ;- and therefore: 
that] they are ſaid to tafte the (good word of | 
' the] Goa, and to be made partakers of the - 
75 of Holy Ghoſe ; they have not the ſpirit” , © 
call] abiding in them favingly, but ſtrizing 3 
rk,al with: thew, and working -upon.theny: _- 
ate:Þ convincingly, to tlie awakening and 
ght- ſetting conſcience 00 work, And con-* 
yet] ſcience thus ſtirred, may carry a. man. / 
»r(.6:1 very farjin Religion, and in the durjes We 
race, of the Goſyel,and,yet be bat natural. 
away] Conſcience. we 
| A conn work of rho ſpirit, mays. FA | 
"| ſeas: a man yery much in che duties” - ©; 
Hl. 2. | of. Fo - a» 


.. 


-oFRe ” thobght” t” be a (pets 
"+ at tk of this PAY that” fteads Fl. | 
EZ ian to falvation; a man may have the” 
by == ahiting preſence of the ſpirit, enabling 
hymn to preach and pray,and yet tie may | 
= perift for want of the renewing  pre- *Þ 
ſence of the ſpirit enabling him to be- 
» eve: 7-4as had the former,and yer pe- 
= rilhed for want of the ater 3- he had J' 
- che ſpirit aſſiſting him to caſt outDevils, 
but yet he had not the ſpirit renewing 
him, for he was caſt out himſelf. Thus 
a man may have an improved conſci- 
ence,and yet-be a ſtranger to a renew- 
ed conſcience; and conſcience thus im- 
= proved, may puta man very much 
 uponduty. 
= I pray God none of us miſtake a con- 
 ſeietee thus improved by-the word,for a 
> axſerence renewed by the ſpirit; the mi. 
Take" ig-very 7eaſte, eſpecially when a 
4 of duties is the fruir of ir. 
” The - conſcience of a natural man is 

2 Bo yo diſtrefs and troxdle; though a 
natural Conſeience | 1s NOT [anttified with 
._ grace, "yer" it-is often rroubled ar fing 
trouble of cofiſcience” is-not incident vg 
"believer; only, bur fomerimes ro «1-4 
7 VOY S no: I beliryers ORE 
. los | 
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ſometimest 4. wh 
” truly WB rves w—y 2 . natarale 
£onlclence is troubled for fin,.. \BOUNF 
it-is never freed from fin. God fore h 
ay. |} times. ſets the, Word, home vpon-che 5 
-e= | - fiooers conſcience, and applies. the _ter- 
 rors of the Law to it, and this fills the- 

foul with fear and horror of death and 
ad 4 Hell; now in this cafe the ſoul ul ſually* " 


ils berakes, j itſelf co a. life of duties, Meer- 

ng ly to fence trouble out of confcience..” —- 
oe. When.- Abſalom ſets fire-on oat! «208 
»j. | Corn-fields,then he runs to himzthongh=7 
w- | be refuſed before; ſo. when God lets. 3 8. 

m. | ſpark of Hell (as.it were), fall vpn 1 


ch ſinners conſ{cience,in applying the terrors . & F 
of the Wofd, this drives the ſinner t6.2 oy or 
life of duties which he never. minded”. 


4+? before, The ground of many a mans Chi "pt 
ni. | gaging in Religion,is the- trouble of his 
4 conſcience;and the end of his cantinding” , 
in Religion, is the quieting-of cohſci- > 8 
;, | ence; if conſcience would, never check \ 
op him, .God ſhould , never hear from _ 


ich | bim. . 
| - ;Natural conſcience bath. a voice, = 
vg. 25d: ſpeaks aloud” many times in-the:. 
4 ſinners: ears,, and . telleth- him,” this 
ought not to. be: done,” God RI 
FA H'3 
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| "the" Wands of Goth 
Bnort co be Nlighted ; living in ſin P- 
* "be the-ruln of the ſovl; and hence” 
*'Y -*Itis thar a narural man runs to duties, | 
and takes up'a lifeleſs.and graceleis F.. 
&-  profefſion;that he may thereby ſilence 
& * conſcience. As.a man fick in his fto« F.: 
.» mach. whatever {weer morſel he hath 
O 3 {eaten he brings up all; and although 
=. - 1t Was ſweet in the cating,yet.itis bit- 
= rin therifing. 
25-0 it Fareth with the ſinner, when 
= be is'Sermon-ſick,or conſcience: fick ; 
- gh his'fn was ſweer in the pra- 
ice, yer the thoughr of it fiſeth bit- - 
- ter epoy' the conſcience, apd the! his 
-profefſion” of Religion is the Pill he 
"rouſeth abour in his month,to take a- 
*way the bitterneſs of fins caſte. 
4: Natzral conſcience enlightned by the 
"Word, way diſcover to # man naxch of the 
= 7 of a natural ſtate ; though not 
\eftectbally ro bring hIm ont of it, yet 
{o-as-to make him reſtleſs &-weary in 
It; 4t»may ſhew a ſinner his nakedheſs, 
5 and" hereypon the ſor] Tunneth to /a* 
P40" "Ie of duties, thinking hereby to ſtead. 
-the miſery'of his cafe,” and-to 'mak® a | 
* brering for his nakeenela, - { is ſaid, ? 
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We they were naked, they Jomed Gs 
. 


. his nakedne(s and. vileneſs, - by- rea- 
* ſon of ſin, whereas he ſhould run "to, - ” 
=, Chriſt,and cloſe wich him, and beg his 
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#. 3.7. That when dns 


leaves togeth:r, aud made themſeluch 
covering.S0 when once the ſinner -ſeerth- 


4 þ SS 7 
: v- "__ 
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righteouſneſs for a covering, #44 448. 
ſhame of his nakegneſs da not apped 
Rev. 3.18. He rather runneth-tq ahi 
of duties and performances, and thus 
maketh himſelf a covering, with 
fig-l:aves of a profeſſion, without.Ch 
truly imbraced, and conſcienee ap: - 
renewed. Natural man would {9 be 
bis own Saviour , and - ſyppoſeth ;ac 5,5 
change of ſtate to be a thing-within © | 
hjs own power,and that-the true work 8 
of grace, lieth in leaving off the pra-* 3 
ctice of ſin,and taking up a life of dn-. 27 
ties;and therefore upon this principle»; 
doth many a graceleſs profeilor.out- 
ſtripa ſound believer;for he reſterhin ? 
his own performances, .and hopeth - | 
theſe will commend him ta God. 's 7 
If a natural conſcience may go thus Quit 

far, then what difference. is there. be- | 
tween this matutal conſciener- in Hype> .; * 
crites and Sinners, and a tenewed cope 1:1 
| H4 © ' ſcience: 
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ft Ch riſttegd;ſeovered 0 or, 


| Believers iOr bow may 1 kno 
ber the working of my conſcience 4 
: workings of . nature yg or elſe of 
grace open init? 
\-E grant, that it is difficult to diſtin 
uiſh between the one and the other} 
andthe difficulty hath a two- fold riſes 
6-35 It ariſeth from that Hypocriſie] 
| Pi that is in the beſt Saints; the weakeſt 
W believer is no hypocrite, but yet there 
wal - is ſome 4ypocrijie in the ſtrongeſt be- 
7" Þ hever;where there is moſt grace, there 
+ ſome ſin; and where there is moſt ſin- 
_cerety, yet there is /oxze + pocrifie, 
> Now itis very incident to a tender 
-Conſcience- to miſgive and miſtruſt its 
ſtats upon the fight of any fin;when he 
Fes hypocriſie break out in any du- 
fy or performance,then he complains, 
* Surely my aims are not ſincere, my con- 
e- ſeience is not reuewed; it is but natural 
® conſcience enljphtucd, hot by grace parged, 
503 and changed , CET 
"II -*- 2, It ariſeth from that reſemblance 
re ehere is between grace and bypocrife, 
bn per- for hypocrifi-.is a reſemblance of grace 
yore without fybſtance,the likeneſs of grace 
th rhe: without; the Jife- of grace, There is 
ure. | HO Brace but an AFRaNrRS may. haxe 
\ £x5\ -by 6,4 Oaet W 
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i ſumewhar like it;and there 
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done by a Chriſtian, - bur an Typo "4% 
may our'ſtrip him in it, Now when. 
one thar bath not true grace ſhall go 8 
farther than one that hath, this may 
wellmake the. belieyer queſtion whe- 3 
ther his grace be true or not; or Whe- 
ther the workings of his conſgjefice be. 
not the workings of nature'only,rather 
than of grace wrought 18 if. 

But to anſwer the Queſtion; © Yau: 
may - make a judgement. of chis ©. 
theſe ſeven_particuſars. 

1. If 4 natnral mans conſezente 
teth him npon duty,ht doth «{udliy bound 
himſelf in the work, of God : bit duties* . 
are limired, his obedience is a limited; "*: 
obedience; he doth one duty, and heg-.. 8 
lecteth another; he picketh ang'ehg+. ; by 
feth-among the commands of {dag oz” .** 
beyeth- one; and -flighterh -angrkews 
Thus much-is- enough,” what need rany ©; 
more? if Ido thus and thus, { ſhall g0- 53 
ro heaven:atJaſt, -<,095 

But now» where ecnſigade is-£6- 
newed by/grace, there jt-ig otherwiſe; 
Taough there may be inany/ weak-- > ® 
neſſes which-atccompavy: its: durieh, «4 Y Fo N 
yet that ſoul; never bounds ir elf iy... 
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biif:an diſcovered, of, 
s after Godzit nevet loves Gid 
dur ſtill it-would 1cve him 
7 "ap ſeeks him ſo mich, but Kill. 
” it ouſt ſeek him more z nor dorhir: 
ſerye God ſo well at any-time, bur Rill'$ 
i makes conſcience” of ſerving him 
better, A renewed conſcience"is a ſpriny” 
of wnjverſal obedience, 'Plal. 119.12 
1for it ſeth an infinite Excellency, and 
goodneſs, and holineſs in God, and, 
Kherefore would fain have its ſervice 
Tiſe up towards ſyme proportionable- | 
neſs ro the objet ; a God of infinite 
Excellency and goodneſs, ſhould: have 
infinite love, faith conſcience , a holy 
' God ſhould have ſervice from a holy 
Heart, ſaith conſcience, 
Now then, if I ſet bounds to 'my 
ove to God,or to my ſervice to God; 
if I limit my ſelf in my obedience ' to 
the holy 'Gotl; love one command, 
-.. and ſlight another; obey-in one point, 
- and yet-lic croſs in another; | then is all 
- T do but the working of a natural con- 
ence; Burt onthe orher Hand , if I 
tove” the Lord>with ty whole heart, 
and whole ſoul; and ſerve him with a 
-- _- my mightand' ſtrengrh: If T eſteem all 
32s Got PR" concerning "all: Hhyoge; 9 Je 
% Tig's. 
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The falſe Prof:ſſor tr 4 andl 5: 
phy; Zhap- | 
mands, then is my love andb4@r 
from a renewed conſcience, 4b 

2. 1f a natural mans conſcience cyeck* 
or accuſe for ſin, then he ſceketh to ſtop 
the month of it but uot to ſatisfie itzmolt 
of the natural mans duties are-to-Ril 
and ſtifle conſcience, 

But ngw the believer chuſech 'ra- 
ther«to let conſcience cry, than to ftop 
the mouth of ir, until he can do it up- 
on good terms, uutil he can fetch in 
ſatisfaction. to it, from the blood «of 
Jeſus Chriit,by freſh atts.of faivh ap 
prehended and applied, 

The natural man ſceketh to. Rill the® 


noiſe of conſcience, rather than'to-res.:._-: 
the Believer ſeekerh 
the removal of guile by che applica-:; 
mw of Cprifts alood ;& rhen conſcience Y 


move the guilt ; 


s quietof ir ſelf, As a tooliſh manks- 


vin « Mate faln into /higgeye;and[ma- | 


king it water;he wipeth.away the'wa-, 
rer;and' labours to keep it dry, but ne-. 


ver ſearchech + his eye to get. our the 1- 
Mote ; but a wiſe man mindeth.not-ſo | 


much the. wiping, as the ſearching his 


eye ; ſomewhat is gotin,and that oav- 


ſeth the watering, . anditherefore-.the 
_—_— muſt be removed. 
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if hh hen.f when-conſagnce acen+ ]. ha 
k ory _ I rake upa life of duties, } fl 
*.."4form of godlineſs to:ttop the mouth] +: 
"af conſcience, and if hereupon con- | ve 
ſcience be ſtill 2nd quiet, then isahis. w 

but-a natural conſcience; but if when - 
conſcience checks,it will aor be fatisf- $ 4 
£d with any thing but the 6/ood ofChriſft, } , L 

and therefore I uſe-duties to-bring. me Þ}, ye 

to Chriſt; and if I beg the ſprinkl:ng of Þ| ' Ge 

his 40d upon conſcience, and labour |} ar 

=  notſo much ro ſtop the mouth of it,as | ve 

to remove guile from ir,then is this a | di 
renewed conſcience. el 

; 3s There is no natural man,let him go | tb 

,, *-nevir ſo far, let him do never ſo much in'\ - d 
\F K12.6- awatters of Religion, but ſtill he hath his ni 
| \Dallilah, 2# 46ofom luſt. Judas wem | ti 

; > . far, but he carried his covetouſneſs.a- |} al 
ar.6:20 long with him; Herod went far, he did Ci 

a many things under the force of Zobn's -\|* 

be - Miniſtry, ut yet there was one thing || + 
he did not; he did-not put.away ' his h 
4 Brathers-wife; his Herodzas lay in his d 
et. boſom till. Nay, commonly-all:the | 
" _ mans duties are to'hide "ſome y 
(ip lr profcthon 1 IS only made: vſe of 1 
* a cover=ſhame, F 
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hatethy alt fin, as David dit 
falfe wayzi! tre regardeth yo 
his heart; te ufeth duties, not re 
ver fin, . bur to help work down, 
work out fin. -. 44 
Now then, if I profeſs Religion, if .v 
make mention of the Name of the . ©; 
. Lord, and make my-boaft of the Law;and Romy 
|, Jet through breaking the Law di iſhonowr ; 
"I God; It I Iive in the love of any fin, F 
|} and make uſe of my profeſſion to co- «2 
ver it, then am Ian hypocrite,” and my . 
| duties flow but from a naturaFconſei- 
ence: but on the other hand, 7f / nawe 2 Titt 
the name of the Lord feſus, and. withal 9 w 
'J - depart from iniquity ; if I uſe daties © © 
' Not to cover, but to diſcover and Tmor=-... 
tifie ſin,then am I upright before God, 
| and my duties flow froma renewed 
| conſcience. 


4. A nataral man prides himſelf in 
his duties; if he be-much in duty, then. 
he is much lifted op under duty; &. 
did the Phariſees, Luk. 18; God 1 thavk Lok/a 
thee that 1 ans not as ther men atezand 11; &: 
why? where lay the-diiference? ' why, 
I faſt twice in the weak, I [ give tithe; of * Ld 
4 ak, &c: "#4 
} "A tike a gracious. heartz-ia *2 

rehewed. - > 


” __ 
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riſftian diſcovared, or; 


6 hes 1 


Pax, he was much in ſervice, in ſea- 


» 4 ſon,and ore of ſeaſon, preaching up the 
Lord Jeſus with all boldneſs and ear-* 
neſtneſs, and yet very humble ina. 
ſenſe of his own unworthineſs under - : 
all;/ am not worthy to be called an dpo-, 


file, 1Cor. 15. 9. - To mes who am leſs 
than the leaſt of all Saints, is/this grace 
given, that I ſhould preach among the 
Gentiles the -unſearchable riches ,of | 
Chriſt, Eph.3,8.And again,1 Tim. 1.15, 
wers: 1 am chief. Thus a belicyer 

® when be is higheſt in duties, then is he 
loweſt-in humility ; dbry pufſerh up 
' the hypocrite, but a Believer comes 
away humbled,and why? becauſe the. - 

, hypocrite hath had no viſions of God; 
he."bath ſeen only his own. gifrs and 
parts;-and this:exalreth him ; but the 


- Believer hath ſeen God, and enjoyed 
communion with God, and this hum- - 


bleth him : Communion with :God, 
thovgh it be very refreſhing; yer-/it'is 
alſo very abafing and humbling: to the 
creature. Hierom obſerveth an Zepb. 


-. 
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, »% {Fs 


L ience,and when his du- | 
G: 5 | = higheſt, then isihis heart at 
amet. Thus it was with the- Apoſtle 


I. Where :t is Gaid, than | 


= 


bl 


' riah, That, Amariab fignifieth rB&we | 


The fclſe Proſeſſor YM 
the Son of Gedaliah;” the '80w 


of the Lord;Gedaliah \ignifieth the great>-. | 


neſs of the Lord,S Cuſpi is interpreted 5 4 


bumility, or my eAthjopian, So that, 


{4 -ſaith he,from eheWord of che Lord;com- ' N | 
| eth a ſight of the grearneſs of the Lord, + 


and from a fight the grearneſs of the 
Lord, cometh hum:lity; 

Now then, if 1 vide my ſelf in any 
duty,and am puffed up under my per- 
formances, theh have I not ſeen nor 
met with God in any duty. But on the 
other hand, if when my gifts-are 'gt 
higheſt, my heart is at loweſty if when, 
my ſpirit ismoſt raiſed, my heart” is 
then moſt hamblcd : if in the midſt of 


- all my ſervices can maintain.a ſenſe .. 


of my own unworthineſs;; if Cys he 
the Son of Gedaliah, then have Iiten 
and had communion with Gpd 1n du- 
ty, and my performances'are from-a 
renewed conſcience. 

5.Look what that is to whichthe heart 
doth ſecretly render the glory of a duty F 
that rs the pranciple ofthe 4ut),10 Heb. 
1,16.ye read of them that Sacrsfice £8 
'theitNat,avd burn incenſe to their drag; 


where theglory ofan «ies jsrendred 
a to 
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op Principle of thats: Ln 
{ch Rivers run-iuto theSeaF 


1. X88t1s an argyment they came from the} #! 


_ 


+ _ . Into Himlelf;he was never by athrougt 
y caſt out of bimA | 


"18: me carried -out With: oO. you ' by 


In ſelf, then is ſelf rhe principle of all:? 
Now 31I the natural mans duties ru 


work of grace 
ſelf, and brought to-deny himſelf, and" 
rherefore he can riſe no- higher than | 
himſelf in all he doth; . he was never 


' brought to be poor in ſpirit, and fo to 


livEepon another;to be carriedout of 


-all-daties to Jeſus Chriſt. 


"But the Believer giveth the glory of 


© all his ſervices to God; whatever 
Wu, ftrength or life there is in duty, God 
- hath all the glory; for he is by grace 
= Outed of himſelf, and therefore ſeerh'} 


no exeellency or, worthineſs in'felf, 
FT laboured more abundantly than they 
al, faith rhe Apoſtle; but to: whom 


doth he aſcribe the-glory of this? 'to | 
Jef? No, -ye not 7, faith he," bkrithe 
ras of God which was with me; "1 Cor, 


15.10. When ever the grace of Chriſt 
is-wrought in the heart-asa principle: 
of duty, you ſhat] find the ſou] when it 


a 4 


| F **%- WE 
bt ” | yo 
\, q . mw 
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-*Sea;l0 when all a mays duties rerminate 


5, 


2 


- x. 
by *.,- i Ty. 4 


ih of, it, 7 4 


(ws = ade FM 
wt IT ; ſelf-is difclarged, 
moſt adyanced, when it is from zrace”” 
\that the heart is quickned; the:ewenty 5 
Wſowr Elacrs caf their Crowns. at ona 
4 (feet, Rev. 
] There - Ry things very bard ; 
Þ one is to take the ſhame of our ſinsro 
our ſelves; the other is to: give'the 
glory of our ſervices to Chritt. 
Now then, .1f I ſacrifice.to my own 
net, if L ajm at my own credit or-pro- 
fir, and give the glory of all-4-do to: - 
elf, then.do I ſow to the fleſh,and/mus” © 
never yet caſt out of ſef,bur att only ©-- ”. 
from a natural conſciencegbot If :I Ive. A 
the glory of all my ſtrength and Ii we 
*duty only to God, if I-maghifie g1 
in al}, and can truly ſay in all I do, ger 
not F, then am I truly caſt out-off{elf, - 
and do what Ido With a renewed con» : 
{cience. | 
6. Though 4 nataral conſcience! may- 
put a may much «pon ſervice, yet ###- 
ver prefſeth to the attainment. of \habs -. "8 
neſs; ſo thaf he carrieth an unſapti- » 
fied, heart. under all ; bow long was + "3 
Fd a Frofefſor, ard nor / one. 
dram, 


_ - 


| "thi a t be -þ | oc J q% 
| r- (you know) took. the 
boy, 7 hut took - no ol an their veſſels 
= ar is;rhey lookgd more after a prog 
- feſſion; than after fantification. - »{; 
But now-when a renewed conſe 
ence putteth a man upon duty, it4 
ſucceeded with the. growth: of _ boli 
neſs ; as grace helpeth to the doing of 
duty, ſo duty helperh to the growing 
of grace; a believer is the more wo 
and the more heavenly, by his being 
-much in duties. 
Now then, if I am:much in a life of 
'- duties, and yet a ſtranger.to a.life of 
-* holineſs; ifI maintain a bigh profeſſi- 
= .--* On, /and yet have not a true work 0 
- fantification ; if (likechildren in > 
> Rickets) I grow big in the head, buj 
© - weak in the feert,then have Leiftea 
© , Parts but no grace z and though I amy 
- much in; ſervice, yet have I but ang 
tural conſcience z_but on the. other 
' band, if che holineſs of my conyerla-, 
tion carrieth-a proportion-to. my pro- 
- fefſion;("if I am not a bearer-of the wordF py; 
> .- ouh,but a deer of it z if. grace graweth 
- _ - In ſeaſons'of duty, rhen I do;a@ inthe: 
.* rhings-of God froma reobmi conlei- | 


| 1 Noe, 
Wn 


6 


n & "a 
: 


i 7 = n wy”; , 
m_g*e te ſprgng of duty, thei 
1 ms faſteſt Lot wings bp ap 

af laſt arieth npbut ifa renewed -« anT «nn 
ſcience, a ſanctified - heart be + the 3 
- os of duty, then this ſpring will 
Fever dry vp ic will run always, from 

eſt ro laſt, & run quicker at Jaſt than 

o"Nn ao I know thy works,and the laſt to 'be 
SE more than thr firft, Rev.2.19. The righs 
£; s ſhall hold on his way, ., and bt that 
ath clean hands ſhall be ſtronger th 
ffronger, Job 17. 9. 

But you will ſay, why doth that Queſt. ? 
man abate -mdJanguifh in his daties, > 
that dorh them from-a natural - con NT 4 
ſcience, more than he that doth-rhem y F- 
from a renewed conſcience ? . 

RS The reaſon is, becauſe they voy 6 
bpon a failable root, a decaying root, 
and that'is nature ; narure is a fading 
roor, and ſo zre all its fruits fading ; 
but the dutjes done by a renewed con+ 
ſcience, are fruits that grow upon a 
laſting root, and that is Chriſt'z 

pifts have phrir "roor in natxre ; butt 
actbth its root in Chri#;and theyes 

3 fore the weakeſt grace ſhall out-live 

x the greareſt gifs and--parts,: Mee 

| raere" 
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E root © F one, Al 
the-rc Dot "9; another, 14 5 0067 
differ, like the leatlier of youths 
”- Ide ys the skin of your foot; .takhe 
2-pair of ſhooes that have.the thickell A) 
ſoles, and if you go much in them,thaly;e: 
leather weareth out, and .in a little 
time a mans. foot cometh ro tht 
ground.; but now a man that. goech ſo 
bare-foot all his days, the .skin of his 
ſeer doth not wear out ; why tho 
mor the ſole of his foot ſooner we | 
out, than the ſole of his ſhoo; . for the 
| leather. 1s nzuch thicker-than the skin 
the. reaſon. is, becauſe; there ig ;life in]- 5 
the, one, and not in the other ;: therel, a 
&-life- inthe skin of the. foot, and{yy., 
therefore that holdeth ont, and grows N 
* eth thicker and thicker, harder ages. 
| harder; but there is no life in the-ſole n 
of his ſhoo,agd therefore that weareth 
out and waxeth-thinner and thunner;ſql 
it. is With gifts and grace. 
Now then,if I decay and. abate, and[ ow 
grow weary of a profeſſion, and fall | (0 
awayat laſt; f / begin 51 the [pir it, an ſſ f 
end inthe fleſo, then was all L did from 
4 natural conſcience; byt-if L grow-2 q 
bold —_ I prleviggs #0 r theepdand my my ſhe 
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e more xp p 
F rom a renewed Conſeiente. 6 
And thus Fhave in ſeven'thi 8 ans - 
Fwered that queſtion, 01x. if conſoients Y 
ray go thus far in putting a man upon  *$ 
furies, then what difterence is there be= 
reen this natural conſcience in bypo- 
Writes and ſinners, and renewed conſci- 
Þnce in believers # 
And that is the firſt anſwer to the 
Win Query,viz. Whence is it that many 
"men go ſo far, as that cbe) come to be al- 
thy F 9h Chriſtians? 
' It is to anſwer the call of conſtience; 
: in Secondly, It is from the power *of the 
TEword under which they tive; though the 


4 
: > 
A 


word doth not-work effeCtually opon 


Wk], yet it hath a great power upon the 


x arts - of ſinners to reform them, 
boogh not to renew them, | 
th Tt hath vim'd;fcrimiinationts; a 
zo] cerning '<ſcovering power, Heb, 
12, The word of God is quick and 
a i; powerful, ſharper than any two-edgrd 
yoword, piercing to the dividihg aſunder 
"bf ſoril and ſpirit, 4nd” of the joyns and 
arrow,” and is a diſcerner of the thimphts 
L li intents of the heart. This is the glafs 
ſherevefery "manmay ſee what mart 
| Fi ner 


% 


FN 


WRC; as che light of ag] ,s, 
Ulevvers the fittle Motes; ſo chaffÞ.c/ 
Tabtofthe World ſhining into conſes}þrin 


F=encc,diſcovers little fins. Arryi 
E -_ 2. The word hath vim legiſlat ivamy| wh: 
© the power ofa Law ; it gives JaWtolpaſs 
= the whole ſoul, binds conſcience ; it Was t 
2s, therefore frequently called theLawinſfuct 
Scripture ; wnleſs thy Law had'been myſcon 
gal. 119. delight ,&rc, To the aw, and ta the Te |] 
eo  /fimony ; this is ſpoken of the wh [i 
+ Word of God, which is therefore c 
ed a Law,becauſe of its binding pow l 
er_ upon the conſcience. W. 
3. It hath vim judicativam,a Judging] thi: 
power : Joh: 12. 48., The word that [| F 
have ſpoken; ' the ſame ſhall jnage him and 
at the laſt day ; the ſentence that God feſ 
- >, will paſs ypon (inners hereafter, is Mtha 
=, other than what the word paſlethk, / 
* upon. them. here ;\ the judgment: olfpoy 
God, is not a day- wherein God willlme 
- paſs any new ſentence, but .itys ſuch aJand 
= day wherein God will make a folemn} and 
T95 publick ratification- of the judgment] on ; 
& paſſed by the Miniſtry of 'the word| a r« 
- 41% ,uponfſouls here ; this I gather clearly{bin 
Lt, 7 'from Mat, 18,18.. Wharſocut# 38 en. 
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1 whatſoever | 
ball be looſed in heaven | fo 4 
Ch Albringing a mans heart rathew 
4 rying it by that;he mayquickly Kn 
an what that ſentence is that God"? 
_ | paſs upon his ſoul in. the laſt day; for 5 
sthe judgment of the word is now;. 
nfuch will the judgment of God be 
concerning him in the laſt day. 
Indeed there is a two-fold power 
ther than this, in the word. 
Vim Plaſticam & 
wh. E bath I HIT a 1 
A begetting and ſaving power but 
Ing this is put forth only upon ſome. 
: /\ Burt the other is more extenſive, 
mand hath a great cauſality upon a pro- 
091 feſlion of goodneſs, even among them 
War have no grace. 
chi A man that is- under this threefold 
ofpower of diſcerning 'Law, and Jadg- 
vil} ment, -that hath his heart renſacked 
h aþand diſcovered, his -conſcience bound | 
mn and awed, hiv ſtate and ſinful conditi-, - 1 
ent] on j#dged and condemned, may take up 4 
rd a reſolution ofa new life, and+<convyert * 3 
mY bimſclf to a great profetſion of Religi- i 
q 00. , 
#3 3. 4 wan ma Se ra bI as 
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pet '4 name in the v4 a 
| l 'of e Phariſees, They love 
"4@Pr a) 11 Lf Market-places, and in the. the 
601 rs of the ſtreets, to be ſeen of men. |, 
"Many are of Machiavels principley q 
4 ” that the appearance of virtue is to bel "+5 
ſought; becaufe though the uſe of it. is} +9 
a trouble,yet the credit of it is a help. | , q 

Ferorpe 10 his Epiſtle ro ?alian, ,calls} 7 
ſuch popmlaris anre vilia marcipia, ti "P 
baſe bond-ſlaves of common Fame, ME] *7 
ny 2 man doth that for credit, that heſ;hjs 
will not do_ for conſcience; and OWns 
Religion more for the ſake of lf, than]yy,. 
for the ſake of Chriſt;thus making Goas|,,,, 
ſtream to turh the Devils if. 

Fourthly: Jr is from 4 defire of ſaluasICye 
tonzthere is in all men a deſire of falv; ly 
rion;it is natural to every being, to love aL 
and feek its own preſervation; who willl,;yy, 
Jhew #s any good? Pſal.4.6. This is thefegny 
Language of Naeure,fepking happined brok 
| to irs ſelf, loodl 
E - _ © Many a man-may be carried fo fat L 
2 out in the deſires of ſalvation, as oY 
many things to obtajnir; - - ©! i, 

"So did the young 'iman; Giod: Maſte Jonal, 
wel, "Irs thing Habs he I ma pf ch 


 =þ 
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ind 


F. The" Pr ofefr yh 
| , wherit eternal lifet he's Wor: wel 4a "ts 
did much, obeying many” eommandars,.-> 
I and all-our of a defire of alvath 
then , put theſe together, and thi 
M{an anſver to that queſtion, 14. 
Gf] The cal of conſcience. : WY 
be *The power of the Word. a. 
18} The affettation of Credit :'and 
; The deſire of Salvation. 
Is} . Theſe may carry a man ſo far, as to 
"almoſt a Chriſtian, | 
he by third Qyeſtion propounded;” is 
15} Thirdly, Whente is it that tmauy w7Queh 
an |þyr almoſt briſtians when they have Yonan 7 
148 thus fart what is the cauſe of this? 

I might multiply Anſwers to this nſw: 
Queſtion ; but 1-ſhalf inftance in'two "o | 
only, which I judg'the moſt material. - "St 
vel | Firſt, It 3s for tant of right and ſound. [7 Be 
"4 inviBtion; if a mari be.nor throughly : 
convinced of fin, and his heart truly + 
broken, whatever his profeſſion - of 
rodlineſs may be, yethe will beſure- 
farſ 0 miſcarry; every work of conviction 
Fnota through work; there are:can- wa 
"" Ctions that areionly natural and rati- . "2 
yonal, but. nor from the powerful wn "4 
"Y K. whom _—_ __ Ty 
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rhe > 
% s vs # > . \ 
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A Y on, #s that which. 
Proc wow of 4 natural] 
"C0 ; uk 7 ee-charging guilt from the light of 
8, ; by the help of thoſe xclvu rraay 
> Me common principles of reaſon that are] 
En allmen : This is the conviction you] 4 
2 read of Row. 2. 14, I5, It is ſaid, thaw]. wi 
». the Gentiles who had not-the Law,yer.{ jul 
© had their corſciences beariug witneſs, thin 
and accuſmng, or excufing one another rab 
 *though they had not the light of Seri 
rare;yer'they had ccariiions from thE] © 1 
light of nature;now by the help of the; et 
- \Golpel-light, theſe conviRtions may be [11 
much 4mproved;and yet'the heart not —1 
| renewed. B 
, » Bur thenthere is a ſpiritual convich-. | 7#; 
| RN - ſi on, and this is:that work of. the $pis; Hz 
=" rie bf God npan the fiumers heart by thi] 47 
Word, whereby the guilt and filth of ful * C 
is fully diſcovered,arid the wo and miſery; for\ſ 
of a natural ſate diſt infHly ſer home wp- | 09. 
onthe confience, tothe ML nd terrar: 
of the fpnner, whilſt he-abides; in .Fhab 
ſrate ava condition. - v35jox ri 
. And-:this is the conviction:nt at ih 
ſound and through work. ; 
theis convictions, bur4 tor this jþ 
; convittion, , | Pas 
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« fuſe Profeo;t paſte” 
Now you'l ſay, wo yg 4 | 
time uM r conviction, 10 fo 6 a 

I whet her, xy comvittions beonl 


; 4 4 4 
dl tural conſcience, or whether p or 6: 

«1; ef writ of God, | 

"ol. ould digreſs. too-much to draw, 


= out the folution of this queſtion 10, ity+ 
£4 juſt, lepgcb 5.11 ſhall therefore in fivg © 
: | things only lay down the moſt conlide- 
"| rable difference between the. one and 
e other, 
| 1.Nateral convittions reach chiefly te 
"= apen and ſcandalons ſns,fins againſt the 
e | /ight of nature ; for nataral conviction 
jt] can 7046h noyfarther than natural light, 
But ſpiritual conviction reaches tO fe- 
i. | ret, inward,and nmaiſcerned (ins ſuch as .., 
3 Hypucuibe, Farmality , Lukewar nueſ, © v1 
al Degauefo, and hardneſs of Heart, &c. py 
5a | » Oblerve-then, whether your trouble 
ry for: ſn laoks;mmwygrd as well as ortward; 
and reaches nt. only to. open fips, but 
| to ſcorer Juſts;..t, inward and ſpiritual © - 
| fins; and; if, fo,this is. a{ure ſign of the 
4 York of the Spirir,becauſe the trouble 
ned by theſe ſms,; beats a more 
EEE 
; Y is: OWEN m, 
Mex [Ee nne elſe.can ſet or - » 


= 


| 


"F04 -/ Shan diſcord .or, 
"LN FR cons deal with 
4 6.994 4 Meta ſtats; 
bs. & condition; with ſips aftvgl,not or] 1, 
X gf Hah t ſpiritual convictions reach ol... 
| all ns, to fins of heart;as well as ſing \ = 
=» of life;to thefiv of our nature, as 
£ FF +$s the ſins of praCtice;to the fin chat 
B born in os; as well as the fin-that is], 
| done by us. for 
-*Where' the Spirit of the Lord com<[ 1 
th ro work effeCtually in any ſoul, hg 
holdeth the glaſs of the Law before "ſur 
the ſinners eyes; and openeth his eyes] þ; 
to look into rhe glaſs, and to fee all}. ;;,, 
- that deformity and filchineſs that is in 
Atts hearx and nature. © | 
*- », _ The Apoſtle Par! ſaid, [had nb 
*.  kyown fin but by the Law;Rom. 7/7:How| 
* can this be true, - that"he:'had not 
known ſin but by theLaw, when as the 
am. 2; tight of nature diſcovers ſi? It is aſd 
of theGentiles;zhat þ not Lal 
they are a Law wito cheſts y 
©». -, This fin therefore :that'the Apoſtle 
$ ſpeaks of, ' is mot 0 be NEE th 
An aftualpbir of ſin orig] 2 
'* +, © known the-pollation Adrtire, 
©. fountain of finthar- ig wiching mh 
».+ had not knowno'burby he Law; 2 


of 2 refer ty dh $6 
indeed this ia diſcovi tha 

light cannot make; it 1s THt 
| lofopher could ſay; xs; 199"uff 
Q FCTTEY, egmravrl 4 ' envy that laſt -1 
* and chief of all ſins, but I can ri 
is 


be meant i of ofiginal ſin; bur of 
inordinacy of app*tite'and defire at moſh; 
for I find that the wifeſt of the Philo<*. 
[| fophers underſtood no thing of Origi- |, 
1 inal ſin; here Seneca, Erras fi reciims wir 
A 4ia naſe! putas, ſuper venernit, ingeſt” 4 
ſunt; fin is'not born with, thee, bor Wy 
e$1-brought in ſince. Tam ſine vitie qu 
ll fine virt#te naſcimur. 
mn], Ouinmilian faith; It is more a 
.. | that any.one_ man, fins, - than that all ; 
| men_'ſhopld live honeſtly, .: fin.is. ſo +7 
W] againſt: the nature of men - how blind - 
of] were they in this point! and'*fo was 
el Pax!, rijl the Spirit of the Lord.dif= + ”—_ 
id covered it ro him by the Word. And © © 
W;| indeed this is a diſcovery proper . to hs. 
-1 the Spirit.-It is be that, makes the fin- 
© nerſce all the deformity and' filchineſs © 
1 that is within; it is he that pulleth, off "..; 
| all the inners rags, and makes him ſee 6: 
| his naked- and wretched. cofiditian, , 


| ba: US ps te blmantfs fs Bagh "% 
"A 109, ch of che will, . ** 
3 4 - the % | 


_ 


eſs of rhe affeCtions,the- 
conſcience, thePlagne|-© 
Sits andthe fin of dur natures, 
jt) rein the Colperabeneſs of on v4 
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F;. PS eral conBiftiont carry the fl 
"ut to look more on the evil that comes b 
Ws Pn,than on the evil that is in fin,lo that he 
* rhe ſou] under this conviction is more 
= troubled at the dread of 'Hell, arid ſa) 


wrath,and damnation.than at the vile] ”” 

2 and hainous nature of fin. : 
"Bur now ſpiritual convittions work * 
*-the ſoul into a greater ſenfibleneſs 0 "a 
the evil that is in fin, thin of theevil « 
'that comes by fin; the diſhotiour #ohe| ** 
roGod by walking' contrary to his will, wa 


C the wounds that are made i the keaft 
A of Chriſt, the grief that the holy Spirit H 
2” of God is put to,this woonds the foul 
E2% :more than a thoifand Hells. 

4 4 Natural convictions arc Hot durable, Sn, 


<« 268 arequickly worn our ;they ite like T 
roo, ht cut in the skin, "that r bleed h 
| He and i is ſore for che prefegt;but.” | A 
- © + healed again, and ina few d; ay* 6e'lD 
WE: yo gs car « co tg bes, th 
«06 Fg ut /p irit | Fr. og . Qnpat © 
bY”. er ng + 
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The falſe Profeſſor 
the|.in the. ſoul cill they by 
.end(which is the change mm 
es, The conv:ft;ens of the 
| a deep wound in the 08g | 
[the bone, and ſeems to endangef;” 
$1 life of the Patient, and is not b 
| but with great skill; and when” } is © 
4 .healed, leaves a ſcar behind  -s 
when the Patient is well, yet he can 3 
ml fay, Here is the mark of my wound which 
el will never wear ont, 


So a Soul that is under ſpiritual conu- 
D 


vittion, his wound is deep, and not ok l 
be healed but by the great $kill of the, = 
heavenly Phyſitian z and. when. jt is cul 
_ healed, there are the rokens of it re- peamgud 
maining in the ſou}, that can never be 7#-* 
#| worn out; ſo that the ſoul may ſay, 4 
ir] Here are the marks and ſigns of my con + 
vittion ftill immy ſoul, 

5. Nataral anvition make the foul 
ſoy of God ; guilt works fear, and fear / 
cauſes eſtrangednefs; thus it was with .; 
Adam, when he faw his nakednel(s,.; Gen. FY 
- he ran away and hid himſelf”: from C0 
God. 

Now ſpiritual convidtions drive not 
4 "the fan} from God, but unto-God'z | , » 

SO. conviction © was ſpiritual, - _ *S 
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:tg/God, Tow rhes me, 
7 zarned. So thar there | is ,you' 
if ©. great difference between con- 
oY id coxvittion; between that 
=. Tor is natural), and that which is 
= Ws. tualz that which is common, and 
#1 twhich is ſaving. 
Ss. Yea, ſuch is the difference, that 
though a man hath never ſe much © 
the former, yet if he be without the 
Jatter, he is but almoſt a Chriſtrari;-and 
therefore we have-great reaſon to en- 
quire more © after this ſpiritual con- 
yiction. For, 

1. S ritual conviction is an eſſential 
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gins herezti ue converſion begins in cons 

: _victions,and true conviftions end: In con- 

= verſion. . 

D Till the firiner be convinced of fin, 
he can never be converted from fin; 
Chriſts coming was as. a_Saviour- to 

. , dre for Sinners ;- and the Spirits com- 


part of ſound converſion; converſion be» | 


- == ing isto convince vs asfinners, that 
>, .we; may cloſe with Chriſt as a 'Savi- 
'. © our; till ſin be throughly diſcovered 
-r0 vs, [intereſt - in the blood'of Chriſt 


. fo long as ſim is unſeen, Chriſt: will 1 


, cannot rightly be claimed by:us; nay 


T4 | | hb 
- -unſoughr. Tory tha be whole, cdl is w_ 


- the Phyſician, but th "OR oo 
2. Eos and A Ns 0 
at} (when they are but s8Kin+d' % FRY ; 
s| wcanſe of mach Hypecrifi e*; Slight* | 
nd] »victions may bring the ſoul ©. 
about Chriſt, but not ito cloſe » 
at] /Chrift; and this is the guiſe of an Hye" . 
of | - pocrite; know no: other riſc-and ſpring ©? 5 
bel of hypocrifie, like this of ſlight con- FF 
df victions; this bath filled the Church of; 
n-j Chriſt with Hypocrites. Co 
N- Nay, it is _not only the ſpring of 7Y 
| Hypocriſie,. but it is alfo-the ſpring/af _4Þ 
al] Apoſtafie ; what was -the cauſe thar 
= | the ſeed was ſaid to wither away? Mar. 
| 13.5,6. it was becduſe t had" nodetps» 
u-j weſs of earth, Where there 1s through 
conviction, there is a depth of earth in? 
), | the heart, and there the ſeed: of the 
nf Word grows ; - but where; convidtions £ 
0] areſligbr and-commaon, there the-ſeed  ** 
1-1]- withers for want-of depth; ſo that wy, 
th you ſee clearly in this one inſtance, 
-| whence it is that many are-butalmoſt 
Chriſtians, when - they; have gone ſd. - 
far-in, Religion, viz. for want of ſound 
Yi conovi 
1 Secondly ” And this hach a ficar 
- | | relation 
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3+ 
vid 24 [t is ferwan of | 
tx of gr ace" firſt wrought in 
re this is not,all-a mans 
fo ©profefſian' ' comes” ro: n0- 
* 2 7 3:% Scholar- is never like to 
Tec "well, that will needs be in his 
war, 'before he 1 is out of his Pri- 
meter ; 'Clarh that is not wrought well 
" in the Loom, wilt neither wear well, 
"nor wear long,it will do little ſervice z 
= ſo that Chriſtian that doth not come 
P well off the Loom, that hath not a 
*hroogh work' of grace in his heart, 
will never-. wear well, he will ſhrink 
_ mthe wetting, and never do much 
fervice for God z it 18 not the pruning 
.. of a'bad tree, will make it bring Yorth 
good frut ; but the tree muit be maat 
re before the fruit can be good, Mar. 
Þ-2% 23\ 


#7 He that takes # ; 4 profeſſion of Rel 
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10u with an unbroken heart, will never 
Sn  ferve COP in that profeſſion with his X 
ks © , *apbole heart. 
oO --if rhere be. not a true change i in 
Ny that mans heart that yet goes farz and 
: {doth rauch- in the ways of God, tobe 
ſureL will cither dic an bpaieen 
._ an Apoſtare. 
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" well born ,- but pre 


* not right born ; if he be not Gegorren 


_ out a work of grace in the heartÞFep” 


4 doue hs bim;. his ſpirit and: "Relons 
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Je OP 
Look as in natore 


miſhapen in the birthz” ic will” 
crooked as long as he IR 6.Mmay *. - 
bolſter or ſtuff out his clothes/ro-Gi on , 
ceal it, but the crookedneſs,the"geh 
mity remains ſtill ; you may re 
but you cannot help i it ; it may be E6- 1. 
vered, but it cannot be cured. | 
So it is in this cafe ; If a man'come- * 


into a profeſſion of Religion, bur be .; 


of God, and born of the Spirit z if there d 
be not a through work of grace in his.”? 
heart, all - his profeſſion of Religion-. 3 
will never mend him; he* may be _* 
bolſtered ont by a life of daties, bur © 
he will be but an hypocrite at Jaſt'for + 3 
want of a through work at firſt; *@&, »! 
form of godlineſs may cover his ro.” 
kedneſs ; but will neyer cure it; : 
A man can never be a cru6Chrihies, 4 
nor accepted of God, though'in-the: * 
higheſt Hgs-2aak of Religion, with-*= > 
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k.. There muſt be an I 
wY- fra of that mans heats 
would be accepted of God)- taht mn 
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bw Log i 
fs”; _” 
c o by 
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© arcy proportion to his” 
"withaur;. prayer without ® 
bd; ollegience to the Law given, 
Rane vefearznd holy reverence of the 1 rit 
| God abhors : aCts of inter- 
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dt Forſbip muſt anſwer the duties of | rig 
* ermal Worſhip. 

P w where there is ro grace | an 
=z , wrought in the. heart,there can never | tic 
3. be any. proportion or anſwerableneſs | in 
3n the frame of that mans heart,to the .| an 
"7 -.duties cone by him. fir 
Wo! 2. Theſe duties that find accept ance 


% 


bs with Gold, muſt be done in ſincerity. | tz 
- God doth not_ take our duties by | ca 
* 1c, nor judg of us according to the | th 
- frequency of our performances, but ac-_ | is 
| gen; ny to the ſincerity of our hearts _ | g; 
an the performance. It is this that |} ce 
*commends both the doer, and the || p' 
© -qury ro God; with ſincerity, God '] « 
|. accepts the Jeaſt we do; without fin- | li 
nf £Erity, God rejects the moſt we do, -| tt 
-.+grcmdo: This is that Temper of f_ 
Tos. ,which God highly delights in, _ | ly 
IT.20. They that are of a froward | 
_— are.au abomination to the Lordz" | b 
as are upright in their ANY 'K 
rey hgir ; > w 
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LI, 5+ 
The Apoſtle gives tg Srear ene 
he calls it in 2 Cor. r,12, | rs 4 
; | the ſincerity of God,thatis ſaeh'y line 

> | rity, as is his ſpecial works pete 

- 7 ſou), ſetting the heart righr and; 

f | right before him in all. his ways. 7% - 
| This is the Crown of all our graces; | 
* | and the commendation of all our du- - $7 
r | ties; thouſands periſh and go to Hell | 
3 | in the midſt of all their performances 
> . | and duties, meerly for want of a lictle 
- | ſincerity of heart to God. 

; Now where there is nota change of 
- | ſtate,a work ofgrace in the heartathere 
7 |} can be no ſincerity to ' God=ward;; for 
> | this is-not quid proveniens 4 natur a, it 
- | 3s not a1 herb that grows in watwres = 
$ | garden;the heartof man is naturallyde- 
© | ceitful,and deſperately wicked, more op- 
* | polite to ſincerity than to any {ng8s Ter 
| | things corrapred carry a greater diflimi- -, 
- | lirnde to what they were, than to any ' 
thing elſe which they.never were. ' 

| God made man wpright;NOW man vos "il 
luntarily loſing this, 1s become -mare ©» 
dillike to'-bimſelf than -to any . thing 
below himſe!f,he is more like a Lion, © _ 

4 = Wolf, a Bear,/a Serpent, a Toad, than 
I r0'aman mn innacency, -  _.. "4 "= 
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to-.find ſin-F 
- » be a work} 
'weought” there by the ſpirit | ;; 
of Goc z and hence it i> Ga 6 et [i 
bot jnime// 4 Chriſtian, when he hath 3s 
done all. 
\ 42% The fourth Queſtion, he 
of »4- What is the reaſon that many go na 
-, further in the profeſſion of Religion hay 
.* robe almoſt Chriſtians ? 
- 1.1t. :s becarſe they deceive themſelves th 
in the truth of their 'own condition;they 
= miſtake their ſtate, and think it good 
+.” and fafe, when it is bad and dange- [ 7! 
”* ,rous::.. A man may Jook upon himlelf | -- 
a3 a, member of Chriſt, and yet God 
may look upon him as a veſlel of ; 
wrath z as .a child of God by looking 
A more upon his fins than his graces; } ,, 
*- , mgre upon his failings than his faith, 
| + More upon iu: dwelling lwſts, than re] 
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new-rg grace, 'may think his caſe very} @ 
bad, when yer i is very good : / aw 
kh, ſaith rhe Spoule , Cant, L. Jo yet 


dyct ſaith Chriſt, O. chow faireſt #* 
eng women, Ver. Bi. $0 the finoer. by 
ing more upon his duties than/by 
ſing, may think he ſees his name. writes} 
in the book, of life, and yet. bein. they , 
Re "2 accounty 
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Pr ere '18 not 

fit | than for a wan to by ne Tg 

sf thing, when be 5s nothing, 4 
Ub] Leceives himſelf. Many a man-lilefils & 
himſelf iff bis intereſt in Chriſt, when. 
he is indeed a Gn to him ; many _ 
a man thinks his fin pardoned, When 
alas- he is ſtill in the gall of bitterneſs, 
| and: bond of iniquity, | Many a - man AG 
boy thinks he hath grace, wheu he hath 
YI none ; Theres ( faith Solomen:) that 
od makes himſelf rich,and yet bath nothing.” , 


Ye This was the very temper of Laodrcte; v 2 

"| Thou ſafeſt 1 am rich and encteaſed with wo a 
od oods,aud have need of nothing , *and'y' 

of noweſt not (pray mind that) that thew © 1 7d 

's art wretched and miſerable,aud poor,nnd 

55] blind, and naked. 

b, Ti bon kwoweſt not] as bad as ſhe me F . 
*] fhe thought her ſtate good z as; F.4Y 
'Y] ſhewas in grace, ſhe thought _ Pm? 
Wy rich ; as miſerable and naked as ſhe was," £ 

j- yet ſve thought fſhehad need of not hinge. Rat 24 
Now there”are ſeveral riſes EFa 
Tf grounds of this miſtake. es 753 
M ene Soaco yam gg Pl Supplas 
2 - deſperate deves $07t2e tatin 

el OY ney natural man, Jer. 17 17-9. ems Fj 
| >» > th» =. 
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S” * ws wr | of " —_— : : 
= mn ay me woray 
hed with e's nam | 
pw you know he was a fupplanter | be 
; oP brother Eſas; he is rightly cal- | 
""e&Focol(firh he) for-he hath ſupplan-' Wi 
| fed "me theſe two tines, 1 PU 
4Y So the Word ſignifies, to be frandy-/|.ru 
4 dent, ſubril, deceitful, and ſupplanting. ſtr 
BY . Thos is the” heart of every natural | /+ 
"—— 28 2PP deceitful above + all tO 
- ran hi 
Lg2.4: ou n read of the deceitfulneſs of the 
b 43. Tongae, th, 
LY And of the deceitfulneſs of Riches, | Pr 
23% 309-.--Andof the deceitfulnefs of Beanty, th 
"'5- And of the deceitfulneſs of Friends. | fin 
»” -. Buryet the heart is deceitful above | 44 
P® them. all; nay you read of the deceire Þ hc 
4 T J- "Fulneſs of Satan;yet truly a mans heart | on 
+ 18 a greater decriver than he for h& | lor 
&#® . couldnever deceive a man, if his own J 
___ - heartdid not deceive him. 4] w 
Now it- is from hence that a man 
es upon the” poodneſs - of his 
caſe from the deſperace: ——_— of 

his own heart." 
__ ©» How common is'it for mviaghayn 
L* of the: gogdneſs. of their: he n 
=E Lins | 
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+ is *- $26 © F ng 
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T 1benk, God, r onght 7 do-nodip 


Fſhew and pretence as} 
1s ghar” a heart as the Fer Da 


| purſe?will he cruſt a cheat?Ir is a goed 


| words, faith, it is not juſticie ſapiens. | bo 
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hear Solomon in this caſe, bs TD 
eh in his own heart is fool. Will: 
wiſe man commit his mony to the 


rule uturim emma , Temember to dt- 
ſtruſt;and.it was Auſt ins prayer, Domine 
libers me 4 mepſo,That man that truſts 3» 
to his own heart, ſhall be ſure ro find 
himſelf deceived at laſt, 

Secondly, This miſtake ariſes from 
the pride of 4 mans ſpirit ; z there's a. 
proud heart in every natural man; 
there was much of this pride in Adews 
| fin, and there is much of it in allwd- 
dams fons; it is a radical ſin, and from * 
hence ariſes this overweening.. 
on of a mans ſtate and condition; Sa- Eecl's 
lomon ſaith, Be not Righteous overinanth, 445: | 
* Auſtin ſpeaking occaſionally of rhoſe 367. %s 


but ſuperbia preſumentss; not mealit "$i 
of the Fiakroculieſ of the wiſe many '\- ,2* 
but of the pride of the preſumptuous E: 
man, Now in this ſenſe every carnal 
man. is Righteous, overmacb, though 
he hach--none. of that righceouſbel | 
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5. - v6 N | Bit ro God, ' (vi 
ko Merge fuer of-Chriff, yer he bathF:, 
© . womuch of thar r:ghteouſneſs which 
"4 <ommends him to himſelf, and thaty. 
3s RIF-righteouſheſs. 
-»-Aproud man hath. aneye to ſee his 
- ##ant,but not his d:formity ; his parts, 
> burnot his ſpots ; his ſeeming righteouſe 
> neſs, but not his real wretchedne(s. 
Is. muſt be a work of grace that muſt 
1» ſhow a main the want ofgrace.The haugh- 
=.  tyeye looks upward, but the humble 
= - eye looks downward ; and _—_— 
p23. $./this is the believers otra; The leaf 
Fn. 1. of Sxints,the greateft of Sinners; but the 
Toke 15, Carnal mans Motto is,] thank God / am 
1; "Mot a5 Other men, | 
© - Thirdly; Many decerve themſelves 
E*. with common grace inftead of ſaving, 
4 '» through that reſemblance that 1s between 
"them; as many take counterfeit money] { 
ES 4 for current coyn,ſo do too many take] :; 
©, ommon grace for true. 7 fimiliow 
» * " -fatths oft deceptio. Sanl took the Devil 
Sam.21. for Samnil, becauſe he appeared in 
the Mantle of Same! ; ſo many tak 
common-grace for ſaving, becauſe ith 
like ſaving grace;a man may-be-undi 
a ſupernatural work,and yer-fallſhs 
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W a odd | #'the "th "Fra 
F'rure, the ſecond' - 
jeh rarezthough every fav! wo ay = 
t]fpirie be ſupernatural,yet tier. - by + 
natural work of the ſpirit is (HY 
© is} md hence many deceive their" wn . 
1%} fouls,by taking a ſupernateral wor 
e041 a ſaving work. | 
Fourthly, Many miſt ake 4 __ 10 
muſe of Religion for 4 work of  cortverſion, ” 
gh omfide reformation for a” ſure figw of 
Able inward regeneration, *If the out 
1oret the cup be waſhed, then they think at - 
leaſt} is clean. thovgh it be never ſo foul 
| the] within, This is the-common Rock that 
1 many ſouls fptir upon, to their erer- 
| nal hezard; 'taking Ay form 'of godls- 2 Ti 
| eſs, but denying the power # $3 
Fifthly, Want of a home aÞplication 6 
of the Law of God to the heart and'con- a,” | 
ſcienct to diſcover to a man the 11ue five ve. -4 
and Condition he 14 in, . 1 
Where this is wanting, a manwilt © 
it down ſhort of a true work- of grace, © 
&will re&kon his caſ& betrer than iris; => 
anel That is a notable paſſage which*the A-* 7 
W poftle hits concerning himſelf; 7 was + © 
On hve without the' Law once but when the "5 
"2 Conmnnhrie tame, fin revived, #347 Rom, 79 
or Wea. . Here 
on” PP EL TIONT I >. FERSE 
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maccount of tae dif 
appr: ns Pax! had of hig 
— condition; with and without the word 4 
-- 4546 __ his apprehenſion of his} 
OX 5,60ndirion without the word, [ was 
33 12 i alevetfaith be) without the Law;, Part 
E”: wad theLawffor he was a Phariſee, and 'G 
>. they had the form -of knowledg, and W 
”  oftherruth vf the Law; therefore when}! 

- * \ he ſaith, he.was without the Law, 'you 
- myſt-nor-rake him literally, but ſpiri- 
+ gually; he -was without the power and} 
efficacy of it upon his heart and con<] 1 
ſcience; convincing, and ng x i 


and diſcovering fin; and-ſo long as't 
+. -washiscaſe;he doubted not.of-his ſtarg}® 
1 + he was,confident of the gooaneſs of his 5 
-{, condition;this he hinted when be ſaith 
{was atrve ;,but then, 1 
- .* 2, Here is his apprehenſion of his" $6 
condition With the Word, and that is 
> _ quite contrary to what it. was. before; of 
# .* "when the Commandment came (ith he) 
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